
Preaching from Genesis chapters 1-7 

Why I Love to Preach Through Genesis 

1. Genesis is the foundation for understanding the rest of the Bible.  

God 
Creation 
Covenants 
Promises 
Sin 
Spiritual warfare 
Messiah 
etc. 

2. Genesis is amazingly contemporary 

Regardless of differences in language, dress, culture and technology, people are sftill the same.  The 
issues they faced are as cotemporary as today's news; 
origin of the universe,  
creation vs. evolution,  
human dignity,  
gender,  
marriage,  
sin,  
deception,  
greed,  
murder,  
abuse,  
war,  
immorality,  
and oppression. 

3. Genesis is a beautifully written narrative. 

People love good stories and Genesis is full of some of the greatest and best written stories in history. 

4. Genesis reveals our place in the universe.  

It shows us how small and short-lived we are, 
but it also shows how important we are to God. 



We are not accidents or intruders.  We are the pinnacle of God's creation.  We not only belong - we 
have dominion. 

Resource Books 

Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from Genesis: Foundations for Expository Sermons. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.  

The author is professor emeritus of homiletics at Calvin Theo Sem in Grand Rapids, MI.  
He discusses basic homiletical issues in a readable and succinct method that is a great refresher for 
most preachers. He lays out seven methods for preaching Christ from Genesis.  

 
Ross, Allen P. Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis. Grand Rapids: 
Baker Books, 1998. 

Ross is consistently helpful for expositors by his attention to the overall structure of passages, 
theological themes, and useful considerations for personal application. 

Two of the more recently published volumes on Genesis are Derek Kidner (Genesis, IVP, 2019), and 
Andrew Steinmann’s Genesis (IVP, 2019). 

Kidner is insightful and Steinmann is a conservative Old Testament scholar writing from a Lutheran 
perspective. 

Robert Candlish, Studies in Genesis (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1979) contains a many sermon 
suggestions. 

Seed Thoughts for Sermons in Genesis Chapters 1-11 

Chapter 1 

God and God alone created all things,  

God is sovereign over his creation,  

God's word is powerful, 



God created with wisdom and order,  

God created man as the pinnacle of his creation. (Compare 1:26 with Psalm 8) 

Chapter 2 

God intends for us to be productive in our work. (2:15) 

God gives us choices and warnings. (2:16-17) 

Marriage is for companionship (2:18) 

Chapter 3 

Satan is a deceitful and cunning liar. (3:4-5) 

God always keeps His Word.  

We cannot hide from God. (3:8-10; see also Psalm 139:7-12) 

Disobedience always carries with it pain and disappoint. 

Regret does not erase the penalty of sin.  

There are often surprising consequences for sin. (3:16-19) 

The penalty for sin cannot be avoided by blaming others. (3:12-13) 

Sin is costly. (3:23-24) 

Sin always has consequences.  

God never stops loving us. (3:14-15) 

CHAPTER 4 

The blessing of children 

The uniqueness of children 



The need to worship 

Not all worship is acceptable to God 

The importance of doing well 

Sin crouches at the door 

The danger of jealousy 

Blood crying from the ground 

Blessing and cursing 

Going out from the presence of the Lord 

What mankind is seeking 

The sins of the father 

When men began to call on the name of the Lord 

CHAPTER 5 

Genealogy - the unfolding of God's plan 

Genealogy - God remembers your name 

Walking with God 

Methuselah - quantity or quality 

CHAPTER 6 

The sons of God and the daughters of men 

"My spirit shall not always strive with men" 

The importance of your thoughts 

When God is grieved and sorrowful 



Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord 

What to do when you're outnumbered 

The just shall live by faith 

Thus Noah did - according to ALL God commanded 

CHAPTER 7 

The salvation of the Lord 

The destruction of the disobedient 

Preserving life for future generations 

The Lord shut him in 

When the world perished 

God's patience has a limit 

God's grace saves 

CHAPTER 8 

God remembers 

Leaving the ark 

Remembering God 

While the earth remains 

CHAPTER 9 

The life is in the blood 



God loves covenants 

Salvation and sin 

CHAPTER 10 

Genealogy 

CHAPTER 11 

The danger of trying to make a name for ourselves 

The power of working together 

The majority is rarely right 

When the Lord scatters 

Genealogy - God's long view 


