
WELCOME
 • GREETING
 • ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE - Ding, Dong Merrily on High – arr. Fred Gramann
  Westminster Bells

CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

  WORDS OF JOY
 One: Today we light the candle of joy. 

 LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE
 Sing Verse 3 of “From Generation to Generation”    (Find Music in your pew.)

One: May its light remind us of all the good news this season brings. 

All: May its light remind us of the many sources of joy in our lives, and may that joy not only draw us 
closer to one another, but closer to God. Amen.

+ HYMN 106 - Prepare the Way, O Zion

+ CALL TO CONFESSION

+ PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of mercy, a million times a day we have the opportunity to be gracious, to assume the best in 
others, to give the benefit of the doubt. A million times a day we could choose the better way, but so 
often we don’t. Fear and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. Comparison and 
critique lead the charge. Forgive us for forgetting that grace and mercy are in our blood. Forgive us for 
forgetting that all belong to you. Give us the courage to love even bigger than before, and the wisdom 
to choose a better way. 
(A time of silent confession.)

 • ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 • RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS: Hymn 581 Gloria Patri

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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PRAYER FOR OPENNESS 
Holy God, scripture tells us that you came to Joseph through an angel— loud and clear, impossible 
to miss. God, we long for that— we long to hear your voice—loud and clear, impossible to miss. We 
long for invitations to something more, something deeper. And we long to be like Joseph and find the 
courage to follow. So clean out our ears. Brush the dust off our hearts. Trace us back to our roots—back 
to Joseph—who heard and followed. With gratitude we listen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 1:18-25
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before 
they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous man. 
Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly. As he was 
thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, 
don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:

Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
 And they will call him, Emmanuel.
 (Emmanuel means “God with us.”)

When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he 
didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus.

This is the written testimony to the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

SERMON - “We Can Choose A Better Way” - Rev. Matt Falco

PRESENTATION OF LEWIS HENRY HORTON’S AN APPALACHIAN NATIVITY (text provided on insert)

 Ye Nations All   When This Was Said
 A Virgin Unspotted   Then With Delight
 His Parents Poor   Hail, Blessed Morn Again
 As Shepherds in Jewry  The Shepherds Then Returned

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (We encourage you to use a pronoun of your choice for God.*)
We believe in a God who offers second chances and does not hold grudges. We believe in a God 
who opens the door to new life and leaves the porch light on for us when we get lost. We believe in 
a God who believes in us—believes that we can make a difference, that we can choose grace over 
comparison, love over hate, peace over war. And so we strive to live our lives in love. We strive to 
listen as Joseph listened, and to be the people that God calls us to be. It’s all that easy, and it’s all 
that hard. This we believe. Amen.

*“Our language about God should be as intentionally diverse and varied as is that of the Bible and our theological tradition. 
This diversity should be reflected in the language and life of the church. Rather than using only a very small number of terms 
referring to God (e.g., Father, Creator, Lord, Almighty), we should seek to employ the rich reservoir of imagery found in the New 
and Old Testaments” (PCUSA Definitions and Guidelines on Inclusive Language).

+ HYMN 119 - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS/DEBTORS)

OFFERING
 • OFFERTORY - Praise the Saviour, all ye Nations from An Appalachian Christmas, 
    Katie Ivie, soprano

 Praise the Savior all ye nations; Praise him, all ye hosts above! Shout with joyful acclamation, 
 His divine victorious love! Be His kingdom now promoted, Let the earth her monarch know. 
 Be my all to him devoted, to my Lord my all I owe. See how beauteous on the mountains, 
 Are the feet whose grand design Is to guide us to the fountains that o’erflow with bliss divine!
 Who proclaim the joyful tidings, Of salvation all around; Disregard the world’s deriding, And in  
 works of love abide.   



 • DOXOLOGY 
  Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
              Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;
                 Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
                 One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen.*

 • DEDICATION

HYMN 82 - Come, Thou Long-Expected, Jesus

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE - From Generation to Generation vs 3

POSTLUDE - Go Tell it on the Mountain, arr. Robert Hobby

   Please join the choir on the refrain:
 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Like any gathering place, a church has a personality. Our historic building and beautiful sanctuary embody the spirit of 
tradition, yet our Sunday morning services are frequently punctuated by laughter. Diversity, inclusion, and mission are the 
heartbeat of our church family. We reach out and embrace everyone regardless of socioeconomic status, race, or sexual 
orientation. MSPC also witnesses to God’s love as we stand with the marginalized and advocate for social justice.

At MSPC, you’re sure to find someone like you: college students, singles, boomers, retirees, and children and families of all 
descriptions. You can also find space here to recharge, linger in the depth of message and music, and connect with others 
who readily accept you and rejoice in varied opportunities to be the church together. There is a kind of space here into 
which all are invited to be themselves and to feel at home. Participate to the degree you feel comfortable. Here is some 
information to help make you feel at home:
• LARGE PRINT BIBLES are available from the ushers.
• An elevator is located in the Education Building for your convenience.
• WIFI - Router Name: Maxwell - ORBI38  Password: maxpres180
• Accessible restrooms are on the main level and basement level. Baby changing stations are available in the basement 
restrooms or nursery.
+ Indicates that the congregation is invited to stand in body and/or in spirit.

WAYS TO LEARN MORE
Please visit www.maxpres.org for details about our ministries for all ages and interests.  We also have an active facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/maxpres. If you would like to be added to our Friday email which has information about what 
is going on in the life of the church, you may do so at: www.maxpres.org. If you have questions, a pastor will be happy to 
talk with you at your convenience; simply call the church office at (859) 255-1074, 9am-4:30pm Monday-Thursday, 9am 
-1:30pm Friday

JOYS & CONCERNS
Chloe Ann Adams, John Cantrell, Jane Stephenson, Joan Colborn, John & Cindy’s son (Jack Cantrell), 
Jordan Strickler’s brother-in-law’s brother, Brian, Sandy Kyle’s mom, Helen, Angela Keith sister, Givannella 
Riccobono, Andrea Williams’ mom.

We extend our condolences to Lee Ellen and Doug Martin in the death of Lee Ellen’s mother.

PARTICIPANTS

WORSHIP LEADERS: Rev. Matt Falco, Ted Gentry, Nancy Goulson, Westminster Bells, and Chancel Choir

VIDEO AND SOUND CREW: Rich Copley, Jim Lumpp, Bill Smith, Will Burchfield, Jay Vessels, Noah Hall, 
and Jonah Falco

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Marrianne Russell



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
There are copies available in the narthex and lobby. 
If you don’t see any please let us know or if you 
would like one mailed to you, please contact the 
church office to have one sent. The devotional is 
also online www.maxpres.org/advent

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Sunday, December 11, 4:30pm -- TODAY!
Everyone is invited to join us at 4:30pm for chili and 
hot cider. Then we’ll divide up into groups and head 
out to sing to congregation members to spreaad 
Christmas joy!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 18, 2022
Please join us for a special presentation of “Joy in 
the Manger.”  The children will explore the origins of 
Christmas traditions that many of us enjoy with our 
friends and families during the Christmas season. 
This is a fun service full of singing, laughing and 
reflecting together during this Advent season.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 21, 5:30pm 
Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas 
holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 
facing life after divorce or separation, coping with 
the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other 
dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, 
and a number of other human situations make 
parties and joviality painful for many people in our 
congregations and communities. We hold a service 
of worship on (or close to) the longest night of the 
year, which falls on or about December 21st, the 
Winter Solstice in hopes of creating sacred space 
for people living through dark times. This service 
is meant to be reflective, accepting of where we 
really are, and holding out healing and hope.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Friday, December 24 at 7:30pm and 11:00pm
Please join us for a Candlelight Service of Lessons,
Carols and Communion as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus. We look forward to seeing you and your 
family at these special worship services.

CHRISTMAS MORNING WORSHIP - 10:30AM
This service will be a little different from our normal 
flow, since this is such a unique and special day. 
Some among us will be a little extra tired, or squirmy, 
or joyful. Some of us will probably be eager to 
return home to family, and some of us will be eager 
to be with their church family. Know that however 
you feel, whatever joy or weariness you bring into 
this space, God welcomes all of it, and we will, too. 
Oh, and feel free to wear those Christmas pajamas!

ASSOCIATE PASTOR CANDIDATE SUNDAY
January 15, 2023
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
announced this past Sunday that they have extended 
a call to a candidate to be our next Associate Pastor. 
We can’t share any details about this person yet as 
they are currently serving another congregation. 
However, we can look forward to meeting the 
candidate the weekend of January 14th and 15th. Be 
watching for more information in the coming weeks!

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL (Rising 9th - Graduating Seniors)
July 8-15, 2023 Guatemala Mission Trip
Porch de Salomon has hosted short-term mission 
teams in Guatemala since 2006; in recent years over 
20 each year! Most teams’ primary focus is building 
small concrete block homes for impoverished 
indigenous families (no building expertise required 
of the team!). Some teams also provide free village 
medical or dental clinics and many work with our 
Porch locals and conduct fun, flexible, afternoon 
Bible schools in the villages we visit.  Cost $300-
$500 (TBD based on Fundraising. Hopefully it will be 
less. Scholarships are always available and we don’t 
want cost to stand in the way of someone attending).

Register Online: www.maxpres.org/youth

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6th and 7th graders)
July 9 - 15 - Appalachia Service Project
ASP provides one of the most rewarding structured 
service opportunities in the nation — bringing 
thousands of volunteers from around the country 
to rural Central Appalachia to repair homes for 
low-income families. Since 1969, ASP has made 
homes warmer, safer, and drier for families and 
provided transformational service experiences for 
volunteers. Each year, more than 15,000 volunteers 
serve with ASP, providing critical repairs for more 
than 350 families. Cost $200-$300 (TBD based on 
Fundraising. Hopefully it will be less. Scholarships 
are always available and we don’t want cost to 
stand in the way of someone attending).

Register Online: www.maxpres.org/youth

MISSION

Mission Happens at Maxwell Street!

WARM TREE
Throughout the Advent Season
You’ll find a Christmas tree located in the Lobby 
during the season of Advent. It’s ready to be filled 
with hats, gloves, scarves, mittens, and socks to 
keep our community warm and this winter season.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished 
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering 
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program 
of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of 
color. The Assistance Program provides critical 
financial support to church workers and their 
families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
provide education and leadership development 
while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has 
been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 
years.
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An Appalachian Nativity
by Lewis Henry Horton

A Christmas Folk Cantata for Mixed Chorus & Soli based on hymns of the Shape-Note Tradition
 

Ye Nations All—Baritone Solo
 

Ye nations all, on you I call! Come hear this Declaration,
And don’t refuse this glorious news of Jesus and salvation,

To royal Jews came first the news of Christ, the great Messiah,
As was foretold by prophets old, Isaiah, Jeremiah.

To Abraham the promise came and to his seed forever;
A light to shine in Isaac’s line, by scripture we discover.

Hail, hail, promised morn, the Savior’s born, the glorious Mediator!
God’s blessed word, made flesh and blood, Assumes the human nature.

 
A Virgin Unspotted—Soprano and Baritone Soli and Mixed Chorus
 

A virgin unspotted, the prophet foretold, shall bring forth a Savior so fair to behold,
To be our Redeemer from death, hell and sin, Which Adam’s transgression involved us in.

Through Bethlehem city in Jewry it was, that Joseph and Mary together did pass,
And for to be taxed when thither they came, since Caesar Augustus commanded the same.

But Mary’s full time being come, as we find, she brought forth her First-born to save all mankind.
The inn being full, for this heavenly guest, no place there was found for to lay Him to rest.

 
His Parents Poor—Mixed Chorus
 

His parents poor in earthly store, to entertain the stranger
They found no bed to lay His head, But in the ox’s manger;

No royal things, as used by kings, were seen by those that found Him;
But in the hay, the Stranger lay, with swaddling clothes around Him.

 
As Shepherds in Jewry—Baritone Solo (Narrator), Tenor Solo (Herald Angel) and Mixed Chorus
(Shepherds)
 

As shepherds in Jewry were guarding their sheep, promiscuously seated, estranged from sleep,
An angel from heaven presented to view, and thus he accosted the trembling few:

Dispel all your sorrow and banish all fear, For Jesus your Lord doth in Jewry appear.
Then, shepherds be tranquil, this instant arise; Go visit your Savior and see where He lies.

Dispelled is all sorrow and banished all fear, for Jesus our Lord doth in Jewry appear.
Then let us be merry, cast sorrow away; our Savior Lord Jesus is born on this day.

A token I leave you whereby you may find This heavenly Stranger, this friend of mankind:
A manger His cradle, a stall His abode, the oxen are near Him and blow on your God.

Then shepherds, be humble, be meek and be low, for Jesus your Savior’s abundantly so.
Come, shepherds, be tranquil, this instant arise; go visit your Savior and see where He lies.
Come, shepherds, be humble, be meek and be low; for Jesus, our Savior’s abundantly so.

Then let us be merry, cast sorrow away; Our Savior Lord Jesus is born on this day.
 



When This Was Said—Baritone Solo (Narrator) and Mixed Chorus (Angels)
 

When this was said, straightway was made a glorious sound from heaven:
All praise to God in heaven,

Each flaming tongue an anthem sung,
To men a Savior’s given.

In Jesus’ Name, the glorious theme, we elevate our voices:
At Jesus’ birth be peace on earth, meanwhile all heaven rejoices.

 
Then With Delight—Soprano Solo
 

Then with delight they took their flight, and winged their way to glory;
The shepherds gazed, in joy amazed, to hear the wondrous story.

To Bethlehem they quickly came, the glorious news to carry,
And in the stall they found them all, Joseph, the Babe, and Mary.

 
Hail, Blessed Morn—Mixed Chorus
 

Hail, blessed morn, see the great Mediator Down from the regions of glory descend!
Shepherds, go worship the Babe in the manger; Lo, for His guard bright angels attend.

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star in the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Say, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion, Odors of Eden, and offerings divine,
Gems from the mountain, and pearls from the ocean, myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine?

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star in the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

 
The Shepherds Then Returned Again—Baritone Solo (Narrator) Mixed Chorus (Angels)
 

The shepherds then returned again, to their own habitation,
With joy of heart, they did depart, now they had salvation.

Glory cry to God on high, whose son is sent to save us.
This glorious morn the Christ is born, He is our savior Jesus,

He is our savior, He is our Jesus.
 

Praise the Saviour, All Ye Nations—Soprano Solo
 

Praise the Savior all ye nations; Praise him, all ye hosts above! Shout with joyful acclamation,
His divine victorious love! Be His kingdom now promoted, let the earth her monarch know,
Be my all to him devoted, to my Lord my all I owe. See how beauteous on the mountains,

Are the feet whose grand design Is to guide us to the fountains that o’erflow with bliss divine!
Who proclaim the joyful tidings, of salvation all around; disregard the world’s deriding, And in works of

love abide.
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