
Book Survey: The Gospel of Luke

1. General Materials: Biographical

The Book of Luke seems to be focused on the Life and Teachings of Jesus, to provide a carefully investigated account, from eyewitnesses and in consecutive order (1:3); so that those who are being taught, namely Theophilus, will know the exact truth (1:4). This main emphasis guides narrative from the origins of Jesus (prophecy, birth, and childhood) (1-2); the ministry and teachings of Jesus (3-22), to the fulfillment of the scriptures (22-24) that Moses and the Prophets have written (1:68-79, 4:18-19, 4:21, 9:35, 16:31, 19:37-38, 20:17, 20:41-44,  24:27).

2. Specific Materials: 

Chapter 1: Jesus- Origins of His Coming
Chapter 2: Jesus- Birth and Childhood
Chapter 3: Jesus- Preparing for the Son of God/God of Salvation
Chapter 4: Jesus- Ministry Begins
Chapter 5: Jesus- Calling Disciples
Chapter 6: Jesus- Selecting and Teaching His Disciples 
Chapter 7: Jesus- The Expected One
Chapter 8: Jesus Teaching: - The Kingdom of God
Chapter 9: Jesus Transfigured- Chosen one, listen to Him.
Chapter 10: Jesus- Sends out Disciples
Chapter 11: Jesus Teaching: New life
Chapter 12: Jesus Teaching: Beware
Chapter 13: Jesus Teaching: Salvation and the Kingdom
Chapter 14: Jesus Teaching: My Kind of People
Chapter 15: Jesus Teaching: Not all is Lost
Chapter 16: Jesus Teaching: Stewardship and Money
Chapter 17: Jesus Teaching: Instructing the Disciples
Chapter 18: Jesus Teaching: Justice, Praying, and Riches
Chapter 19: Jesus: Enters Jerusalem
Chapter 20: Jesus Challenged with Questions.
Chapter 21: Jesus Teaching: Things to Come
Chapter 22: Jesus Last Days: Dinner, Prayer, & Betrayal
Chapter 23: Jesus Last Days: Disposition, Punishment, & Burial
Chapter 24: Jesus Last Days: Resurrected and Ascending






3. Structure

1. The Beginning of the Gospel (1:5-2:52)
a. The conceptions (1:5-1:56)
b. The Births (1:57-2:39)
c. The Childhood of Jesus (2:40-52)

2. The Ministry of Jesus (3:1-21:46)
a. Ministry Outside Jerusalem (3:1-8:56; 9:12-62; 9:25-19:27)
b. Ministry of Disciples (9:1-11; 10:1-24)
c. Ministry In Jerusalem (19:28-22:46)

3. The Last Days of Jesus (22:47-24:53)
a. Jesus’ Arrest and Trial (22:47-23:25)
b. Jesus’ Death and Burial (23:26-56)
c. Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension (24:1-53)

4.  Major Structural Relationships:

A. Preparation/Realization (Specifically: prediction-fulfillment)
	At the beginning of the Book of Luke, the reader is introduced to an Arch-Angel 	Gabriel who delivers a message to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Gabriel foretells the birth of Jesus and will be called the "Son of God" (1:35). Later in Luke's book, we are told that no one knows the Son of God besides the Father and those the Son reveals it (10:22). Jesus reveals this to His disciples (22:70). 	The foretelling of Gabriel is thus fulfilled first to the Disciples. 

Questions: What is the meaning of this background material? How does it prepare for what follows? Why did the writer prepare for what follows? Why did the writer prepare for what follows in this way? What are the implications?

Key Passages:
	(1:35)- Gabriel predicts that Jesus will be called the "Son of God."
	(22:70)- It is confirmed to the Disciples that Jesus is the "Son of God."

B. Biographical generalization
1. The Purpose of Jesus’ Ministry: Jesus moves from town to town and city to city, preaching the Gospel to those in the synagogues throughout Judea, to those in the temple in Jerusalem. This is the purpose for which his ministry is established. God the Father reinforces this purpose by declaring from the cloud to listen to 	Jesus because he is the Chosen One.

	Key Passages:
	(4:43)- The Purpose of the Ministry of Jesus: Preach the Kingdom of God.
	(10:35)- God the Father declares Jesus the Chosen one and to listen to 	Him.


2. The Purpose of Jesus’ Life: It becomes evident that the life of Jesus is moving towards His Ascension (9:31). The event of the Transfiguration is a significant moment in the life and ministry of Jesus. The narrative begins to focus on his journey towards Jerusalem as Jesus' face was turned towards it (9:53) from the transfiguration moving forward to the end of the book of Luke. The purpose of the Life of Jesus in having to be handed over to men is to fulfill the saving of men's life instead of destroying them. 

	Key Passages:
	(9:44)- to be delivered to the hands of men and suffer. 
	(9:56)- to save, not destroy men.

Questions: What is the meaning of the particular statement? How is the particular statement generalized in the material that follows? How does the general statement illumine the particulars? Why did the writer include this movement from particular to general? What are the implications?

5. High Critical Data

a. Implied Author- There is no internal evidence of the Author outside of referring to himself in the first person in (1:2) with the pronoun "me."
b. Implied Recipient(s)- Theophilus (1:3) has been identified by the Author as the recipient of this writing. 
c. Date- Although there are references to the time of the book's events, there is no substantial evidence as to when the author wrote this book. 
d. Occasion- This book was written, having investigated the account of things from eyewitnesses and servants of the Word (1:2), so that Theophilus may know the exact truth about what he has been taught (1:4).

6. Other Major Impressions:

· Teaching the Disciples- who would be considered Servants of the word and eyewitnesses may intentionally affirm their stories and validate their accounts to be true. To use investigative language "By their own admission."
· Geographically, Luke offers a progression towards Jerusalem in the Ministry of Jesus. It appears to reverse the order of Beginning from the Sea of Galilee venturing down through Judea (4:44) and ending in Jerusalem. There are two accounts in Luke that take this journey. As a child, Jesus travels this back and forth from Nazareth and Jerusalem, then in His ministry works towards Jerusalem one last time.
· There is another theme in Luke that is repeated. Referencing the Moses and the Prophets of old and the fulfilled of what they wrote. (1:68-79, 4:18-19, 4:21, 9:35, 16:16 & 31, 19:37-38, 20:17, 20:41-44, 24:27).
· Within the three subsections, we also have a theme of "Journey." The narrative of the early days Leading up to the birth of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph journey through several places. Likewise, The Journey that Jesus and His Disciples take are in various towns and cities in Judea. Then in the last days of Jesus, he takes a journey between several leaders after his arrest until he is sentenced to the cross. Overall, Jesus takes a journey to earth and then back to Heaven.
· Only a few occasions that Jesus (the Son of Man) is referred to as the Son of God. Gabriel prophesizes it in 1:35; God declares it 3:22 and 10:35; The Author writes it 3:38, and The Disciples ask it in 22:70 where Jesus affirms their speculation. It should also be noted that in 10:22, The "Son of God" has to be revealed.
· The book of Luke has a theme of “Joy”. (1:14, 1:44, 2:10, 6:23, 8:13, 10:17, 15:7, 15:10, 19:37, 24:41)











