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Defeating 7 Deadly Sins

Think Lent. Traditionally, the season of Lent is a time
of special devotion, self-denial, and humble
repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells
confidently on Christ’s Word and draws from it life
and hope. During Lent, many people put forth
greater efforts in their spiritual disciplines to draw
closer to Christ in their faith and character. Some
give up certain earthly comforts or strive against
certain sins to help them remember what Christ
gave up for our salvation. This year for Lent, |
encourage you to put forth extra effort to defeat
seven different sins that have ruined the lives of
many. Numerous people have fallen into the traps of
these sins and become prisoners to their bonds.

Historically, the Catholic Church called these “the
Seven Deadly Sins.” From a Lutheran (Protestant)
perspective, all sins are deadly. Any and all of our
sins break fellowship with the Holy and Almighty
God. Before the Lord, the variety of our sins have no
hierarchy of “badness.” They are all rebellions
against Him. In this way, the seven deadly sins
(pride, envy, greed, wrath, sloth, gluttony, and lust)
are seen less as distinct categories of severity but as
more useful descriptions of how sin manifests itself
in our human lives. Early Lutheran theologians such
as Martin Chemnitz urged pastors to teach and warn
their people of these specific sins, encouraging
believers to actively restrain against their tendencies
and not succumb to their grip.

So how do we defeat these sins? On our own and by
the sheer force of our human will and
determination, we can’t. But God can —and, by

grace through faith in Jesus Christ, empowered by
the Holy Spirit — we can. The way of the Christian is
daily dying and rising with repentance and faith in
Christ.

Sin is real. Sin is serious. Sin is deadly. Sin is not
something we can fix on our own. It continually
throws us off, trips us up, traps us, and holds on to
us. “But God demonstrates His own love for us in
this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Rom. 5:8) This is Good News! God rescues us
from these sins and, even more, He gives us His
Spirit to have power over these sins in our

lives. “The Law of the Spirit of Life sets us free in
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.” (Rom
8:2)

With faith in Christ Jesus, our sinful nature is
crucified and a new person rises within us,
empowered by God’s Spirit to live for God and
follow in His ways. (see Rom. 6:6 and Gal.

2:20) While in these mortal bodies, we will continue
to sin. (see Rom. 7) But God’s Spirit helps us
overcome sins in daily life and sin less, walking in the
ways God intends for us. (see Rom. 8) In the
Resurrection, we will receive immortal bodies and
be totally free from our sinful natures. For now, we
live in daily repentance, remembering our Baptisms
to drown the old Adam in us and live the new life
God intends for us. In Christ, we can do this. We can
enjoy successes in defeating sins. Thank You,

Jesus! This is our challenge for Lent 2026, defeating
seven deadly sins.

(continued on next page)
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Grace Lutheran Church
Worship Scﬁecfu[e for Lent and Easter 2026

Wednesday Evenings of Lent - 6:30 PM
(Lenten Dinner is served beginning at 5:15 each evening.)

February 18 - Ash Wednesday
February 25
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Holy Week,

March 29 - Palm Sunday
8:30 AM - Worship Service *
10:45 AM - Worship Service - Confirmation

April 2 - Maundy Thursday - 6:30 PM *

April 3 - Good Friday
12:00 Noon - ‘Wors/iz Service
6:30 PM Tenebrae - Sermce of Darkness

April 4 - Easter Vigil - 6:30 PM

Apnil5 - Easter - The Resurrection of Our Lord
6:30 AM - Easter Sunrise - Outside
8:30AM - Contemporary Easter Worship*
10:45 AM - Easter Festival Worship*

* Services with Holy Communion
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Mid-Week Worship During Lent
Wednesdays beginning February 18

Worship at 6:30 PM — Sanctuary
Meal and Fellowship — 5:15-6:15 PM — Trinity Hall

February 18 - ASH WEDNESDAY - “Dying to Sin, Living In Forgiveness” - Pastor Charles Reich
Dinner: Twisted Prop BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich, BBQ Beans, Dessert

February 25 - “Dying to Turmoil, Living in Peace”- Pastor Bill Whitehead, Lake Wales
Dinner: Chick-fil-A chicken sandwich, side and dessert

March 4 - “Dying to Judgment, Living in Grace” - Pastor Christopher Hazzard, Christ, Lakeland
Dinner: Papa John’s Pizza and dessert

March 11 - “Dying to Pride, Living for Others” - Pastor Steven Braun, Grace
Dinner: Hot subs, chips, salad and dessert

March 18 - “Dying to Greed, Living for the Treasures of Heaven” - Vicar Stephen Moore, Grace
Dinner: Cold subs, chips and dessert

March 25 - “Dying to Doubt, Living by Faith” - Pastor Dean Pfeffer, Hope, Plant City
Dinner: Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich, coleslaw, chips and dessert



W 's Minist 5 - February/March 2026
omen s iviinistry

Mark your calendars for the weekend of February 7th and 8th for our annual Bake Sale. All items will be
available in Trinity Hall following each of the services. The sale will have a nice variety of baked goods
including plenty of chocolate items, all made by our own ladies. There will surely be something for everyone
to enjoy, and this will be Super Bowl weekend with all items being especially great for any “game watching”
events. As always, all proceeds go to the continued support of our various mission projects including our
seminary student.
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Women's Ministry (LWML)

ga%@ ‘y (sweet & savory)

FEBRUARY 7 & 8
TRINITY HALL
BEFORE & AFTER WORSHIP SERVICES

Just in time for the Big Game
and Valentine’'s Day!

All proceeds allow our Women'sMinistry to support
mission projects solely supported by our ministry.

Thank you to our ladies’ quilting group for the beautiful quilts we all had the privilege of seeing during
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Weekend. They work hard throughout the year making these so they can be
sent along with those of other churches to places throughout the world to be used as either sleeping mats or
warm covers, depending on their need. The group appreciates the congregation’s support of this effort in
various ways. If you are interested in being a part of this group, they meet every Thursday morning in the
Ladies Center and can always use helping hands.

i

Please watch the Blue Pages for information regarding the LWML Zone Rally on March 7 at Our Savior
Lutheran Church, Zephyrhills, FL with a group from Grace planning to attend. We welcome all ladies of Grace
to join us.



MUSIC BNEFES:

LSB 544 O Love, How Deep

1 O love, how deep, how broad, 4 Forus He prafred; for us He taught; 7 All %lory to our Lord and God
how hi(%h, For us His daily works He wrought, For love so deep, so high, so broad;
Beyond all thought and fantasy, By words and signs and actions thus ~ The Trinity whom we adore
T}?atlg()dﬁ the Son of God, Still seeking not Himself but us. Forever and forevermore.
should take

Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,

2 He sent no angel to our race, He bore the shameful cross
Of higher or of lower place, and death;
But wore the robe of human frame, For us He gave His dying breath.

And to this world Himself He came.
6 For us He rose from death again;

3 For us baptized, for us He bore For us He went on high to reign;
His holy fast and hungered sore; For us He sent His Spirit here
For us temptation sharp He knew; To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

For us the tempter overthrew.

This hymn continuously uses the phrase “for us” and describes what the Son of God came to do: To
take on human flesh (John 1:14); be baptized (Matt. 3:13-17); bear temptation (Matt. 4:1-11); do
miracles (found throughout the Gospels); be betrayed (Matt. 26:49-50); bear the crown of thorns
(Matt. 27:29); bear the cross and die (Matt. 27:32-56); rise again from the dead (Matt. 28:1-10);
ascend to heaven (Acts 1:6-11); and send the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). In love, God sent His Son, Jesus,
to save us from sin, death, and the power of the devil. For this we make a joyful noise to the Lord!

Thomas Schulteis
Dir. of Worship Arts (Organist)

The music ministry at Grace invites you to attend a concert given by students of St. Paul
Lutheran School, Peachtree City, GA. This will take place at Grace on Thursday, February 26 at
6:30 PM. There will also be a couple of pieces done by Grace Chorale and Trinity Bells as a
part of this concert, in addition to the St. Paul Advanced Band and St. Paul Jubilate Choir.
Come and support the young musicians performing this concert!
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Grace Bytes
Second Tuesday each Month at 5:30 PM

If you are interested in learning about the Bible and Lutheran theology, please join us for
Grace Bytes on the second Tuesday of each month starting in the sanctuary for a short time of
prayer at 5:30 PM. We will then go to the Mary-Martha room for pizza, learning, and
discussion led by Vicar Stephen Moore. Bring a friend, your questions, and join us!

Tuesday, February 10 - 5:30 PM - Meet in the Sanctuary
February’s Topic: Angels: God’s Messengers, Not Baseball Players - Led by Vicar Stephen
Moore

If you have any questions, please call the church office and speak to Michelle at
863.293.8447, or email mreddick@glwh.org. Looking forward to seeing you there.

HE IS RISEN, ALLELUIA!

L0 HUNT

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
9:30-11AM
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
327 AVE C SE,
WINTER HAVEN, FL 33880

EGG HUNT, CANDY, ART ZONE, GAMES,
FREE LUNCH AND SNOWCONES!



Grace Lutheran Church

Sunshine Club News

Our February gathering is Thursday, Feb. 5th in Trinity Hall.

Arrival begins at 11:00 AM...start at 11:30 AM. Bring a pot luck dish to share. A
‘\‘*@’ special dessert will be provided. Trinity Hall will be alive with the sound of music.
(X Enjoy a special Valentine’s Day romantic love songs from the Great American

’ songbook...Ella Fitzgerald, Etta James style musical concert by our very own praise
worship music director, Laura Louiceus. It’s going to be lovely! A thank offering is

March 5th “Christ Unlimited” musical group entertains us this month.
Gathering time 11-11:30 AM, lunch at noon and program at 12:30. Bring a pot
luck dish or dessert to share. A thank offering is collected. Join us in Trinity
Hall for food and fellowship.

One of the most active groups (1961-present) in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on
individuals and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first
Thursday of the month for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome.

LIES IN

, after late service

February 8
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at Hunter & Brittin Locke’s Home "»
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Treasurer’s Report for the Six Months Ending December 31, 2025

Church
Income
Expenses
Total Net Income (Loss) Church

School

Income

Expenses

Designated (In/Out Accounts)
Total Net Income (Loss) School

Investment Assets

Church Endowment Fund

School Endowment Fund

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund
All Other Scholarships/Investments

Current Month Year to Date Yearto Date
Actual Actual Budget Variance

S 202,888.47 S 787,297.79 S 748,29996 S 38,997.83
S 107,64096 S 670,487.40 § 72832154 S (57,834.14)
S 95,247.51 $ 116,810.39 S 19,97842 S 96,831.97
S 132,094.53 § 2,358,040.67 $ 2,239,392.02 S 118,648.65
S 312,264.24 S 2,371,32869 $ 2,323,991.09 S 47,337.60
S (460.74) S (9,845.73)

$ (179,708.97) S (3,442.29) $ (84,599.07) $ 71,311.05

v W n

781,414.84
487,834.85
140,900.25

23,815.72

urifo The LORD
all ye lands.

PSALM 100:1, KJV

Parish Statistics

Baptisms

Cooper Carroll Bernthal
1/18/26

Deaths

Michael Sine - 12/12/25
Gladys Fahselt - 12/15/25
Mary Lou Svorec - 12/22/25
Fred Theiss - 12/25/25
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Grace Lutheran School Pre-School 2's-8th Grade News scuoo. wesse:snotgunor
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Music
Coming up in February, our Grace Choristers will be
attending the Florida-Georgia Lutheran Music Festival at
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Oviedo, FL on February 27.
We are also starting a handbells club for elementary
students which will meet on Mondays and Thursdays from
7:45-8:15 AM in the Sanctuary.

Preschool and Elementary
Grace Lutheran Preschool and
Elementary are off to a
wonderful start as we begin
2026! Students enjoyed learning
about Epiphany and the Three
Kings, reflecting on how Jesus is
revealed to the world. We were
also excited to celebrate National
Lutheran Schools Week and
Grandparents Day, where
students had the special
opportunity to spend valuable time with loved ones.
Together, we celebrated learning, faith, and how Christ
benefits us each day here at our Lutheran school.

Middle School
December was a busy and exciting month for our middle
school, highlighted by the Student Council-led Christmas
Extravaganza during which students generously raised
$600 for Kidspack, along with spring theatre auditions,
competitive basketball games, and end-of-semester
celebrations. January marked a strong start to the new
semester, with rehearsals underway for the spring
production of The Jungle Book, continued basketball
competition, and anticipation building for upcoming
events such as National Lutheran Schools Week, the
Scholastic Book Fair, and Grandparents’ Day. As Semester
2 begins, middle school students are eagerly looking ahead
to meaningful learning experiences, including the 8th
grade trip to Washington, D.C., and the 7th grade trip to
the Florida Keys.

Exciting News! The Book Fair was open January 21-28!
Proceeds from the fair are used to purchase new books for

our elementary and middle school libraries, helping us
keep our collections fresh and engaging for students.
Thank you for supporting our libraries and encouraging
a love of reading!

Artists of the Month

Rylee - kindergarten
(rainbow self portrait)

Hazel - 3rd grade
(chalk landscape)

Jacob - 5th grade (leaves)

SCHOOL CALENDAR

February
2 - 6: MAP Testing (Grades K - 3)
6: 2026 - 2027 Reenrollment Begins
P.A.C.E. Board Meeting 1:30PM
6 - 7: CFLAA JV Basketball Tournament (Grace, St. Pete/First/ Clear-
water)
9 - 13: MAP Testing (Grades 4 - 8)
9: Midterm of 3rd Quarter
11: Spirit Night at (Beef O’Brady’s, Winter Haven Location)
Middle School Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00PM
13: Early Release
Spirit Day (Cain’s Snowballs)
16: Presidents’ Day - No School
18: Ash Wednesday
Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM
P.A.C.E. Coffee Talk 8:15AM
20: Grace Kids Care Kick Off
N.U.T. Day (Grades K - 5)
20 - 21: FLAA V Basketball Tournament (St. Luke’s, Oviedo)
25: Middles School Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00PM
26: $2 N.U.T. Day (Grades K - 5)

March
1 - 6: Grace Kids Care Fundraising Campaign
4: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM (Last On Campus Sales)
6: Reenrollment Deadline without Penalty
P.A.C.E. Board Meeting 1:30 - 3:00PM
Spring Theatre Production Performance 6:30PM

7: Spring Theatre Production Performance 1:00PM & 4:00PM
10: Spring Pictures

N.U.T. Day (Grades K - 8)
11: P.A.C.E. Coffee Talk 8:15AM

Middle School Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00PM
13: End of 3rd Quarter

N.U.T. Day (Grades K - 5)

Early Release

Spirit Day (Cain’s Snowballs)
16 - 20: Spring Break - No School
23: School Resumes

Beginning of 4th Quarter
25: Middle School Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00PM
26: 52 N.U.T. Day (Grades K - 5)

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
February 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
WM Chocolate
. f 7:30 AM Staff Devos 7:45 AM Grace 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
gzg :,\IAW erg:fﬁy & | 7:45 AMKingdom Choristers 11 AM Sunshine Club Bake Sale
Sunday School Ringers 10 AM Bible Study 1 PM WM Board Mtg. N 10 AM Bible Study - MM
9:45 AM Confirmation 10:30 AM Church Staff 6:30 PM HS YOUth 5:30 PM Trlnlty Bells )
10:45 AM Worship 5:30 PM Prayer Sve | 6:30 PM YA Bible 6 PM AHG/TH 5 PM Worship Sve
6:30 PM Elder Meeting | 7 PM Praise Rehearsal Study 6:30 PM Grace Chorale
WM Chocolate 8 9 10 1" 12 13 14
83?(;( stwfrship 7:30 AM Staff Devos 7:45 AM Grace 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
9:45 AM Bible Study & 7:45 AM Kingdom Choristelfs _ 10 AM Bible Study - MM
Sunday School Ringers 10 AM Bible Study 1 PM Martha Circle
9:45 AM Confirmation 10:30 AM Church Staff 5:30 PM Trinity Bells
10:45 AM Worship 5:30 PM Grace Bytes | 6:30 PM MS Youth 6:30 PM Grace Chorale 5 PM Worship Svc
12 PM FITP 6 PM School Bd. Mtg. | 7 PM Praise Rehearsal
Transfiguration15 16 17 | Ash 18 19 20 21
Sunday 7:45 AM Grace Wednesday _
S0 M rorship ;ig ﬁm E@aﬁdDevos %] (,)Arll\itgr'gl Stud SO MILAR Qullers 10 AM Bible Study - MM
9:45 AM Bible Study & Cag ingdom Iolé Study ible Study - 5 PM Worship Svc
Sunday School Ringers 10:30 AM Church Staff N 6 PM Americgn
9:45 AM Confirmation 5:30 PM Prayer Svc | 5,45 pp L enten Dinner | 230 PM Trinity Bells Heritage Girls Daddy/
10:45 AM Worship 6 PM Stephen Ministry - | g.39 pp Lenten 6 PM AHG/TL 6 PM Trail Life Mother/ | paughter Event
New Members Received 7 PM Praise Rehearsal Worship 6:30 PM Grace Chorale | Son Event
1st Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
In Lent 7:30 AM Staff Devos 7:45 AM Grace 7:45 AM Kingdom
8:30 AM Worship 7:45 AM Kingdom Choristers Ringers 10 AM Bible Study - MM
Sunday School 10:30 AM Church Staff 5:15 PM Lenten Dinner | 1 PM Adult Game Day )
9:45 AM Confirmation 5:30 PM Bus Mgmt. 5:30 PM Prayer Svc 6:30 PM Lenten 6:30 PM St. Paul, 5 PM Worship Sve
10:45 AM Worship 6:30 PM BOD 7 PM Praise Rehearsal | worship Peachtree, GA Concert
March 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2nd Sunday 7:30 AM Staff Devos 7:45 AM Grace 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
In Lent 7:45 AM Kingdom Choristers 1 PM WM Board Mtg. 11 AM Sunshine Club 10 AM Bible Study - MM
niLen ) Ringers 10 AM Bible Study
8:30 AM Worship 10:30 AM Church Staff 5 PM Worship Svc
9:45 AM Bible Study & 5:30 PM Prayer Svc | 5:15 PM Lenten Dinner | 5:30 PM Trinity Bells
Sunday School 6:30 PM Elder Meeting | 7 PM Praise Rehearsal | 6:30 PM Lenten 6 PM AHGTL
9:45 AM Confirmation Worship 6:30 PM Grace Chorale
10:45 AM Worship
3rd Sunday 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
In Lent ;ig ﬁm EtaﬁdDevos E:S AM Grace 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
. : ] ingdom oristers
S0 A Bt oy | Ringers 10 AM Bible Study 1PM Martha Cirde | 10 AM Bible Study - MM
Sunday School 10:30 AM Church Staff . -
9:45 AM Confirmation 5:15 PM Lenten Dinner | 5:30 PM Trinity Bells 5 PM Worship Svc
10:45 AM Worship 6 PM School Bd. Mtg. | 5:30 PM Grace Bytes | 6:30 PM Lenten 6:30 PM Grace Chorale
12 PM FITP 7 PM Praise Rehearsal Worship
4th Sunday 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
In Lent 10 AM Bible Study
9:45 AM Bible Study & 5:30 PM Prayer Svc 5:30 PM Trinity Bells 10 AM Bible Study - MM
Sunday School 6 PM Stephen Ministry | 5:15 PM Lenten Dinner | 6:30 PM Grace Chorale
9:45 AM Confirmation 7 PM Praise Rehearsal | 6:30 PM_Lenten 5 PM Worship Svc
10:45 AM Worship oL
5th Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
In Lent 7:30 AM Staff Devos 7:45 AM Grace 7:45 AM Kingdom Easter Egg Hunt
8:30 AM Worship 7:45 AM Kingdom Choristers Ringers 10 AM Bible Study - MM | 9:30 - 11:00 AM
9:45 AM Bible Study & Ringers 10 AM Bible Study 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
Sunday School 10:30 AM Church Staff 5:15 PM Lenten Dinner | 1 PM Adult Game Day
9:45 AM Confirmation 5:30 PM Bus Mgmt. 5:30 PM Prayer Sve 6:30 PM Lenten 5:30 PM Trinity Bells 5 PM Worship Svc
10:45 AM Worship 6:30 PM BOD 7 PM Praise Rehearsal | worship 6:30 PM Grace Chorale
Palm Sunday 29 30 Ky
8:30 AM Worship 7:45 AM Grace G,
9:45 AM Bible Study & | 7:30 AM Staff Devos | Choristers : _ <L S b J
Sunday School 10 AM Bible Study ! = & ~) %
10:45AM Worship | 5:30 PMBus Mgmt. | 10:30 AM Church Staff ] :m:
Confirmation at 10:45 | 6:30 PM BOD 5:30 PM Prayer Svc

7 PM Praise Rehearsal
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