
Detailed Observation of Luke 24:32-35

DO1- This passage deals with the two men traveling on the road towards Emmaus from Jerusalem (13). Jesus had just revealed himself to them (31) after breaking bread with them (30) and then vanished (31). The two men began to converse with each other about how their hearts burned within them while Jesus, referenced as “He”(32) and who has not revealed Himself to them (16), was speaking to them; explicitly explaining the scriptures concerning what the prophets had spoken (25). The two men seem to be processing their encounter with the risen Jesus, who had just vanished (31). Their "burning hearts" resulted from having the scriptures explained to them concerning the things that had taken place in Jerusalem (14), namely the death and burial of Jesus.  
	DOQ1- What is the meaning of their hearts "burning," and what is its significance? How is the “explanation of the scriptures” connected to their “hearts burning”? What are the implications?

DO2- The Author continues the account of these two men with immediate action, "That very hour" (33a), the men "got up" and traveled back to Jerusalem (33b). Their "hearts burning" (31) seemed to provoke action to go back to Jerusalem. We are told the journey from Emmaus to Jerusalem is 7 miles (13b). There is no evidence why they decided to return to Jerusalem, but the author informs the reader that they found gathered the 11 apostles and others (33b).
	DOQ2- What is the connection between their “hearts burning” and the immediacy of returning to Jerusalem? What does it mean that they "found gathered together the 11 and those who were with them", and what is its significance? Why did they return to Jerusalem?  What are the implications?

DO3- Upon arriving in Jerusalem, the two men found gathered together the eleven apostles and others (33b) and reported to them that: 1) the Lord “really’ has risen (34a) and 2) “has appeared to Simon” (34b). The use of the word “really” may indicate that the two men were validating earlier claims of the tomb being empty and that Jesus was alive (22-24). There is no evidence in the passage that Jesus appeared to Simon though it is mentioned by the author here in 34b. The author could include this detail to clarify the "Some of those who were with us" in 24a.
	DOQ3- What does the word "really" emphasize, and what is its significance? What is the relationship between "the Lord has really risen" and the statement "has appeared to Simon"? Why does the author provide the detail concerning Jesus appearing to Simon? What is its significance? Why did the two men report these things to the eleven and those gathered with them? What are the implications?

DO4- The author reveals to the reader that the experience of the two men encountering the risen Jesus on the “road” (35a) was related to the eleven and those who were gathered with them (35). Specifically, they mentioned their experience with Jesus when they were prevented from recognizing Him (16) and when they did recognize him in the "breaking of the bread" (35b). The author seems to use the word "began" (35a) to imply that the two men, after saying the Lord has risen (34), related their experience in order to validate their claim that Jesus is alive.
	DOQ4- What is the connection between (34) "The Lord has really risen," and (35a) "they began to relate their experiences? What is its significance? What is the relationship between their experiences on the “road” and in the “breaking of bread”? Why did they recognize Jesus in the breaking of bread (30-31) and relate it to all those gathered together in Jerusalem (35)? What are the implications?

Most potentially promising questions to pursue interpretation.
1. What is the connection between their “hearts burning” and the immediacy of returning to Jerusalem?
2. Why did they recognize Jesus in the breaking of bread (30-31) and relate it to all those gathered together in Jerusalem (35)? What are the implications?


