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maxpres.org 
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FLIGHT TO EGYPT
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Matthew 2:13-23 | Digital painting

Our ancestors forge pathways that become a part of 
who we are. It is difficult to break those patterns, even 
if you aren’t keenly aware of them. In this context, 
one of the most defining ancestral narratives of an 
Israelite’s life would be the Exodus narrative. Joseph 
is advised to move in direct opposition to the way his 
ancestors moved. He must go toward Egypt instead of 
away. It takes great courage to consider the ingrained 
patterns of your history and blaze a new trail. Joseph 
must uproot his family from their home to ensure 
their son will become who he was made to be. In this 
image, the Holy Family escapes the wrath of Herod in 
Bethlehem and faithfully travels toward the looming 
unknown in Egypt. They are flanked by flowers: on the 
left are Star of Bethlehem flowers and on the right are 
stylized lotus flowers you mightsee in Egyptian art. In 
the background are shadowy figures. On the left, they 
represent Herod’s men seeking to kill Jesus, and on 
the right, they represent the weight of the past—God’s 
enslaved people and their oppressors. The menacing 
silhouettes surround the family, personifying the 
inherent risk in either path they choose to take. The 
angel of God envelops the Holy Family in an embrace, 
comforting them from the grief of leaving home and 
shielding them from the fear of what is to come. In 
other icons of this pilgrimage, the Nile River often 
flows below, teeming with fish, but I chose to fill the 
water with lotus flowers, Egypt’s national flower and 
a symbol of regeneration. God is writing a new story, 
transforming their destination, which swells with 
generational trauma and pain, into a haven of refuge 
and rebirth. 
—Lauren Wright Pittman

Plastic Caps!
Thank you for all those who have brought in plastic 
caps, and a big thank you to Dorothy and Loren Tice 
for processing the caps and turning them in so they 
may become a playground bench or child’s wheelchair, 
etc. To date, they have processed 626 bags of caps. Still 
going on our 4th year!  Keep up the good earth work.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP
December 4 - Meeting Us in Our Fears
Luke 1:26-38 | Isaiah 11:1-10
2nd Sunday of Advent

December 11 - We Can Choose a Better Way
Matthew 1:18-25 | Isaiah 35:1-10
An Appalachian Nativity Christmas Cantata
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
December 18 - We See God in Each Other
Luke 1:39-45; 56-58 | Luke 1:46-55
Children’s Pageant
4th Sunday of Advent

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
7:30pm and 11:00pm

December 25 - There's Room for Every Story
Scripture Matthew 1:1-17 | Isaiah 2:1-5
Christmas Sunday

Advent at Maxwell Street 2022 
From Generation to Generation 
The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas 

season have been passed down to us throughout the 
generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell 
of memories and emotions as vast as the cultural and 
religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry 
woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us 
in—to remember how God has shown up in the past, 
to continue the work of collective liberation, to behold 
the presence of God in flesh and bone.

Throughout this Advent worship series, you are invited 
to take a closer look at how the Christmas story 
unfolds. We encourage you to pay attention to each of 
the characters in these familiar narratives and ask:

• What did each person pass on or contribute?

• How did they either participate in God’s liberation 
and love—or try to thwart God’s justice?

• What can we learn from them, and what is our role 
now? What will we pass on to the next generation?

Advent 
Devotional
There are copies available 
in the narthex and lobby. If 
you don't see any please let 
us know or if you would like 
one mailed to you, please 
contact the church office to 
have one sent. 

The devotional is also 
available to view online 
www.maxpres.org/advent

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Friday, December 24 at 7:30pm and 11:00pm
Please join us for a Candlelight Service of Lessons,
Carols and Communion as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus. We look forward to seeing you and your family
at this special worship service! 

Worship with Maxwell Street on 
Christmas Morning - 10:30am
This service will be a little different from our normal 
flow, since this is such a unique and special day. Some 
among us will be a little extra tired, or squirmy, or 
joyful. Some of us will probably be eager to return 
home to family, and some of us will be eager to be 
with their church family. Know that however you feel, 
whatever joy or weariness you bring into this space, 
God welcomes all of it, and we will, too. Oh, and feel 
free to wear those Christmas pajamas!

CHURCH NEWS

Art, Poetry, & 
Reflections for the 

Season of Advent

A Sanctified Art LLC is a collective of artists in 
ministry who create resources for worshiping 
communities. The Sanctified Art team works 
collaboratively to bring scripture and theological 
themes to life through film, visual art, curriculum, 
coloring pages, liturgy, graphic designs, and 
more. Their mission is to empower churches with 
resources to inspire creativity in worship and 
beyond. Driven by the connective and prophetic 
power of art, they believe that art helps us connect 
our hearts with our hands, our faith with our lives, 
and our mess with our God.

Learn more about their work at 
sanctifiedart.orgsanctifiedart.org..

@sanctifiedart   |   sanctifiedart.org   |   contact@sanctifiedart.org

sanctifiedart.org

AAnn  AAddvveenntt  ddeevvoottiioonnaall
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ADVENT FELLOWSHIP 
Caroling
Sunday, December 11, 4:30pm
Everyone is invited to join us at 4:30pm for chili, hot 
cider, and caroling on December 11. After we eat, 
we’ll divide up into groups and head out to sing to 
congregation members who might not be able to join 
us in worship during the Christmas season. Not ready 
to go out singing, but are still in a festive mood? Stick 
around after dinner and we’ll have Christmas cards 
available for you to sign and send to our Maxwell Street 
friends. If you would like to recommend someone 
we should visit while caroling, please suggest that 
person to Haley (haley@maxpres.org).

Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 21, 5:30pm 
Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am feeling 
blue." Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas 
holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing 
life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a 
job, living with cancer or some other dis-ease that puts 
a question mark over the future, and a number of other 
human situations make parties and joviality painful for 
many people in our congregations and communities. 
We hold a service of worship on (or close to) the longest 
night of the year, which falls on or about December 
21st, the Winter Solstice in hopes of creating sacred 
space for people living through dark times. This service 
is meant to be reflective, accepting of where we really 
are, and holding out healing and hope.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
Sunday, December 11, 2022
During the morning worship service on December 
11, the Chancel Choir will present An Appalachian 
Nativity. Lewis Henry Horton (1898-1978) based 
this work on shape-note hymns and subtitled it “A 
Christmas Folk Cantata.” Horton played an important 
role in the history of MSPC. He was music director of 
our church from 1944-1946; in addition, he taught at 
Morehead State University and later chaired the music 
department at  Transylvania University for several 
years. The service will feature the Chancel Choir, and 
all of our scholar singers will sing solos.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 18, 2022
Please join us for a special presentation of "Joy in the 
Manger."  The children will explore the origins of 
Christmas traditions that many of us enjoy with our 
friends and families during the Christmas season. This 
is a fun service full of singing, laughing and reflecting 
together during this Advent season.

Poinsettias & Christmas 
Decorations
Christmas is such a special time of year. The trees, 
ornaments, garland and wreaths add to the visual 
happiness of the season. Advent starts Sunday, November 
27. Poinsettias will be added to the decorations during 
the Advent season.  If you would like to give a poinsettia 
or donate toward decorations in honor or in memory of 
someone special, please complete this form and return 
it with your check to the office by Sunday, December 
11. Poinsettias are $10.00 each and any amount can be 
donated toward decoration expenses. 

Deadline for signing up is Sunday, December 11. 
Poinsettias can be picked up following the 7:30 pm 
service on Christmas Eve. Those left will be shared 
with our homebound members.
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Christmas is such a special time of year. The trees, ornaments, garland and wreaths add to the visual happiness of the 
season. Advent starts Sunday, November 27. Poinsettias will be added to the decorations during the Advent season. 

If you would like to give a poinsettia or donate toward decorations in honor or in memory of someone special, please 
complete this form and return it with your check to the office by Sunday, December 11. Poinsettias are $10.00 each 

and any amount can be donated toward decoration expenses. 

Poinsettia Decorations  In Memory In Honor Name 

Name _______________________________________________ Amount enclosed $ ________________________

Deadline for signing up is Sunday, December 11. Poinsettias can be picked up following the 7:30 pm 
service on Christmas Eve. Those left will be shared with our homebound members.

ADVENT MISSION

E7 Christmas Shoppe
On December 4 from 1-3pm we will be offering again 
the annual E7 Christmas Shop at Maxwell St. We 
need new or gently used gifts, monetary donations 
and volunteers. Volunteers help children select 
gifts and wrap gifts. Volunteers also are needed on 
Saturday, December 3 from 3:30-5:30pm to set up 
the shop in Fellowship Hall. If you are interested in 
helping, sign up in the Friendship book or contact 
Jackie DeCroo at jcdc925@gmail.com.

WARM TREE
Throughout the Advent Season
You’ll find a Christmas tree located in the Lobby 
during the season of Advent. It’s ready to be filled 
with hats, gloves, scarves, mittens, and socks to keep 
our community warm and healthy this winter season.

The Blue Grass Community 
Foundation's GoodGiving 
Challenge 
starts on Giving Tuesday, Nov 29
Mission Health Lexington is participating in the 
GoodGiving Challenge where gifts of $10 or more 
are amplified through sponsored endowment and 
matching incentives. Visit https://www.bggives.org/
missionhealthlex to make a contribution to Mission 
Health Lexington. The challenge kicks off at 9:00am 
on Tuesday, November 29 and ends at midnight on 
Friday, December 2. Thank you in advance for your 
support of this important mission and work!

Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished 
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering 
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program 
of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of 
color. The Assistance Program provides critical 
financial support to church workers and their 
families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
provide education and leadership development while 
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a 
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.
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Third Space Sundays
(Also known as Donut Sunday!)
Maxwell Street’s Fellowship Hall is a natural “third 
space.” Join me (Matt) and other Maxwell Streeters 
on the 3rd Sundays of the month in the Fellowship 
Hall at 9:30 as a way to join in conversation and 
get to know one another. Donuts, coffee, and juice 
will be provided. All ages welcome. No agenda 
other than conversation about what is going on in 
our lives and in our community. Come when you 
can, leave when you have to… like to get to choir 
rehearsal or worship! Next 3rd Space Sunday: 
December 18th at 9:30AM.  

Kerygma
Wednesdays at 10:30
We’re studying the texts and music of Handel’s 
Messiah this Advent. This is a two-part study for 
both the music lover and the biblical seeker!. This 
study offers careful examination of the texts and 
a study of the music. With four sessions on the 
Advent texts and six sessions on the Lenten texts, 
we’re offering it as two seasonal courses. We’ll do 
the second half in Lent.

Advent
December 7 - Christmas Party at the Harper’s 
December 14 - Glory to God in the Highest

Theology on Tap
We’re technically taking the month of December 
off, but let’s encourage one another to go Caroling 
(Wassailing?) with the church on December 11th. 
See you there at 4:30! 

Adult Sunday School
Bible Study with Rev. Matt Falco every Sunday at 
9:30am in the Marshall Parlor. No class December 
25th or January 1st. Have a great Christmas break! 
The subject of the class will be a text from that week’s 
lectionary selections. Resource materials provided 
in advance. Contact Matt (matt@maxpres.org) for 
more information.  

Words & Wine
Our December Words and Wine meeting Friday, 
Dec. 2, and it happens to coincide with the "Jingle 
and Mingle" event happening at Joseph Beth.  
There will be free hot chocolate, book giveaways, 
and general holiday cheer. We have a table reserved 
for 6:30. Our book this month is "French Braid" by 
Anne Tyler. Just a reminder, January's book is "The 
Kitchen Front" by Jennifer Ryan. Contact Lauren 
(laurenefalco@yahoo.com). 

NADYA Book Group
N.A.D.Y.A. Book Group will have a holiday gathering 
at Jason and Andrea’s on December 18. Bring a dish 
to share. The next book group will be on January 8 
at 6pm. The book is The Reluctant Fundamentalist. 
Contact Jason (jasonmckinleywilliams@gmail.com). 

Stitchmates 
2nd Saturdays at noon
We meet once a month on the second Satuday. 
Our next meeting is Sept 12 in the church library. 
Bring  the projects you are working on and enjoy 
this time of fellowship! Questions,  contact Elise 
(elisekalika56@gmail.com).

Grief Support Group
The grief support group will not have their regular 
meeting in December, but encourages those who 
are seeking a bit of solace in the midst of the holiday 
season to attend the Blue Christmas Service at 
5:30pm on December 21st. Learn more about this 
service on page 4.

GOT MAGAZINES?
Bring your old magazines to the church office or 
place them in the wooden cabinet in Fellowship 
Hall so they may be taken to Eastern State Hospital 
to be enjoyed by others. Remember to take your 
name label off prior to bringing them. Thanks!

FELLOWSHIP & STUDY
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Maxwell Street’s Session met on November 7th at 
7:00pm. The meeting was opened with prayer and 
our first item of business was to approve Kelly, 
Adam, and Mia Tellech for membership.

The Session approved the Endowment Committee’s 
recommended distributions. Those will be 
announced to the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting on November 20th.  

The Christian Formation committee met and 
discussed various education programs.  

The Trustees reported that a water heater was 
replaced. The Trustees are tracking various other 
projects including repairing ceiling damage in 
Blevins house, column repair on the back porch, 
and replacement of the carpeting in the education 
lobby.  

The Social Justice Committee, working with 
the Worship Committee and Matt, developed a 
Indigenous Persons and Land Acknowledgement 
Statement to be read at the beginning of worship 
during the month of November.  

The Nominating Committee will have a full slate 
of officers to present at the November 20th Annual 
Meeting.

The Personnel Committee presented 
recommendations related to staff compensation for 
2023. These recommendations will be evaluated 
by the Budget and Stewardship Committee and 
taken into consideration when developing the 2023 
budget. 

After reviewing the other committees and 
approving the minutes of the September meeting, 
the meeting was adjourned with prayer for one 
another, for our loved ones, our church and the 
world at approximately 8:00pm.  

Save the Date 
Associate Pastor Candidate Sunday
January 15, 2023

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
announced this past Sunday that they have 
extended a call to a candidate to be our next 
Associate Pastor. We can't share any details about 
this person yet as they are currently serving 
another congregation. However, we can look 
forward to meeting the candidate the weekend 
of January 14th and 15th. Be watching for more 
information in the coming weeks!
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MISSION
KENTUCKY REFUGEE 
MINISTRIES 

Maiwands’ first year progress report
One year ago, December 1, 2021, the Maiwand family, 
Abdul, his wife Nargis and 2-month-old Ahmad, 
arrived in Lexington, sponsored by the Kentucky 
Refugee Ministry (KRM) and co-sponsored by Second 
Presbyterian Church, with additional support from 
Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church (MSPC).  Abdul 
and Nargis were evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan 
in August 2021 to McCoy Army Base, Wisconsin, 
where Ahmad was born on October 8, 2021. Their 
first year in Lexington has been filled with challenges, 
many successes, and wonderful opportunities for us 
to get to know this generous and loving family. 
 
Their first home in Lexington was a studio apartment 
on North Broadway; while not large, they nevertheless 
found ways to prepare delicious and beautiful meals 
and host those who were helping them find their way 
in Lexington.  Abdul began taking ESL classes, and 
then soon found a good job at Webasto Roof Systems, 
just off Citation Blvd.  His shift began at 6:30 am, 
before the bus began that route, requiring use of Uber, 
which proved to be very expensive.  Abdul studied to 
obtain his driver’s permit, then his driver’s license and 
finally, a friend donated a used CRV that has enabled 
Abdul to get to his job, halal grocery stores, doctor 
and dentist appointments and to take the family to 
enjoy the Arboretum this spring and summer!  Nargis 
has also taken ESL classes, although lack of childcare 
has made it difficult to attend regularly.  Their 
English has improved dramatically, and they are 
making excellent headway towards self-sufficiency.  
Ahmad celebrated his first birthday in October with 
friends they have made in Lexington, and supporters 
from Second Presbyterian and MSPC.  Abdul and 
Nargis prepared the meat and rice dish and Nargis 
designed and helped make the birthday cake! Just this 
week, they moved to a one-bedroom apartment on 
Lakeshore Drive in a much safer neighborhood with 
easy access to the bus system and nearby parks.  

Nargis has obtained her driver’s permit and is taking 
driving lessons.  She also does lovely henna painting 
as a side-gig, and plans to begin taking on-line 
training, encouraged, and supported by Community 

Response Coalition of Kentucky (CRCKY), to provide 
legal help to immigrants.  CRCKY has also provided 
food for the family, a dedicated crew from Second 
Presbyterian Church has supported them in many 
ways, and MSPC has helped with trips to doctor and 
dentist appointments, and paid for dental expenses 
not covered by Medicaid, driving lessons and just 
recently, a microwave for their new apartment.  Please 
see the poster in the church lobby for additional 
information and pictures of this lovely family, their 
journey and ours!  We are certainly blessed to have 
this talented and hard-working family among us.  

Mission Happens at Maxwell Street
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Have you ever wondered about the patterns of the 
upholstered chairs of the chancel?  They are works 
of needlepoint art, created by women of Maxwell 
in the late 1980’s.  In 1987, Dori Hudson, the artist 
who designed the stained glass panels in the doors 
leading to the narthex, was also asked to create the 
designs for the chairs.  She adapted the chair bor-
ders from the stained glass windows and, for each 
chair, used a symbol taken from the ancient Irish 
Book of Kells (c. 800 A.D., now preserved in the 
Trinity College Library, Dublin).  

The project was funded by the Alexander Memori-
al Fund and took almost two years to complete.  It 
included the four chairs on the pulpit, two smaller 
chairs now sitting on the east side of the sanctu-
ary, two needlepoint pictures in the narthex  and 
inserts in the offering plates.  The Committee of 
Needlepointers, who stitched the designs, were: 
Debbie Bean, Gene Bunnell, Carolyn Bunyan, Ju-
lia Costich, Janet Gum, Rusty Haydon, Vange Lear, 
Virginia Grogan, Sara Floyd, Doris Marshall, and 
Maureen Mauser.  The symbolism of the needle-
points will be explored in this and subsequent is-
sues. 

The pulpit chairs depict the four Evangelists: Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Matthew, pulpit chair

Matthew,  Book of Kells

Matthew, a divine man, is pictured here. It was 
stitched by Doris Marshall, the mother of Bonnie 
Eads, Elaine Marshall and Carolyn Sayre.  Doris 
also stitched the narthex picture “Enter to PRAY  
Leave to SERVE”. 

The symbolism for Matthew was taken first from 
Ezekiel (1:1-21).  The Book of Revelation (4:6-8) 
describes four living creatures standing around the 
throne of God, with the third having the face of a 
man. “ In his treatise Adversus Haereses (Against 
Heresies XI), St. Irenaeus (140-202) posited: “the 
third had, as it were, the face as of a man,” — an 
evident description of His advent as a human be-
ing….”  He went on to explain: ““St. Matthew is 
represented by a divine man because the Gospel 
highlights Jesus’ entry into this world, first by pre-
senting His family lineage — “A family record of 
Jesus Christ, Son of David, son of Abraham” (Mt 
1:1) — and His incarnation and birth…… “This 
then,” according to St. Irenaeus, “is the Gospel of 
His humanity; for which reason it is, too, that the 
character of a humble and meek man is kept up 
through the whole Gospel.””  (Source: “What are 
the Symbols of the Four Evangelists?”, Fr. William 
Saunders, August 19, 2020, Catholic Exchange)

FROM THE ARCHIVES...
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CHILDREN’S NEWS
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Charlie Pollom (Dec 10)
Ellie Waddell (Dec 14)
Daniel Jacobson (Dec 29)

Children’s Sunday School 
Every Sunday after the Children's Moment 
All children ages Pre K - 5th grade are welcome to join us 
for Sunday School! We have such a great time together 
learning, playing games and doing crafts together. 
Please join us! If you have any questions please contact 
Michelle Jones - michelle.jones@maxpres.org

Photo from Children's Sunday School class.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 18, 2022
Please join us for a special presentation of "Joy in the Manger."  The children will explore the origins of Christmas 
traditions that many of us enjoy with our friends and families during the Christmas season. This is a fun service full of 
singing, laughing and reflecting together during this Advent season.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Crosby Chapman (Dec 15)
Theo Cseledy (Dec 15)
Thomas Wilmes (Dec 22)

Youth News
Even though it’s only December, we’re already 
thinking about summer Mission Trips! 

High School 
(Rising 9th - Graduating Seniors) 
July 8-15, 2023 Guatemala Mission Trip
Porch de Salomon has hosted short-term mission 
teams in Guatemala since 2006; in recent years over 
20 each year! Most teams’ primary focus is building 
small concrete block homes for impoverished 
indigenous families (no building expertise required 
of the team!). Some teams also provide free village 
medical or dental clinics and many work with our 
Porch locals and conduct fun, flexible, afternoon 
Bible schools in the villages we visit. 

Cost $300-$500 (TBD based on Fundraising. 
Hopefully it will be less. Scholarships are always 
available and we don’t want cost to stand in the 
way of someone attending).

Register here by January 8 ($100 deposit)
https://subspla.sh/kcgqj9p/

Middle School 
(6th and 7th graders) 
 July 9 - 15 - Appalachia Service Project
ASP provides one of the most rewarding structured 
service opportunities in the nation — bringing 
thousands of volunteers from around the country 
to rural Central Appalachia to repair homes for 
low-income families. Since 1969, ASP has made 
homes warmer, safer, and drier for families and 
provided transformational service experiences for 
volunteers. Each year, more than 15,000 volunteers 
serve with ASP, providing critical repairs for more 
than 350 families.

Cost $200-$300 (TBD based on Fundraising. 
Hopefully it will be less. Scholarships are always 
available and we don’t want cost to stand in the 
way of someone attending).

Register here by January 8 - ($100 deposit) 
https://subspla.sh/vqcq2m3/

Youth Winter Calendar
December 4
Mission Sunday

December 11
Christmas Caroling  

December 18
Lunch, Westminster Village, Ice Skating & 
Christmas Party 

Winter Break!!!

January 8 - We’re back with a Regular Youth Group

Save the Date - Ski Trip - February 4

Youth Pecan Fundraiser

It’s baking season! Pecans are great for baking, 
snacking, or holiday gifting. The pecan sale is one 
of the biggest fundraisers for the youth. This year it 
will go toward the Guatemala Mission Trip. 

If you would like to place an order please see a Youth 
or Youth leader, or order online: www.maxpres.org/
youth

YOUTH NEWS
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FINANCIAL NEWS
Income and Expense Statement October 2022
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THANK YOU’S
Thank you to everyone who has donated toward Big Blue 
Pantry.

Thank you to those who have donated long johns or 
money to purchase long johns. 

Thank you to Laura Zolman and Winston for volunteering 
with E7 weekly. Want to get involved? Contact Kyree at E7 
(kyree.hobson@gmail.com).

Thank you to Helen Richardson for putting together the 
Indigenous People’s Flyer for the month of November.

Thank you to all who helped with the Advent Workshop: 
Michelle Gardner, Kate Copley, Elise Kalika, Sara Baird, 
Mary Iwamoto, Amanda Hale. Also, big thank you to 
Ralph Bollinger for the Advent Calendar Trees. 

Thank you to Ralph & Cindy for continuing to handcraft 
toys from the  Woodshop. 

Thank you to Denise Reynolds and Jean Harper for 
keeping the church records organized in the Archives 
Room.

Thank you to Sharron Townsend, Marilyn Daniel, Bill 
Smith and Marguerite Waddell and Kate Copley for 
helping with the Barnstable memorial.

Thank you to Mary Waxham, Janet Lumpp and Warren 
Waxham for preparing communion elements.

Thank you to Lauren Falco, Amanda Hale, Emma Stowe 
and Sarah Kercsmar for helping with youth group make 
such delicious pies for Pie Day.

Thank you to the Hawkins family for hosting the pumpkin 
carving. 

Thank to those who volunteered at the Burnamwood 
Cleanup Day: Jim Olive, Matt, Jonah, Lauren, and Lucas 
Falco, Caroline Copley, Alex Schwab, and Bill Smith.

Thank you to those who assisted with worship: Helen 
Richardson, Anne-Claire Linscott, Sheila Kalas, Shana 
Herron, Nancy Goulson, Sarah Kercsmar, Scott Tremoulis, 
and Grace Foley.

Thank you to those who ushered: Derrick & Theo Meads, 
Sharron Townsend, Julia Costich, Greg Harper, Sarah 
Barnett. 

Thank you to those who served as acolytes: Kiersten 
Kercsmar, Garrett Meads.

Thank you to our tech team: Jim Lumpp, Bill Smith, Rich 
Copley, Will Burchfield, Jay Vessels, Noah Hall and Jonah 
Falco.

Thank you to everyone who baked goods and purchased 
pies for the Annual Pie Day. The youth appreciate your 
support.

Thank you to those who have purchased pecans to support 
the youth mission trip.

Thank you to Barb Stead for collecting magazines and 
delivering them to Eastern State Hospital. The folks there 
really appreciate reading magazines. If you have extra 
magazines lying about, remove your address from the 
front and bring them to church. We have the perfect spot 
in the wooden cabinet downstairs in Fellowship Hall.

Thank you to everyone who brought in food for the 
Thanksgiving Meal. It was wonderful seeing everyone.

Thank you to Karen Dimon, Jonah Falco, Zane Kercsmar, 
Rich Copley, Leigh Buckley, Sharron Townsenda, Ann 
Farrer, and Josh England for helping in the kitchen for 
our Annual Thanksgiving Meal.

Thank you to all those who helped with decorating the 
sanctuary and church: Shana Herron, Derrick, Theo & 
Garrett Meads, Bonnie & Bobbie Eads, Matt, Lauren, 
Jonah Falco, Emma Stowe, Sarah, Joe, Zane & Kiersten 
Kercsmar.

Thank you to Gerry Gillespie for his donation to the 
Thursday Meals.

Thank you from...
MaxPres friends, we at the Big Blue Pantry are so grateful 
for your generosity. This first donation collection – 
over 100 pounds of food and hygiene items – was most 
certainly a big help to many students on UK’s campus. At a 
university with over 30,000 students from all walks of life, 
there are many who are food insecure. But with partners 
like you, we are better equipped to help meet that need, 
and in turn, send folks out into the world with the skills to 
make a difference. Thank you for your partnership!

Best wishes,
Andrew at UK's Big Blue Pantry
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IT'S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE 
CHRISTMAS AT MAXWELL STREET!
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ADVENT POEM
Where I Saw God Last
The dimple in your right cheek, the child playing 
peek a-boo from his stroller, the abuelita who 
spends her afternoons in the park by 86th; the 
teenagers on the subway who cannot control their 
laughter; Neil, my neighbor, who always asks about 
you, the mother who whispers a dozen times a day, 
“thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus, thank you, 
Jesus”; the saxophone player at 42nd street, the 
poets, the artists, the garden volunteers; the metro 
car driver who sticks his head out the window to 
make sure we’re all aboard; the man who gave up 
his seat on the subway, 

the kid in the dinosaur pajamas who cannot be 
convinced they’re not school attire; the teachers, 
the nurses, the taxi cab drivers; the woman at the 
end of the block with her yappy dogs and her books 
in the window, the lovers that lay sprawled out on 
park blankets, the runners, the daydreamers, the 
sidewalk chalk artists; John from upstairs whose 
favorite flowers are yellow tulips, the Persian man 
at the grocery who tells me to be safe when I leave, 
my grandmother in Georgia; my neighbor, the 
stranger; thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus, thank 
you, Jesus.

Poem by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed


