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Sermon Summary:

Paul and Silas do not pray as a plan to escape, nor as a demand for relief. Instead, in
the darkest and most unjust moment, they pray and sing hymns, bearing witness to
their confidence in God’s sovereignty. Their prayer is not focused on changing
circumstances but on honoring God in the midst of them. God responds powerfully,
but not predictably, freeing prisoners, restraining vengeance, and drawing the jailer
and his household to faith. The story reminds us that prayer is first about alignment
with God, not control of outcomes.

Conversation Starter: What's a song you tend to play when you're in a bad mood or having
a rough day, and why that song?

Prayer: Faithful God,
We come to you not for quick answers, but because you are worthy of our trust.

Shape our hearts as we open your Word.

Teach us to pray and praise you even when the way forward is unclear.
Align us with your will and meet us in this time.

Amen.

Read Scripture together: Acts 16: 16-34; Optional Psalm 138

3-Question Study Method
Use this method to understand the passage.
1.What is the passage about?
2.What do | learn about God?
3.What is the lesson | learn that | can apply to my life?
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Discussion Questions:
e \What do Paul and Silas’s prayers reveal about what they believed about God?
e \Why do you think the text highlights prayer and singing rather than what they prayed for?
e How does this story challenge the idea that prayer’s primary purpose is to fix our
circumstances?
e Where are you tempted to pray mainly for relief rather than alignment with God?
e Paul and Silas had the chance to escape, but they stayed. Why do you think they chose
not to run, and what does that reveal about what mattered most to God in that moment?
e \Who is watching your response to suffering, and what does your posture in prayer say
about God to them?
e \What does it look like to practice prayer and praise when you don’t yet know how God
will respond, and what makes that difficult for you personally?
e Optional Deeper Dive: How does this story challenge the way we think about God’s
responsibility versus our responsibility in prayer, especially when suffering continues
o [eader note: This question invites reflection on sovereignty, trust, and faithfulness
without forcing abstract debate. If the group starts drifting into theory, gently bring it
back to lived experience: How does this belief actually shape the way you pray?

Memory Verse: Psalm 138:3 (NIV)
"When | called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me.

Closing Prayer: God,

You see us in the midnight hours, when answers feel far away and hope feels thin.

Teach us to pray honestly and to praise You even when circumstances don’t change right
away. Give us trust when we're tempted to doubt, and courage when following You feels
costly. Use our faithfulness, even in suffering, to bring light, hope, and life to others. We
place what we cannot control into Your hands, trusting that You are present, working, and
good. Amen.




