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			1 - It is Reasonable to Believe in God

				We live in an unbelieving world! Many have accepted Satan’s lie that faith in God as the Creator of all things disagrees with modern science. Such could not be further from the truth! Faith in the existence of God as Creator is both reasonable and in harmony with the facts of science. A refusal to believe that God created all things is very unreasonable.

				Faith in God as Creator is reasonable because creation requires a creator. If one sees a lovely, well-built house, he does not say, “I wonder how that house came into existence.” He knows that the existence of the house means that someone built it. This is also true of our world. The fact that it exists requires that there must be one who built it. “For every house is builded by some one; but he that built all things is God.” (Hebrews 3:4).

				Faith in God as the Creator of all things is reasonable because life can only come from life! Everyone understands that that which is dead can not produce that which is alive. In Europe during the Middle Ages, people were very ignorant. They believed in “spontaneous generation,” that is, that non-living things could give birth to living things. Louis Pasteur, a great French scientist in the 19th century, proved that spontaneous generation is false. Only life can produce life!

				Let us make application to the world and the people in it. How did it come to be? There are only two possibilities. Either the world and all living things in it came from dead, non-living, non-thinking matter, or it came from mind, intelligence, life, therefore, God. What do you think?

				Does a nest create a bird to sit in it, or does the bird, a living being, create the nest? Does a car make a man to drive it, or does the man who is living and intelligent create the car? The non-living things are created by the living things, not the other way around.  It is totally unreasonable to believe that the earth which is filled with living plants, animals and persons, was brought into being by dead matter, or by nothing at all. However, it is very reasonable to believe that a supreme, intelligent Being, God, brought into existence the universe and the wonderful varieties of life which live in it.

				It is also reasonable to believe in God as Creator because of the plan and purpose in the universe. The universe operates according to law. Scientists are busy discovering these laws which they use for man’s benefit. The order and design of the laws point to a Master mind who originated them. It is not possible that our orderly universe happened by chance. For example, the earth is 93 million miles (150,000,000 km) from the sun. If the earth were closer, it would burn up. If it were farther away, the earth would freeze. Did this just happen by chance? Or, did a living Mind, God, design this in order to serve the purpose of supporting life?

				Did the complex universe which operates in such orderly fashion, according to definite laws, just happen by chance? Or, is it the result of an intelligent God who created it? It would be more reasonable to assume that the telephone directory of Sydney, Australia, a city of more than 4,000,000 people, just happened by chance than to assume that the orderly universe came into existence by chance!

				It is reasonable to believe that, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Only a powerful, highly intelligent God could have created the wonderful, complex world in which we live. Truly, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalm 14:1).

				Let us humble ourselves before our Creator that made the world and all things therein (Acts 17:24)2. Let us acknowledge that in him we live, and move, and have our being (Acts 17:28)3. To deny the existence of God is the greatest of all foolishness!

		

	
		
			2 - The Godhead

				Since man has known God, there has been some confusion about who God is. This confusion basically comes from false teachings about God and His nature. When we read the Bible as a whole, we can clearly see who God is and what He consists of.

				When we say the words “human nature,” we are talking about the characteristics that make someone human.  There is only one human nature.  Someone is either human or they are not.  But even though there is only one human nature, there are billions of persons who possess that human nature.

				Similarly, when we say the word “God,” we are talking about the “divine nature.”  Divine nature refers to the characteristics that make someone divine.  There is only one divine nature, and therefore there is only one God.  Someone is either divine or they are not.  But even though there is only one divine nature, there are three persons who possess that divine nature.  We refer to them as 1) God the Father, 2) God the Son, and 3) God the Holy Spirit.

				Saying that there are three persons who possess divine nature is NOT declaring that there are three “Gods.”  Remember, the word “God” means “divine nature,” not the persons who possess that divine nature.  Since there is only one divine nature, there is only one God.

				The Bible teaches there is only one God, or divine nature. Isaiah 44:6 says, “Thus saith Jehovah, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, Jehovah of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God.” Galatians 3:20 says, “God is one”! Mark 12:32 says, “And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he.” The Bible clearly teaches there is only one God (James 2:194; Romans 3:305).

				Remember, even though there is only one God (divine nature), there are three persons who possess it.  Notice Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:”  The word for “one” in this verse is a Hebrew word meaning “united.”  This verse is not talking about the divine nature and saying that there is only one God in number, but instead it is talking about the fact that the different persons of the Godhead are united.  It is the same same as a coach telling a team to play together as “one.”  The coach would be telling the multiple personalities of the team to work together and be united.  But you couldn’t have a team or unity if you didn’t have multiple personalities. In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...” Notice the inspired Word of God here quotes God referring to Himself by using “Us,” and “Our.” 

				There is one God because the word “God” means “divine nature” and there is only one divine nature.  But there are three persons who possess that divine nature. These personalities are separate in function, yet one in thought and purpose. They are unified as one, perfect, complete God!

				Let’s notice the distinct personalities in the following verses. In Ephesians 4:6, Paul said, “one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.” Paul refers here to the one God, known as the “Father.” Matthew 1:23 says, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, And they shall call his name Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, God with us.” Here we see a reference to God, the Son (John 3:166). Finally, in Acts 5:3-4, we see the final personality of God: “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? While it remained, did it not remain thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou has not lied unto men, but unto God.” Here Peter told Ananias that he had not lied to men but to God, the “Holy Spirit.” These three personalities make up the one Godhead.

				Who is God? In the very first verse of God’s Word, the Bible, we see who God is. Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Here we see that God is the Creator. This gives us an idea of how powerful and magnificent God is.

				Let’s consider a few other important facts about God:

			
					He is eternal, which means without beginning or end (Psalm 90:27). 

					He is all powerful, so powerful that He even created the world and us!  

					He is all knowing; nothing can be hid from God (Proverbs 5:218; 1 John 3:209). 

					He is everywhere, at all times (Psalm 139:7-1010; 2 Chronicles 16:911). 

					He is perfect, and does not sin (1 John 1:512). 

					He is unchanging, and will always remain the same (Malachi 3:613; Hebrews 13:814). 

					He is a Spirit, not flesh (John 4:2415; Luke 24:3916). 

			

				This is the God you and I serve! 

				

		

	
		
			3 - Who is Jesus?

				Who is Jesus? Since He came into this world, there have been those who have asked, “Who is this man? Is He just a man, or is He the Son of God and the Saviour of the world?” From the Scriptures we may find the answer.

				In the first place, Jesus is referred to as “God” in the Bible. The prophet Isaiah, in Isaiah 9:6-717, called Him “Mighty God.” In John 1:1-318, 1419, Jesus is called “the Word” which is God and became flesh and dwelled among men. In Hebrews 1:8 we read, “but of the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; And the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” In John 3:1620, Jesus is called the Son of God sent to save the world from sin. Yes, Jesus is Divine, according to the Scriptures. He is referred to as God, as the living Word, the Christ (the Anointed One), and as the Son of God. He is not just a good man or teacher. 

				In the second place, Jesus showed that He is God. Who but God has the power to create? In John 1:1-321, we read that all things were created through Jesus Christ. Who is to be worshipped but God? Scriptures such as Matthew 4:1022, Revelation 19:1023, and Revelation 22:924, show that men are to worship God. Jesus accepted the worship of men while on earth (Matthew 8:225; 9:1826). Therefore, Jesus is God. He is eternal. He is not a created being. He is the author of Creation. He is the living Word through whom all things were created.

				The epistle to the Colossians sets forth the dignity and the Divinity of Jesus (Colossians 1:13-2027). Also in Philippians 2:9-11, Paul wrote, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Thus, Jesus the Christ is more than an angel and He is more than a prophet. Jesus Christ is Deity. He is the Son of God.

				Who has the right to forgive sins? God has the right to forgive sins.  While on earth, Jesus had the power to forgive sins and to heal miraculously (Mark 2:1-1228). Only God can forgive sins. Therefore, since Jesus forgave sins while on earth, Jesus is Deity.

				Finally, we note that Jesus was one with the Father. In John 10:30, we read, “I and the Father are one.” These are the words of Jesus describing His relationship to the Father. They are one in nature, purpose, and teaching. Philip once said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus answered, Have I been so long time with you, and dost thou not know me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; how sayest thou, Show us the Father?” (John 14:8-9). In Philippians 2:5-8, there is a statement which shows that Jesus was one with God. “Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross.”

				What has been said of Jesus here is true of no other person who has ever lived.  He is the Son of God, He is not mere man! He is not a created being!  He is not as one of the angels, He is above the angels!

				The entire epistle to the Hebrews points out the contrast between the old Law of Moses and the New Covenant of Christ. It also exalts Jesus above all. The epistle begins: “God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds; who being the effulgence of his glory, and the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had made purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; having become by so much better than the angels, as he hath inherited a more excellent name than they.” (Hebrews 1:1-4).

				When we sinned by rebelling against God’s commandments we became spiritually separated from God.  “For the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23)  “Death” means “a separation.”  The only way back to the presence of God is through obeying Jesus.  “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6).  The words of Jesus tell us to believe in Him as the Son of God (John 8:2429). We must then repent of our sins, that is, change our minds and then change our lives, turning away from sin (Luke 13:330). Then we must confess Jesus as the Son of God, and be buried in baptism for the forgiveness of our sins (Acts 8:36-3931). It is then that we are cleansed by the blood of Christ, and added by the Lord to the church of Christ, which was purchased with His precious blood (Acts 2:4132, 4733; 20:2834).  The church is the body of Christ.  (Ephesians 1:22-2335)  Jesus has promised to save the faithful in the body, the church.  (Revelation 2:1036; Ephesians 5:2337) 

		

	
		
			4 - The Bible is the Word of God

				Many people deny the Bible is the Word of God, God’s revelation of Himself to us, but many others have clearly seen the overwhelming evidence. We must respect it, obey it, and see it as the singular standard of authority for our lives. As we apply it to our lives and live it as we should, then we enjoy peace, comfort, and the hope of eternal life.

				In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the apostle Paul affirms, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” The word in the original Greek translated “inspiration” means “God-breathed.”  The Scriptures contained in the Bible are a product of the Divine breath.  They are a complete record of what God needed to communicate to man.  Nothing is left out. Everything we need is furnished through the Word of God.

				But the Bible has its critics—those who have leveled, and continue to level, attacks against it, yet, without foundation. Let us look at some of the great truths of the inspiration of the Word of God, the inspiration of the Bible. The arguments will clearly tell us God has “breathed” this book. It’s His book, His word. He inspired the writing of it.

			PREPARATION

				How can there be such unity and harmony in the word of God, considering that it was written over a period of some 1,500 years by more than 40 different men? Well, it was all orchestrated or directed by the inspiration of Almighty God.

			We might liken that to a block of stone from which 40 different sculptors each took away a piece. Each would work on his piece for a time; and, then, when all the pieces were brought back together, they formed a beautiful statue, a great work of art. How could that be done? The only way would be to have someone masterminding it, according to a pattern or a plan that had been given them.

			That’s exactly what we have with the Bible. We have Someone masterminding its preparation. We have the Master of the Universe, the God of Heaven, through the Holy Spirit, inspiring the 40 or so writers of this book over a period of 1,500 years to write it just as God wanted it written, with perfect harmony, absolute unity, and with a great theme of redemption, or the salvation of mankind, through, ultimately, the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ.

			PEOPLE

				The people depicted in the Bible say something about the inspiration of this Book. When man is writing about a great person, he tends to gloss over the inadequacies or the wrongs of that great man, but not the Bible. It depicts both the good and the bad qualities of its characters with complete and absolute fairness and objectivity, as no other book would do. Think of the great king of old, David, one who was called “the man after God’s own heart.” (Acts 13:2238) He was a great man, yet, he sinned. His sins are pointed out. His shortcomings are set forth in fairness and objectivity. Such is the case with every character depicted in the Bible. Man would not write a book in this way, but the people depicted in the Bible show it is written by the inspiration of God.

			PROPHECIES

				How many prophecies there are that are fulfilled in the greatest detail in the Bible! Many Old Testament prophesies are fulfilled in complete detail in the New Testament. We see the principle of the fulfillment of prophesy and that it shows God is the author of the book. In Isaiah 41:21-23. God, writing through the prophet, says, “Produce your cause, saith Jehovah; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring forth, and declare unto us what shall happen: declare ye the former things, what they are, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or show us things to come. Declare the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.”

				In other words, in challenging false prophets, or false gods, God says through His prophet Isaiah, “You predict the future. You show us the things that are to come. Let this be clear evidence that you have divine power.” They could not do so, but God has done so. Prophecy is a tremendously powerful proof of the inspiration of the Word of God. It’s interesting this same prophet Isaiah could mention a man by the name of Cyrus, King of Persia, call him by name as the one who would ultimately issue the decree that would allow God’s people to return from Babylonian Captivity under the Persian reign. When did he mention Cyrus by name? More than 100 years before Cyrus was ever born! How could it have been done? Only by the inspiration of God. Hundreds of prophecies relating to Jesus Christ are made in the Old Testament and fulfilled in minute detail in the New Testament.

			PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

				The Bible makes statements concerning science, geography, or medicine which reveal things not discovered by science until hundreds or thousands of years later.  This prior knowledge could not have been known other than by the inspiration of God. This is called scientific foreknowledge. In Leviticus 17:11, Moses says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of the life.” Blood has always been important in God’s scheme of redemption. There were animal sacrifices made under the old covenant that pointed to the ultimate shedding of the precious blood of Jesus Christ, which would take away the sins of the world (as we respond and are obedient to the teachings of the Gospel).

			How could Moses have known the life of the flesh is in the blood? Haven’t we always known the life of the flesh is in the blood, that if we drain the blood from the body we die? No. In fact, in one point in history, during the time George Washington lived, bloodletting was still practiced. It was believed that by letting out the blood, one let out the disease. Of course, this was not true, but George Washington was bled to death in the process. It was not helpful, but harmful. How did Moses say the life of the flesh is in the blood, when we really didn’t understand that concept for hundreds upon hundreds of years thereafter? He knew by the inspiration of God.

				In Job 26:7, the writer says, “He stretcheth out the north over empty space, And hangeth the earth upon nothing.” How did the ancient writer of Job know that God has hung the earth upon nothing? Have we always known that? Certainly not. We have had fanciful ideas such as Atlas’ supporting this earth on his strong shoulders, or the earth’s swimming in a cosmic sea on the back of a giant turtle—neither idea very scientific and both certainly false. How did the writer of Job so long ago say the Lord hangs the earth upon nothing? He knew by inspiration, and only by inspiration.

			PRESERVATION

				The fact the Bible has been preserved down through time, despite its attackers and critics, despite those who would have set it aside, despite those who predicted it would never last, is a proof of its inspiration. How has it survived? How has it been preserved? It has been preserved through the providence of Almighty God. We don’t have the original manuscripts of the Bible, but we don’t need the original manuscripts. More copies of the New Testament have been preserved through time than any other ancient book.  To say we do not have an accurate copy of the New Testament is to say we do not have any accurate copy of any ancient book.  But we do not dismiss other works as being inaccurate due to fewer copies, so therefore, we should not dismiss the preservation of the Bible.

				Why was it preserved as it was? Why has it come down through generation after generation as it has? Because Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away but my words shall not pass away.” (Luke 21:33) God, in His providence, has preserved for us down through time accurate translations of His inspired Word given to the original writers, that we might know with certainty there is abundant proof for the validity, the accuracy, the genuineness of the Bible text we have. Without question, there is more manuscript evidence for this book than any other great book written by mere man.

			PRODUCT

				The product of the Word is a life of peace and the promise of a beautiful eternal life in Heaven with God.  These products are the result of a complete transformation that can only come through obedience to the inherently powerful, inspired Word. Paul urged the Roman Christians to continue to transform their lives by feeding upon the Word of God. (Romans 12:239) He commended the Ephesian elders to the Word of God, which is “able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32)

				The Word of God will cause one to say, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me.” (Galatians 2:20). The word of God will cause me to say, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). The Word of God will cause me to say that I look forward to the heavenly home of the soul as a result of my sweet and continual obedience to the word of God, which is able to build me up and to give me an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

		

	
		
			5 - Science Proves the Bible

				Sometimes we are led to believe that all true scientists do not believe in God, or the Bible. However, this is not correct. True science is not opposed to the Bible. In fact, science, properly applied and understood, proves the Bible to be inspired. The Bible is not a science textbook. However, whenever it makes a statement relating to a a scientific principle or fact, it is completely accurate.

				Let us notice some examples of the harmony between science and the Bible. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) This was written by Moses through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit about 1500 B.C. In 1820 A.D. a man named Hubert Spencer gave the world five scientific principles by which man may study the unknown. They are time, force, energy, space, and matter. However, Moses, by inspiration, gave us those scientific principles in Genesis 1:1. “In the beginning”—time; “God”—force; “created”—energy; “the heavens”—space; “and the earth”—matter. All of Spencer’s scientific principles are right there in Genesis 1:1.

				When we come to the Psalms, we find an interesting statement in Psalm 8:8. The passage mentions “The birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, Whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.” The phrase the paths of the seas caused a man named Matthew Fontaine Maury to begin a search which led to the discovery of ocean currents, the natural paths of the seas created by God. Maury concluded that if God’s Book said they were there, they must be there! He was right.

				The Bible is not a geography textbook, or an archaeology textbook. However, whenever the Bible makes a statement relating to these sciences, it is completely accurate. Notice the Lord’s statement for example, in Luke 10:30. “Jesus made answer and said, A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, who both stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead.” Now, Jericho is northeast of Jerusalem, and normally we do not speak of going down when we refer to going north. We generally speak of going down south and up north. Why did the Lord say the man went down from Jerusalem? It is because Jerusalem is some 2,500 feet (762 meters) above sea level. When one leaves Jerusalem in Palestine he goes down to go anywhere in the area. Therefore, our Lord’s statement is completely accurate, and is recorded accurately by inspiration. 

				Many archaeologists have explored the land of Palestine. Has any one of those scientists ever discovered anything which disproves the Bible? No. Many archaeological discoveries have confirmed the Biblical record. However, none has ever contradicted the Word of God. 

				If the Bible claims to be a product of the divine breath, which it does in 2 Timothy 3:1640, then we would expect God to get geographical and archaeological details right. If we can’t trust the Bible with geographical and archaeological facts, then why would we trust it in matters of a soul’s salvation? In reality, the Bible records things like geography and history accurately.  Other books claiming to be inspired of God make errors in geography, math, or whatever.  Those books are clearly not from God due to their errors.  But the Bible gets facts correct, including scientific facts that were not “discovered” or learned until hundreds of years later.

				Many other examples of the harmony between science and the Bible could be given. However, the ones we have examined are sufficient to show that the Bible is the word of God. As the apostle Paul declared, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17, KJV).

				The Bible is accurate in matters of science, history, and geography, and it is accurate in the matter of salvation. The Bible tells us that to be saved we must believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” (John 8:24) However, the same Lord said, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish.” (Luke 13:3). Jesus also spoke of confessing Him before men. “Every one therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I also confess before my Father who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). And Jesus declared, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). It is then that the Lord Himself adds us to the church of the New Testament, the one body of believers. If the Bible is accurate in matters of science, it is accurate in the matter of salvation. Will you respond to the inspired Word?

		

	
		
			6 - Authority in Religion

				When God found that the children of Israel were becoming disobedient to Him, He spoke to them through Moses and warned them that He would bring forth a man like Moses to speak to them. Whoever disobeyed His word would perish (Deuteronomy 18:15-1941).

				This promise to the children of Israel was fulfilled by the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 3:19-2642). He was born to redeem the world. But He was rejected by the children of Israel among whom He was born and grew up.

				One day during His earthly ministry our Lord took three of His disciples and went up into a high mountain and he was transfigured, or changed, before them; “and his garments became glistering, exceeding white, so as no fuller on earth can whiten them. And there appeared unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter answereth and saith to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. For he knew not what to answer; for they became sore afraid. And there came a cloud overshadowing them: and there came a voice out of the cloud, This is my beloved Son: hear ye him.” (Mark 9:2-7).

				What was the meaning of all this? Moses stood for the Law. People should no longer follow the Law of Moses as a system of worshiping God. Sabbath-keeping, tithing, animal sacrifices, and instrumental music are no longer required. Elijah stood for the prophets who spoke about the coming on earth of a Saviour from the seed of David. Now that the Saviour has come, men should not go back to the Law and the prophets, but obey the words of Jesus Christ!

				Whatever Christ said was not of His own, but words from God the Father. “And if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath given me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life eternal: the things therefore which I speak, even as the Father hath said unto me, so I speak.” (John 12:47-50).

				Many people do not obey the words of Christ. Even many religious people have turned away from the words of Christ and substituted their own thoughts. They do not think that Christ was right when he said: “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:1843). “My” indicates ownership. It is completely wrong for a man or a group of people to form their own denomination and worship the Lord there. Jesus said: “Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit.” (Matthew 15:13-14).

				The founders of human denominations are blind leaders. Those who worship therein are blind followers. This is why Jesus warned: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:21-23). At the Judgment, Jesus will deny certain ones, not because they did not worship Him, but because they did not do it according to His will. 

				We know His will because His words are recorded for us in the Bible.  Before, He left to return to Heaven, Jesus passed His authority on to His apostles and those inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Those men were to carry on the work of Jesus.  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  The Holy Spirit made sure that the inspired writers wrote down what was correct.  The Scriptures they wrote were a product of the divine breath, or God-breathed.  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” The Bible is the word of God and is a product of the divine breath.  It gives us everything we need for doctrine, correction, instruction in righteousness, and equips us for every good work.  The authority of God is locked in the Bible.

				God promised to build a house (Isaiah 2:2-344). This house is what Christ called My church. Jesus bought this church with His blood: “Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28). No one has a right to form any other church or call it by any name of his choosing.

				Let us respect God’s authority! We must not add to the things which God has commanded! We must not subtract from any of the things God has commanded (Revelation 22:18-1945). If we do not respect God’s authority in the Bible, we cannot be saved (2 John 9-1146).

				Remember, we will be judged by the words of Christ. “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48)

		

	
		
			7 - The New Covenant

				Christians today are not under the law God gave to Israel at Mt Sinai. While this law (covenant) was in effect, Jeremiah, the prophet, foretold the Lord would make a new covenant with His people (Jeremiah 31:31-3447). This was fulfilled when the New Testament was given (Hebrews 8:6-1348). We today do not live under the law God gave to Israel. We live under the Law of Christ. In the times of the Old Testament, different men served as High Priest.  Jesus Christ is now our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-1649). “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law” (Hebrews 7:12). That Old Law, which was given to Israel at Mt. Sinai, ceased when Jesus died on the cross: “having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14; please see also Galatians, chapter 3 and 4 and 2 Corinthians, chapter 3).

				Jesus Christ was born under the Law of Moses. He kept it perfectly. That is why He worshipped in the synagogue and the temple. 

				After Jesus returned to Heaven and gave His apostles the command to teach men His instructions, (Matthew 28:19-2050), he apostles often went into the synagogues to teach because the Jews gathered there. But the apostles were not observing the Sabbath as a special day of worship anymore. They were simply using it as an opportunity to teach the gospel!

				The Bible plainly teaches the special day of worship for Christians is the first day of the week. (Acts 20:751; 1 Corinthians 16:1-252) 

				The Old Testament records the history of the world and communicates to us about who God is and the fact that He would send a Savior.  Now that the Savior has come, we are to listen to Him and His teachings and follow a New Covenant.  (Hebrews 1:1-253)  

				When governments publish lawbooks they sometimes contain old laws carried over from previous years.  The New Testament has thoughts and ideas that were contained in the Old Testament, such as “Do not commit adultery.”  However, new lawbooks sometimes strike out old laws and do not carry them over, and even print new laws.  Similarly, the New Testament does not carry over some things from the Old Testament, such as animal sacrifices.  Also, the New Testament establishes new things such as worshipping on the first day of the week.

				Just as lawyers and judges may learn from older lawbooks, we learn from the Old Testament.  But none of us should follow laws that do not apply to us today.

		

	
		
			8 - The Steps of Salvation

				The Bible teaches that sin is a transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:454). All people who know the difference between right and wrong have sinned (Romans 3:2355). The punishment for sin is death, which means a separation from God (Romans 6:2356; Isaiah 59:1-257). This is the second death which is the lake that burneth with fire (Revelation 21:858).

				God loves us. He does not want us to be separated from Him. Therefore, He has provided a way for us to be forgiven (John 3:1659). God created man perfect, but lost that perfect man when he sinned.  Only a perfect man could be given back to God to restore what He had lost.  Since we sin, we are not perfect and cannot restore a perfect man back to God.  God sent His only Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life and to die as a perfect sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:1060). Jesus suffered the punishment which we should have received for our sins (Isaiah 53:4-661). He did not die for His own sins, for He had none (2 Corinthians 5:2162). He suffered for our sins on the cross so that we can be forgiven (Romans 5:6-863; 1 Peter 2:2464). In order for us to be forgiven of our sins, and therefore receive eternal life, we must accept the salvation which Christ has made possible. There are six steps which we must take to receive this salvation.

			HEAR

				First, we must hear the Gospel of Jesus. The Bible teaches that faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:1765). One is not a Christian because his parents are. Faith cannot be inherited (Ezekiel 18:2066). Each person must believe in Jesus for himself. Christianity is a religion of teaching (Matthew 28:19-2067). Unless one has heard the Gospel and learned that Jesus Christ died for his sins, was buried, and arose from the dead, he cannot be saved (1 Corinthians 15:1-468). The apostle Paul wrote: “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14) One must first hear the Gospel before he can believe it.

			BELIEVE

				Second, one must believe that Jesus is the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:1669). Jesus said: “...except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). The jailor at Philippi asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They told him to Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house” (Acts 16:30-31). Jesus also said: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). One comes to believe in Jesus Christ when he hears the Gospel taught. Faith comes only by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:1770). This is the reason it is so important that the Gospel be preached to the whole world (Mark 16:1571).

			REPENT

				Third, one must repent of his sins in order to be saved (Acts 17:30-3172). Repentance is a change of mind that leads to a change in actions.  It is changing your mind about a life of sinning and rebelling against God’s commandments and changing your actions to stop sinning and start following God’s commandments.  Jesus commanded that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem (Luke 24:4773). Repentance is a result of being sorry for one’s sins (2 Corinthians 7:1074). When the Jews on Pentecost Day learned from Peter that they had crucified the Son of God, they were cut to the heart (Acts 2:3775). They wanted to be forgiven of their sins, so they asked, “What shall we do?” They were told “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins...” (Acts 2:37-38). When one repents, he turns away from his sins (1 Thessalonians 1:976). He shows he has repented by doing good works (Matthew 3:877).

			CONFESS

				Fourth, one must confess that Jesus is the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:1678). This great truth is the very foundation upon which the church of Christ is built (Matthew 16:1879; Acts 4:11-1280; 1 Corinthians 3:1181). Jesus said that we must be willing to confess Him before men if we want Him to confess us before the Father (Matthew 10:32-3382). The apostle Paul wrote: “But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach: because if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:8-10). When Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch, the eunuch asked, “what doth hinder me to be baptized?” Philip told him he could be baptized if he believed. The eunuch then confessed, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:35-3883). We must make this important, yet simple confession also in order to be saved.

			BE BAPTIZED

				Fifth, one must be baptized in order to be saved. Jesus said: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).  Please note that baptism follows belief. One who does not believe the Gospel cannot be truly baptized. Therefore, babies cannot be baptized for they are too young to (1) have sin, (2) hear the Gospel, (3) repent of sins, and (4) confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 		Baptism also follows repentance. On Pentecost Day, Peter told those who asked what to do to be saved to “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you...” (Acts 2:38). One cannot be truly baptized who has not truly repented.

				Baptism is a burial in water (Romans 6:3-484; Colossians 2:1285).  Therefore, sprinkling and pouring are not proper baptism. Baptism is in order to be saved (Mark 16:1686; 1 Peter 3:2187). One is not saved before he is baptized! Baptism is “unto the remission [forgiveness] of sins” (Acts 2:38). Just as Jesus shed His blood in order to obtain the remission of sins (Matthew 26:2888), so we are baptized in order to receive the remission of sins. In baptism, the sinner’s sins are washed away by the blood of Jesus (Acts 22:1689).

				What does one have to do in order to be forgiven of his sins? He must

			1.	Hear the Gospel of Christ;

			2.	Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God;

			3.	Repent of all his past sins;

			4.	Confess that Christ is God’s Son;

			5.	Be baptized for the remission of sins.

				When he does this, he is added by the Lord to His church (Acts 2:41,904791). He is born again (John 3:3-592; 2 Corinthians 5:1793). He is in Christ where all spiritual blessings are to be found. (Ephesians 1:394; Galatians 3:26-2795). In short, he is a Christian (Acts 11:2696; 26:2897; 1 Peter 4:1698).

				Are you saved from your sins? Have you taken these simple steps to salvation? If not, why not do so today?

		

	
		
			9 - The Church Built by Jesus

				Jesus said to Peter, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

				Jesus promised to build His church! He did not promise to build many churches, but only one.

				The church that Jesus built was not built upon Peter. The word Peter in the original Greek text of the New Testament is “petros,” which is a masculine word meaning “little rock.”  Jesus said “upon this rock” I will build my church.  The word translated “rock” is the Greek word “petra,” which is a feminine word meaning “big rock.”  It is impossible for the “rock” upon which Jesus was going to build His church to be Peter, because the word for “Peter” and the word for “rock” are two different words with different gender and meanings.  Instead, the church was built upon the great truth which Peter had just confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:1699).  The “Christ” means “The Anointed One.”  Jesus was the one the Old Testament prophets had prophesied would come and He is the one sent by God to offer salvation to mankind.  The church would be built on this truth, not on Peter.

				Paul wrote, For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11100). If a church is built on any other foundation, it cannot be the church which Jesus built! 

				Jesus is the head of His church: “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence” (Colossians 1:18).

				The Pope in Rome is not the head of the church which Jesus built. No man on earth, or group of men, is the head of Jesus’ church. Only Jesus has all authority, both in Heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18101).

				If a church does not have Jesus only as its head, it is not the church which Jesus built!

				The church is the body of Christ: “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23). A man can have only one body. Since Jesus is the Head of the church, and the church is His body, this means Jesus has only one church.  “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4).

				Jesus is the Savior of the body, which is His church: “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body” (Ephesians 5:23).

				Since the church is the body of Jesus and Jesus is going to save His body, this means that if one wants to be saved, he must be a member of the church which Jesus built!

				The church which Jesus promised to build began on the first Pentecost Day following the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Peter preached the crucified, resurrected, ascended Lord to a large crowd of people. He said, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). “When the people heard this, they were pricked in their heart and cried out Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter plainly commanded them to “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

				The Bible says, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).

			The last verse of Acts, chapter two, says: “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47b).  When the people believed that Jesus is the Son of God, turned away from their sins, and were baptized for the remission of sins, God added them to His church, the body of the saved.

				Are you a member of the church which Jesus built? You can become a member today in the same way they did on Pentecost Day when the church began. Believe, and confesss that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, repent of all your sins, and be baptized for the remission of your sins. When you do this, the Lord Himself will add you to the church which Jesus built.

		

	
		
			10 - The Worship of the Church of Christ

				Jesus said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24). Two things are required of worshipers if our devotions are to be acceptable to God.

			1.	We must worship in spirit. That is, our hearts must be right. We must be right in life. We must have the correct attitude. We must be thinking of what we are doing (Isaiah 1:11-20102; Proverbs 28:9103; Matthew 15:8104).

			2.	We must worship God in truth. To worship God in truth means that we will worship God according to the truth. God’s Word is truth (John 17:17105). Therefore, for our devotions to be acceptable to God, they must be offered in accordance with His Word.

				The New Testament gives the acts of worship in which Christians are to engage. The acts of worship mentioned in the Old Testament such as dancing, instrumental music, animal sacrifices, special singers, and the burning of incense, were commanded only of the nation of Israel. The Old Testament as a binding law for God’s people ended at the cross (Colossians 2:13-14106). Christians must learn from the New Testament, the law of Christ for all people today, how God wants to be worshipped today. The acts of worship required by God are plainly set forth in the New Testament.

			THE LORD’S SUPPER

				The Lord’s supper or communion (1 Corinthians 10:16107) consists of two things: (1) unleavened bread (without yeast) and (2) the fruit of the vine (grape juice). The purpose of the Lord’s Supper is to bring to our remembrance the sacrifice of the body and blood of Jesus on the cross for our sins (Matthew 26:26-29108). We must be very careful when we partake of the communion that we remember the blood and body of Jesus so that we partake in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:23-30109). Christians are to eat the Lord’s Supper every first day of every week (Acts 20:7110).

			PRAYER

				Prayers offered to God are to be a part of our public worship as well as our private daily devotions. There are many examples and precepts concerning prayer in the New Testament (1 Timothy 2:1-2111, 8112; Philippians 4:6113, etc.). In our prayers to God we give thanks and praise His name. In our prayers we can pray for our needs and for the needs of others. Jesus gave us a “model” prayer in Matthew 6:5-15114. He did not intend for us simply to repeat this prayer by rote, but gave it as an example by which we could pattern our own prayers. Jesus Christ is our mediator and High Priest. Therefore, our prayers are addressed to God in the name of Jesus (John 16:23115; 1 Timothy 2:5116; Hebrews 4:14-16117; 1 John 2:1-2118).

			PREACHING AND TEACHING GOD’S WORD

				God has commanded us to teach His Word (Matthew 28:19-20119). Both saved and sinners need to be taught. Therefore, a lesson from the Bible is one of the acts of worship in which Christians are to engage (Acts 2:42120). We must learn God’s Word so that we can grow stronger in Christ, teach others, and overcome false teachings (1 Peter 2:1-2121; 2 Timothy 2:2122; 4:1-5123). 

			GIVING

				Giving of our means is a part of our worship to God. This is the way Christ’s church gets the necessary funds to do its work. God has given us the perfect plan for giving (1 Corinthians 16:2124). We are told who is to give, “Let each one of you.” We are told when we are to give, “On the first day of the week.” We are also told how much to give, “As he may prosper.” We show our love for God when we give cheerfully and willingly to Him (2 Corinthians 9:7125).

			SINGING

				Christians are commanded to praise God in song (Colossians 3:16126). The kind of music God commanded for His church is vocal music only, that is, singing. There is no command or example anywhere in the New Testament for the use of mechanical instrumental music in Christian worship. To add instruments of music to our singing is a sin for it is adding to what God has told us that He wants. No man has the right to do this (Revelation 22:18-19127; 2 John 9-11128). We are to make melody in our hearts (Ephesians 5:19129), the instruments made by God, not instruments made by man! Neither has God commanded us to have special singers in our worship such as choirs. We are told to speak to ourselves (Ephesians 5:19130) and to teach and admonish one another (Colossians 3:16131).  If it is my responsibility to speak, teach, and admonish through singing, then I cannot pass off that responsibility to others in a choir or other body.  Every Christian must praise God in song just as every one must partake of the Lord’s Supper for himself. 

				God is the audience and recipient of our worship.  The purpose of our worship to God is not to entertain ourselves. Therefore, what we do in worship is not based on whatever appeals to us, but must be based upon what pleases God!

				When we understand God’s glory, majesty, wisdom, and strength, and reflect upon His infinite mercy in giving His Son to save us from our sins, our hearts will overflow. We will want to offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to his name (Hebrews 13:15132).

		

	
		
			11 - The Organization of the Church of Christ

				The church is a kingdom over which Christ rules as king (1 Timothy 6:15133; John 18:37134; John 19:19135). Christians are citizens in this kingdom (Colossians 1:13136; Hebrews 12:28137; Revelation 1:9138). The world is the territory of this kingdom (Matthew 28:19139; Mark 16:15140; Acts 1:8141). The new birth is the way we enter this kingdom (John 3:5142).

			ONE HEAD, ONE KING—CHRIST

				The church is the body of Christ and Christ is its only head (Ephesians 1:22-23143; 4:4144). He has all authority (Matthew 28:18145; Colossians 1:18146). Because Christ is the head, we take our instructions from Him. Because He is king, we must obey Him (Ephesians 5:24147).

				The church has no earthly headquarters. The headquarters of Christ’s church is in Heaven. Each congregation of the Lord’s body is independent and self-ruling. There is no pope, council, conference, or group of people controlling all the congregations of the Lord’s body.  In the second and third chapters of Revelation, we can see Christ speaking directly to different congregations.  Each one must answer to Christ for both the good and bad they have done.

			ELDERS

				Elders are to be appointed in every church when qualified men are available (Acts 14:23148; Titus 1:5149). In the New Testament, elders are also called presbyters (1 Timothy 4:14150); bishops (Philippians 1:1151; 1 Timothy 3:1-2152); overseers (Acts 20:28153; 1 Peter 5:2154); pastors (Ephesians 4:11,12155); and shepherds (1 Peter 5:1-4156). The word “pastor” is simply another word for “shepherd.” The preacher of a congregation is not called a “pastor” unless he also serves the congregation as an elder.  The elders of the local congregation are the pastors (shepherds) of each local church (1 Peter 5:1-4157).

				Qualifications for elders are listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7158 and Titus 1:5-13159. In addition to being a faithful Christian, an elder must be a man with a wife and faithful children. He cannot be a new member and be qualified. Also, there must be more than one elder serving in the local congregation. The Bible says “elders” (plural) (Acts 14:23160; 20:17-18161, 28162). These elders are to guide, guard, feed, and rule the flock of God (1 Peter 5:1-4163; Acts 20:28164; 1 Timothy 5:17165; Hebrews 13:17166).

			DEACONS

				Deacons are to be appointed in every church where qualified men are available and where qualified elders have been appointed (Philippians 1:1167). Their qualifications are listed in 1 Timothy 3:8-13168. The work of deacons would include what was done as recorded in Acts 6:1-6169. Deacons can only be men.  Women are not qualified to be deacons because they cannot be a husband of one wife (1 Timothy 3:12170).

			PREACHERS

				Preachers have the responsibility to preach the word (2 Timothy 4:1-5171). As with elders and deacons, preachers are males (1 Timothy 2:8-15172). They are evangelists, ministers of the Word of God (2 Timothy 4:5173). In the New Testament, preachers are never called by titles such as “Reverend” or “Father” (Matthew 23:8-12174).

			MEMBERS

				Anyone who has obeyed the Gospel is a member of the Lord’s church (Galatians 3:27175; Ephesians 1:3176). Members of the church are to obey the elders (Hebrews 13:17177). They are to teach the lost (Acts 8:4178; 2 Timothy 2:24-25179). They are to practice pure religion (James 1:27180).  They are to edify and build each other up.  (Hebrews 3:13181)  They are to serve their fellow man.  (Matthew 22:39182; Matthew 20:26183)

				Christ is the head of all the congregations of His church and qualified men serve as leaders of the local autonomous congregation. Sometimes a church may not have elders or deacons for a time, whether it be due to death or not having men that are qualified.  Congregations without elders or deacons can still be faithful to God and if at a later time men do meet the qualifications of elders and deacons they can serve in these roles when possible.

		

	
		
			12 - All Things That Pertain to Life and Godliness

				One purpose of the book of 2 Peter is to combat heresy and Gnosticism. True knowledge is introduced (1:2184) and this through Jesus Christ. True knowledge comes from fellowship with Christ (Colossians 1:9-10185). False knowledge is that Gnostic doctrine that denies the deity of Christ, that defies God’s authority, and is an inevitable failure under God’s plan of salvation. Another purpose of this book is to assure the Christians, to whom it was written, of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The main subject of the book of 2 Peter, however, is salvation to all men.

				Simon Peter (1:1186), of course, wrote the book. Simon was his given Hebrew name but this was later changed to Peter (πέτρος [petros] - a pebble). This name was given to him by Christ (John 1:42187). Peter addresses himself as a servant and an apostle (2 Peter 1:1188). He was a servant of Jesus as Lord, Master, and King. He was an apostle of Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ who brought eternal life.

			Grace and peace (1:2189) is the usual blessing and these come only through the knowledge of Jehovah God.

				Peter writes of His divine power (1:3190) which refers to the divine power of God and not of himself. Since salvation is the subject under consideration, His divine power would necessarily refer to the Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth (Romans 1:16191). It is the Gospel that gives all men all things that pertain unto life and godliness. Therefore, any doctrine or practice that is not authorized by the Gospel does not have anything to do with spiritual life and godliness and is therefore damnable (Colossians 3:17192). It is through the Gospel of Jesus Christ that man has everything needed to live a godly, spiritual life and to go to Heaven. This is why God has commanded “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). One who does not give diligence and who is not earnest in the study of God’s word is one that cannot be approved of God. But if one will exert himself in the study of God’s word and apply it to the actions of his body and his mind, his works will be approved of God and he will have nothing to be ashamed of.

				One who gives himself to God and His Word may claim the exceeding great and precious promises of God (1:4193). The promises are great because no one but God can grant such promises and they are precious because all the wealth of the world cannot purchase them. The pure blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, purchased them. It is through these promises that one may partake of the divine nature which means that one will develop god-like qualities which will distinguish him from those in the world.

				Then in verses 5-7, one is given instruction on how to become fruitful in the Lord. Again, one must be giving all diligence (1:5194). No exertion must be spared. There must be the fullest cooperation with God. Then we are to add to your faith virtue (1:5195) which is moral courage (not compromising the truth). This is a natural part of trusting God. One must next add to virtue knowledge (1:5196). Moral courage must be guided by knowledge. Not of self (as the Gnostics) but of God. And to knowledge temperance must be added to our lives (1:6197). Temperance (self-control) is standing for right without undue anger. To this, one is to add patience (1:6198). A Christian must consistently practice self-control and be longsuffering, patient, and willing to endure (hold up under pressure of) the heavy loads of life. To patience one must add godliness (1:6199). This means reverence for divine things and fearing and obeying God. And to godliness one must add brotherly kindness (1:7200), a practice of kindness toward his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Finally, one must add to brotherly kindness charity, or love. This is the agapē love that cares for both the physical and spiritual needs of all men (Matthew 5:44-46201; Romans 12:20-21202; Galatians 6:10203). Love is wanting what is best for the other person even if it means you do not get what you want.  Christ showed us that love when He went to the cross, and now we must show that love to all men.  This love is to be characteristic of the Christian’s life.

				It is these qualities in one’s daily life that will bring forth good fruit (1:8204). Therefore, these qualities must abound and if they do, they will show forth the knowledge of Christ in us, they will show forth our sincerity as Christians, and our devotion to Christianity.

				But without these qualities one is blind. He has defective moral vision, he cannot see what his future good requires, and he cannot see how once he was lost. One needs these qualities to make his calling and election sure.

				Diligence to the end is needful in order to obtain salvation. With these qualities in use in one’s daily lives, he sets forth the proper example and his entrance into heaven will not be in question (1:9-11205).

				Gnosticism is a knowledge of self and denies Christ. Christianity is a knowledge of God and the hope of eternal salvation. Do you know the Lord? More importantly, does He know you? He does not if you have not obeyed the Gospel and are not faithful to Him (Matthew 7:21-23206).

		

	
		
			13 - The Vine and the Branches

				Jesus Christ was the greatest teacher the world has ever known! He made very difficult ideas easy for people to understand. He often used things in nature to explain His teachings. One example of this is found in John 15:1-8207.

				Here Jesus compares Himself to a vine. God, the Father, is the vinedresser, the one who cares for the vine. Disciples of Jesus are the branches in the vine. Jesus said: “I am the true vine.” The vine is the means of giving life to the branches. It is only by remaining in the vine that a branch can have life.  It is only through Jesus that we can have eternal life.

				Many others have claimed to be the way to God. Mohammed boasted that he was God’s last and greatest prophet. Millions of people follow him. But Mohammed died and remains dead. He can give life to no one! Buddhists claim Gautama was the “Enlightened One” who came to show us the true way to God. But Gautama has been dead for 2,500 years. He can give life to no one.  He was simply a man.

				Jesus died, but He did not remain in the grave. He arose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15). He has power over death and will live forever (Revelation 1:17-18208).  He is the creator of the world and the giver of life.  (John 1:3209)  He is eternal. (1 Timothy 1:17210)  Would it not make sense then that Jesus is the giver of eternal life?  (Hebrews 5:9211)

				We can have hope of eternal life only if we trust in Jesus Christ and obey Him. Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). John wrote: “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 5:11-12). Jesus also said: “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).

				Many false teachers today say that Christ is the vine and the various man-made churches or denominations are the branches in the vine. They say, “One branch is the Baptist Church, another the Lutheran, another the Roman Catholic, another the Seventh Day Adventist, etc.” Jesus did not say, “I am the vine, and denominations are the branches!” He said, “I am the vine and you are the branches.” He said, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch...” (John 15:6)  Disciples of Christ are the branches in the vine, not denominations. If you are a Christian, you are a branch in Christ.

				When God created the world. He gave the law of reproduction. He ordered that every form of life would produce after its kind (Genesis 1:11-12212). Can you imagine a tomato vine producing from the same vine corn, beans, and cabbages?! It is not possible. A tomato vine can only produce tomatoes. Christ, the true vine, can only produce Christians. He cannot produce Lutherans, Baptists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.  The seed is the word of God. (Luke 8:11213)  If we sow the seed of Christ it will produce Christians, which are followers of Christ.  Sowing the true, uncorrupted seed of God’s word, the Bible, will produce true, uncorrupted Christians, not hyphenated Christians such as Lutheran-Christians.

				Christ’s church was promised by the Lord (Matthew 16:18, 19214). It was built on the first Pentecost Day following His return back to Heaven. If we obey the Word of God, we will be added by the Lord to His church, not to some man-made denomination (Luke 8:11215; Acts 2:36-38216, 41217, 47218).

				Too, Jesus, the true vine, taught that branches in Him must bear fruit. “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” (John 15:2).

				Fruit is not produced directly from the vine, but the branches in the vine bear the fruit. Jesus does not directly tell men today what to do to be saved. He gave the Great Commission to men (Matthew 28:19, 20219; Mark 16:15, 16220; Luke 24:46-47221). It is our job to preach the gospel to the world and to baptize believers into Christ.

				Branches in a vine which do not produce fruit are cut off and burned. Those who obey the gospel, but who do not work for the Lord and bear fruit, will also be cut off. Christians must use their talents to serve the Lord. 

				Some falsely teach that a child of God cannot fall from grace and be lost. But Jesus said that unfruitful branches will be cut off and burned. The Apostle Paul warned: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” (l Corinthians 10:12). He also spoke of some fell from grace (Galatians 5:4222). 

				The branches which are burned teaches us that lazy Christians will be cast into Hell and burn forever and ever (Matthew 25:30223, 41224, 46225; Revelation 21:8226).Christians are branches in Christ which bear much fruit by living faithful lives, helping others, and serving God. Men will see their good works and praise God (Matthew 5:16227). Christians must always be ready to do good (Galatians 6:10228; Titus 3:1229).

				Are you a branch in Christ, the true vine?  If not, you do not have eternal life.

			You can become a branch in Christ if you will believe in Him (John 8:24230), repent of all your sins (Luke 13:3231), confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32232) and be baptized into Him (Mark 16:16233).

				If you are a branch, but are not producing fruit by doing good works, you will be cut off and be lost. You need to repent and receive the Lord’s forgiveness (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:6-9).
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			Footnotes

			1	Mark 16:16 - He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

			2	Acts 17:24 - God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

			3	Acts 17:28 - For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

			4	James 2:19 - Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

			5	Romans 3:30  - Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.

			6	John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

			7	Psalm 90:2 - Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

			8	Proverbs 5:21 - For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, And he pondereth all his goings.

			9	1 John 3:20 - For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

			10	Psalm 139:7-10 - Whither shall I go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, And thy right hand shall hold me.

			11	2 Chronicles 16:9 - For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.

			12	1 John 1:5 - This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

			13	Malachi 3:6 - For I am the LORD, I change not; Therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

			14	Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

			15	John 4:24 - God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

			16	Luke 24:39 - Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

			17	Isaiah 9:6-7 - For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: And the government shall be upon his shoulder: And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, Upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, To order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice From henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

			18	John 1:1-3 - IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

			19	John 1:14 - And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

			20	John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

			21	John 1:1-3 - IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

			22	Matthew 4:10 - Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

			23	Revelation 19:10 - And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

			24	Revelation 22:9 - Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.

			25	Matthew 8:2 - And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

			26	Matthew 9:18 - While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.

			27	Colossians 1:13-20 - Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

			28	Mark 2:1-12 - And again he entered into Capernaum, after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

			29	John 8:24 - I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

			30	Luke 13:3 - I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

			31	Acts 8:36-39 - And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

			32	Acts 2:41 - Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

			33	Acts 2:47 - Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

			34 Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.	

			35	Ephesians 1:22-23 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

			36	Revelation 2:10 - Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

			37	Ephesians 5:23 - For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

			38	Acts 13:22 - And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.

			39	Romans 12:2 - And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

			40	2 Timothy 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

			41	Deuteronomy 18:15-19 - The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

			42	Acts 3:19-26 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

			43	Matthew 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

			44	Isaiah 2:2-3 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, That the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; And he will teach us of his ways, And we will walk in his paths: For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

			45	Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

			46	2 John 9-11 - Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

			47	Jeremiah 31:31-34 - Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, That I will make a new covenant With the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers In the day that I took them by the hand To bring them out of the land of Egypt; Which my covenant they brake, Although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, And write it in their hearts; And will be their God, And they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: For they shall all know me, From the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: For I will forgive their iniquity, And I will remember their sin no more.

			48	Hebrews 8:6-13 - But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

			49	Hebrews 4:14-16 - Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

			50	Matthew 28:19-20 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

			51	Acts 20:7 - And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.

			52	1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

			53	Hebrews 1:1-2 - GOD, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

			54	1 John 3:4 - Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

			55	Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

			56	Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

			57	Isaiah 59:1-2 - Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; Neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, And your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

			58	Revelation 21:8 - But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

			59	John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

			60	1 John 4:10 - Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

			61	Isaiah 53:4-6 - Surely he hath borne our griefs, And carried our sorrows: Yet we did esteem him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: The chastisement of our peace was upon him; And with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned every one to his own way; And the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

			62	2 Corinthians 5:21 - For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

			63	Romans 5:6-8 - For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

			64	1 Peter 2:24 - Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

			65	Romans 10:17 - So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

			66	Ezekiel 18:20 - The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

			67	Matthew 28:19-20 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

			68	1 Corinthians 15:1-4 - Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

			69	Matthew 16:16 - And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

			70	Romans 10:17 - So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

			71	Mark 16:15 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

			72	Acts 17:30-31 - And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

			73	Luke 24:47 - And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

			74	2 Corinthians 7:10 - For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

			75	Acts 2:37 - Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

			76	1 Thessalonians 1:9 - For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;

			77	Matthew 3:8 - Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

			78	Matthew 16:16 - And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

			79	Matthew 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

			80	Acts 4:11-12 - This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

			81	1 Corinthians 3:11 - For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

			82	Matthew 10:32-33 - Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

			83	Acts 8:35-38 - Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

			84	Romans 6:3-4 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

			85	Colossians 2:12 - Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

			86	Mark 16:16 - He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

			87	1 Peter 3:21 - The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

			88	Matthew 26:28 - For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

			89	Acts 22:16 - And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

			90	Acts 2:41 - Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

			91	Acts 2:47 - Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

			92	John 3:3-5 - Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

			93	2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

			94	Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

			95	Galatians 3:26-27 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

			96	Acts 11:26 - And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

			97	Acts 26:28 - Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

			98	1 Peter 4:16 - Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.

			99	Matthew 16:16 - And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

			100	1 Corinthians 3:11 - For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

			101 Matthew 28:18 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

			102	Isaiah 1:11-20 - To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; And I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, Who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; The new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; It is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: They are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: Yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: Your hands are full of blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; Seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, Judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, Ye shall be devoured with the sword: For the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

			103	Proverbs 28:9 - He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer shall be abomination.

			104	Matthew 15:8 - This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

			105	John 17:17 - Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

			106	Colossians 2:13-14 - And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

			107	1 Corinthians 10:16 - The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

			108	Matthew 26:26-29 - And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

			109	1 Corinthians 11:23-30 - For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

			110	Acts 20:7 - And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.

			111	1 Timothy 2:1-2 - I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

			112	1 Timothy 2:8 - I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

			113	Philippians 4:6 - Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

			114	Matthew 6:5-15 - And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

			115	John 16:23 - And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.

			116	1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

			117	Hebrews 4:14-16 - Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

			118	1 John 2:1-2 - My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

			119	Matthew 28:19-20 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

			120	Acts 2:42 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

			121	1 Peter 2:1-2 - Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

			122	2 Timothy 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

			123	2 Timothy 4:1-5 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

			124	1 Corinthians 16:2 - Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

			125	2 Corinthians 9:7 - Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

			126	Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

			127	Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

			128	2 John 9-11 - Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

			129	Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

			130	Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

			131	Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

			132	Hebrews 13:15 - By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

			133	1 Timothy 6:15 - Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;

			134	John 18:37 - Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

			135	John 19:19 - And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.

			136	Colossians 1:13 - Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

			137	Hebrews 12:28 - Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

			138	Revelation 1:9 - I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

			139	Matthew 28:19 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

			140	Mark 16:15 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

			141	Acts 1:8 - But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

			142	John 3:5 - Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

			143	Ephesians 1:22-23 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

			144	Ephesians 4:4 - There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;

			145	Matthew 28:18 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

			146	Colossians 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

			147	Ephesians 5:24 - Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

			148	Acts 14:23 - And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

			149	Titus 1:5 - For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:

			150	1 Timothy 4:14 - Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

			151	Philippians 1:1 - PAUL and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

			152	1 Timothy 3:1-2 - This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

			153	Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

			154	1 Peter 5:2 - Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

			155	Ephesians 4:11-12 - And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

			156	1 Peter 5:1-4 - The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

			157	1 Peter 5:1-4 - The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

			158	1 Timothy 3:1-7 - This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

			159	Titus 1:5-13 - For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;

			160	Acts 14:23 - And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

			161	Acts 20:17-18 - And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,

			162	Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

			163	1 Peter 5:1-4 - The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

			164	Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

			165	1 Timothy 5:17 - Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

			166	Hebrews 13:17 - Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

			167	Philippians 1:1 - PAUL and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

			168	1 Timothy 3:8-13 - Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

			169	Acts 6:1-6 - And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

			170	1 Timothy 3:12 - Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

			171	2 Timothy 4:1-5 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

			172	1 Timothy 2:8-15 - I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

			173	2 Timothy 4:5 - But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

			174	Matthew 23:8-12 - But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

			175	Galatians 3:27 - For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

			176	Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

			177	Hebrews 13:17 - Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

			178	Acts 8:4 - Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

			179	2 Timothy 2:24-25 - And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

			180	James 1:27 - Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

			181	Hebrews 3:13 - But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

			182	Matthew 22:39 - And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

			183	Matthew 20:26 - But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;

			184	2 Peter 1:2 - Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

			185	Colossians 1:9-10 - For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

			186	2 Peter 1:1 - SIMON Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

			187	John 1:42 - And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

			188	2 Peter 1:1 - SIMON Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

			189	2 Peter 1:2 - Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

			190	2 Peter 1:3 - According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

			191	Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

			192	Colossians 3:17 - And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

			193	2 Peter 1:4 - Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

			194	2 Peter 1:5 - And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

			195	2 Peter 1:5 - And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

			196	2 Peter 1:5 - And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

			197	2 Peter 1:6 - And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

			198	2 Peter 1:6 - And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

			199	2 Peter 1:6 - And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

			200	2 Peter 1:7 - And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

			201	Matthew 5:44-46 - But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?

			202	Romans 12:20-21 - Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

			203	Galatians 6:10 - As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

			204	2 Peter 1:8 - For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

			205	2 Peter 1:9-11 - But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

			206	Matthew 7:21-23 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

			207	John 15:1-8 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

			208	Revelation 1:17-18 - And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

			209	John 1:3 - All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

			210	1 Timothy 1:17 - Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

			211	Hebrews 5:9 - And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

			212	Genesis 1:11-12 - And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

			213	Luke 8:11 - Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

			214	Matthew 16:18-19 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

			215	Luke 8:11 - Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

			216	Acts 2:36-38 - Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

			217	Acts 2:41 - Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

			218	Acts 2:47 - Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

			219	Matthew 28:19-20 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

			220	Mark 16:15-16 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

			221	Luke 24:46-47 - And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

			222	Galatians 5:4 - Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

			223	Matthew 25:30 - And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

			224	Matthew 25:41 - Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

			225	Matthew 25:46 - And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

			226	Revelation 21:8 - But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

			227	Matthew 5:16 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

			228	Galatians 6:10 - As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

			229	Titus 3:1 - Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,

			230	John 8:24 - I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

			231	Luke 13:3 - I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

			232	Matthew 10:32 - Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

			233	Mark 16:16 - He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
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