
Newsletter of the 
Rose Hill Civic AssociationRamblerRamblerT

he

Continued on Page 2

churches are allowed by right in a residential 
community, they fi rst must receive “special” 
approval from the county.   

The proposal will be discussed at the Rose 
Hill Civic Association’s meeting at 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 24 in the community room 
of the John Marshall Library. Other business, 
including a discussion of the upcoming Rose 
Hill Raid reenactment of the capture of Union 
Colonel Daniel Dulany at the Rose Hill manor 
house by Confederate Major John Singleton 
Mosby, will be discussed. The raid reenactment 
will take place on Saturday, September 28; 150 
years to the day after the actual event. 
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President’s Message

RHCA to discuss proposed Church on May 
Boulevard on  Tuesday, September 24

 The owner of the property on May 
Boulevard that once was a community center 
proposes to sell the property to the Amanuel 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church, which will move 
its religious services and operations to the site. 
The Rose Hill Academy will continue to operate 
its child care center and school there, sharing 
parking with the church.

  A child care center and school has 
operated on the site for many years, including 
as Heritage Academy, Kindercare and now 
Rose Hill Academy. The child care center and 
school operate Monday through Friday. The 
church plans worship services on Sundays 
as well as smaller services on Thursday and 
Friday and bible study and choir practice on 
Saturdays. The application for an amended 
Special Exception also includes other activities 
typically found in association with a place of 
worship, including the choir practice and bible 
study. 

A representative of the zoning attorney fi rm 
as well as church offi cials will be on hand to 
discuss the proposal. The Planning Commission 
will recommend and the Board of Supervisors 
will rule on the application. The opinion of the 
community and the proposal’s conformance 
with the County’s comprehensive plan will 
weigh heavily in the deliberations. Although 

The Rose Hill Raid will take place Saturday 
on May Boulevard and at the school. The 
programs runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
the capture at noon. Please be aware that 
traffi c will be affected in the vicinity of the 
school and May Boulevard. Watch out for 
pedestrians, horses and raiders! The school 
restrooms will be open courtesy of RHCA. 
The Rose Hill PTA will provide concessions. 
Commemorative T-shirts will be available. 
Complete details inside this edition of The 

Rambler.
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As part of the church application, the owner 
proposes to delete a portion of the site from the 
previously approved plan in order to develop 
six single-family units in conformance with 
the underlying R-3 zoning, the same as all of 
Rose Hill.

Although not overly concerned about a 
church and religious activities, several residents 
have voiced objections to use of the site for 
large events such as weddings or other special 
gatherings that could result in parking on 
nearby residential streets. Others have asked 
if music will be part of the services, and if so, 
what controls will there be on volume. The 
applicant has promised to address these and 
other concerns at the meeting. Other concerns 
will be addressed at the meeting.

If you have questions, plan to attend 
the meeting so they can be answered. I 
will carry forth the community’s concerns 
and recommendation to the Lee District 
Land Use Advisory Committee, a citizen’s 
group appointed by the independent civic 
organizations, the Planning Commission and 
the Board of Supervisors.        

Here’s your chance for your voice to be heard 
at the grass roots level!

Update on Signs
 The cover on the Rose Hill Originals 

plaque below the historic sign on Rose Hill 
Drive at the library has been repaired. Vandals 
cut the Plexiglas covering over the list of names 
but did not blemish the sign itself. Thanks to 
Hugh (Pearl) Watts for making the repair. 
Pearl had installed the wooden and Plexiglas 
cover over the sign back in 2005, at no cost to 
RHCA. He grew up on Haystack Road and his 
mom still owns the home there. The historic 
sign above the Rose Hill Originals sign is being 
refurbished. We have been assured that it will 
be back on its perch prior to the September 28 
reenactment of the Rose Hill Raid. And, the No 
Parking sign has been moved so that the Civil 
War Trails marker can be seen by those passing 
by on Rose Hill Drive. When the tablet was 
installed earlier this year, parking was allowed 
in front of it. Of course, a big truck parked in 
front of the sign every evening, so there was 
nothing left to do except move the No Parking 
sign so that couldn’t happen. You can’t imagine 
the time it took for that to be accomplished. 
Anyway, there is now a No Parking sign in 

place to allow visibility for the tablet and there 
is a Civil War Trails marker at the site. And, 
the No Parking signs on Apple Tree Drive 
from Willowood to Rose Hill Drive appear to 
be effective in allowing vehicles cars to use the 
street during schools starts and dismissals and 
special events. 

Walking Around Rose Hill
 As I continue to recover from open-

heart surgery last spring, I spend a lot of time 
walking around the community as part of my 
rehabilitation. I am constantly amazed at the 
amount of people who enjoy walking and 
jogging in our community. It also makes me 
proud that so many people consider Rose Hill 
a safe and convenient community in which to 
exercise.  For the most part, the sidewalks are 
clean and free of obstacles.  I have started taking 
a trash bag along on my walks, periodically, 
and invite others to do the same. Of course, 
all are reminded of Fairfax County’s law 
requiring pet owners to clean up any deposits. 
Sidewalks on both sides of Rose Hill Drive, 
on Willowood, Bee Street, Round Hill Road, 
Cottonwood and Apple Tree Drive are heavily 
traveled, so there is a need for them to be kept 
clean by both homeowners and pedestrian 
traffi c. Finally, residents are reminded NOT 
to put grass clippings and other debris in the 
storm drains as it backs up the system, causing 
fl ooding downstream during storms as well as 
adding to the pollution in the Potomac River 
and Chesapeake Bay.  

Rose Hill Raid Info
 A reenactment of the Rose Hill Raid 

during the Civil War will take place on 
Saturday, September 28, 2013, exactly 150 
years to the day after the historic event. The 
program will take place in front of Rose Hill 
Elementary School, 6301 Rose Hill Drive. It 
is being sponsored by the Rose Hill Civic 
Association and the Franconia Museum. The 
program begins at 11 a.m.

 In the original raid, Confederate raider 
Major John Singleton Mosby went to the Rose 
Hill manor house located on what is now May 
Boulevard and captured Colonel Daniel Dulany, 
an aide to the Union appointed governor of the 
Restored State of Virginia.  One of Mosby’s men 
on the raid was Dulany’s son, French.

President’s Message Continued From Page 1

Continued on Page 3
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 The actual raid and the taking of 
Dulany will occur at noon. The party will ride 
on horseback up May Boulevard to the school 
where a program explaining the raid will take 
place. Local historian Don Hakenson will tell 
the story of the raid and introduce reenactors 
in period costume who will explain their 
characters involved in the raid. A reenactor 
portraying Anne Frobel, who lived at nearby 
Wilton Hill, will recite passages from Froebel’s 
diary that mentioned her neighbor, Dulany, and 
the report of the raid. 

 Other highlights include an appearance 
by the famed Carter Gospel Singers and 
reenactors portraying a Confederate Signal 
Corps using fl ags to communicate with distant 
units and commanders. The fl ag-bearers will 
give advance notice of the Mosby raiding party’s 
arrival at the school.  The singers are from 
nearby Woodlawn United Methodist Church 
and are celebrating 44 years of providing gospel 
music that fi ts any time period. 

 Throughout the event, visitors can 
browse through artifacts and information 
provided by the Franconia Museum as part its 
annual History Day program. The Museum’s 
series of seven books entitled “Franconia 
Remembers” will be on sale along with other 
items such as caps, book bags, etc. Special 
tee shirts commemorating the Rose Hill Raid 
also will be available.  Refreshments will be 
available for purchase to benefi t the Rose Hill 
PTA. 

Various local Civil War authors have been 
invited to sell, sign and explain their works. 
Included will be Hakenson, who has written 
several excellent books on Mosby and the 
Franconia area and Eric Buckland, whose books 
on Mosby’s men provide insight into the unit. 
Hakenson also will discuss items that were 
the property of two of Mosby’s men from the 
Franconia area. 

Carl Sell, the president of both the Franconia 
Museum and the Rose Hill Civic Association, 
will sign his books about his great grandfather’s 
and great uncle’s service as privates in the 
Confederate army who were wounded 
during Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg.  Sell’s 
granddaughter, Danielle Clarke, will be there 
to tell about her relatives on both sides during 
the war.

 Featured performers will by Jimmy 

President’s Message Continued From Page 2
Fleming, a living historian whose portrayals of 
Mosby have highlighted many events about the 
Civil War, and Susan and David Hilliard from 
the Stuart-Mosby Historical Society. David will 
play Colonel Dulany while Susan will be cast 
as Anne Frobel. Susan is the past president of 
the Stuart-Mosby Historical Society, which 
operates its own museum at 13938 Braddock 
Road, Centreville, Virginia, in the heart of the 
Fairfax County area that involved troops from 
both sides.

 After the program, all the reenactors 
involved will be available to answer questions 
and pose for pictures with Civil War buffs and 
other interested parties who attend the event. 
Mosby’s horses will be quartered in an area 
across the street for those who wish to see them 
up close.

Rose Hill Manor House
 RHCA has been collecting pictures of 

the original Rose Hill house going back to 1925. 
They are posted on our web site, myrosehill.
com. Go to the web site, click on Photo Gallery, 
then click on Rose Hill Manor House for the 
display. Sadly, the last picture of the house 
shows it on fi re in the early 1960s in order 
to make room for additional houses on May 
Boulevard. You also can learn the history of the 
house and its original owner, Daniel French, by 
reading the early days history posted on the 
web page. We continue to search for pictures 
and information about the house, which dates 
back to 1723. History that dates back to the start 
of this country is right here at our doorstep in 
Rose Hill. We don’t know if George Washington 
ever visited Rose Hill, but we do know that he 
owned property on Telegraph Road as far north 
as Belvale, which was located on Dogue Creek. 
Belvale, the home of Washington’s lawyer, 
George Johnston, still stands at 7001 Telegraph 
Road. The Franconia Museum is trying to get 
the house and property listed on the National 
Register of Historic sites. Johnston also was a 
member of the Virginia House of Burgesses 
with George Mason and colleague of the fi ery 
Patrick Henry. 

Coming in October
 Last February, we heard a report from 

David and Linda Nichols about their recent 
trip to Israel. The night was such a success 
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that it occurred to me that we should feature 
talks by other Rose Hill residents who have 
traveled the world or have been stationed 
in foreign countries. Joanne Thompson has 
spent considerable time in Afghanistan and is 
willing to share stories of her experiences with 
the Taliban. Should be an interesting evening. 
More in the October Rambler. If there are other 
residents with stories to tell, we’d like to hear 
them at subsequent meetings. 

Support Your Firehouse
 They come when we need them in a 

hurry. Recently, they were making the rounds 
in Rose Hill making sure everyone’s smoke 
detector is working. The men and women of 
the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, both 
fi refi ghters and emergency medical personnel, 
are always on call. There also are countless 
volunteers who raise the money to buy vehicles 
and equipment so we don’t have to. Franconia 
also provides the emergency vehicles at nearby 
Kingstowne so we don’t have to. Much of the 
funds come from the bingo activities at the 
fi rehouse on Beulah Street on Wednesday and 
Saturday nights. Help out by either becoming 
a volunteer at bingo or sending them a check 
in support of their annual fund-raising drive. 
Or, do both! They save us millions of dollars, 
protect our lives and property and deserve our 
support. They don’t bother us with appeals by 
phone and that’s enough reason to respond to 
the mail request.        

- Carl Sell

THE REAL EST8 TEAM
Real Estate. Real Relationships.

Kyle Graumann
Sales Team Lead & Listing Specialist

Keller Williams Realty
6408 Grovedale Dr, Suite 101
Alexandria, VA 22310

703.628.7024
Kyle@realest8team.com
www.RealEst8Team.com
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Around Rose Hill

 Every Wednesday and Saturday. BINGO! 
Franconia Volunteer Fire Dept. Early Bird, 7pm. 
Regular sessions, 8pm.

John Marshall Library

6209 Rose Hill Dr., 703.971.0010. Call ahead to register 
for events. Hours: M,T —10am - 9pm; W, F—10am - 
6pm; Th - 1pm - 9pm; Sat—10am - 5pm.

 Ongoing Event. Book Sale! Throughout the 
month.

 September 23. Baby Lap Sit. 2:30pm. Come for 
stories and activities for you and your baby. Ages 
birth - 12 months w/ adult.

 September 25. Toddler Time. 10:30am. Come for 
stories and activities. Ages 13-23 months w/adult.

 September 26. English Conversation. 2:00pm. 
Conversation group for people learning English. 
Adults.

 September 28. No Sand in the House. 10:30am. 
Come for stories and activities with children’s 
author Jennifer L. Crawford. Ages 4-8 w/ adult.

 September 28. E-Book Workshop. 1:00pm. Get 
your eBook questions answered. Bring your 
eBook reader and library card. Adults.

 October 2. Toddler Time. 10:30am. Come for 
stories and activities. Ages 13-23 months w/adult.

 October 3. English Conversation. 2:00pm. 
Conversation group for people learning English.
Adults.

 October 7. Baby Lap Sit. 10:30am & 2:30pm. Come 
for early literacy programs for you and your baby. 
Ages birth-12 months w/adult.

 October 9. Fire! Fire! 10:30am. Come hear about 
fi re safety. Ages 3-5 w/ adult.

 October 10. English Conversation. 2:00pm. 
Conversation group for people learning English.
Adults.

 October 10. Nighttime Tales. 7:00pm. Come for 
bedtime stories and activities. Ages -5 w/adult.

 October 12. Reptiles & Amphibians. 10:30am. 
Meet reptiles and amphibians native to Fairfax 
County and learn about their ways in the wild. 
All ages.

 October 12. E-Book Workshop. 1:00pm. Get your 
eBook questions answered. Bring your eBook 
reader and library card. Adults.

 October 14. Fairfax County Libraries closed for 
Columbus Day holiday.

 October 16. Fun For Twos and Threes. 10:30am & 11:00am.  
Come for stories and activities. Ages 2-3 w/ adult.

 October 17. English Conversation. 2:00pm. Conversation 
group for people learning English. Adults.

 October 17. John H. Wagonner: Empty Soul for Hire. 
7:30pm. Meet James H. Waggoner, author of the suspense 
novel, Empty Soul for Hire. Adults.

Thomas Edison High School

5801 Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA 22310 
Offi ce—703.924.8000; Fax—703.924.8097

 October 14. Closed for Columbus Day 
Holiday.

 October 25. Homecoming Football Game. 7:30pm. Edison 
will celebrate Homecoming with a football game against 
Fall Church.

 October 26. Homecoming Dance. 8:00pm.

Mark Twain Middle School

4700 Franconia Rd.,  Alexandria,   22310 
Offi ce—703.313.3700, Fax—703.313. 3797 

 September 23. PTA Meeting. 7:00pm. MTMS 
Library.

 October 14. Closed for Columbus Day Holiday.

Rose Hill Elementary School
6301 Rose Hill Dr., Alexandria, VA 22310
Phone: 703.313.4200 
Fax: 703.313.4297

 October 8. PTA Meeting. 7:00pm. 
RHES Cafeteria.

 October 10. Picture Day.
 October 14. Closed for Columbus Day Holiday.
 October 17. 6th Grade Family Night. 6:30pm.
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Only those residents who are members of the Rose Hill Civic Association or provide services in kind 
will qualify for a free listing in the business directory. Membership dues are the source of funds for 

the printing of The Rambler.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
Dove Heating and Air Conditioning. We service 
and install heat pumps, air conditioners, furnaces, 
hot water heaters, and humidifi ers. David and Linda 
Nichols, 703.971.8897. The Nichols have been in 
business for 27 years and have lived in Rose Hill for 
38 years.

REAL ESTATE
Exit Metro Realty.  Angie Vereen, 571-233-6395, 
angie@exitmetroliving.com. Our extensive experience 
and expertise in the Alexandria, Lorton, and Vienna 
real estate market will benefi t you whether you are 
looking to buy or sell a home in the area.  Licensed 
in Virginia and Maryland.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ABM Engineering.  703.499.3380. Local, sustainable, 
family-run business specializing in unique home 
renovations.  Call us for a free estimate on your 
kitchen or bath remodel, stone wall, patio, shed, tiling 
and concrete work.

LAWN SERVICES
Fortney Lawn & Garden. David and Jimmy Fortney, 
703.960.8869. Although they live in Virginia Hills, the 
Fortneys work closely with RHCA to maintain the 
median landscaping on Rose Hill Drive.

Freedom Lawn & Landscape. Matt Downey, 
571.218.2881, freedomproviders@gmail.com. We 
would like to thank all of our Rose Hill clients for 
their business in 2012! We are preparing to make 
2013 our best year yet and would love to add more 
Rose Hill clients! Have your home make this year’s 
Rose Hill Beauties list! Discount for RHCA members. 
FREE estimates for all!

Rose Hill Business DirectoryRose Hill Business Directory

HOUSE CLEANING
Ingrid Hayslip. 703.362.5672. A 14 year resident of 
the Rose Hill area, I clean houses including move-in 
and move-outs.

Evergreen Maid Service. 703.971.7160. Owned and 
operated by Nour Barakat and Mike Zalatoris.  Our 
residential cleaning business is celebrating 25 yrs of 
service in Alexandria and for the last 22 yrs from our 
home in Rose Hill.  We offer reliable and affordable 
home and offi ce cleaning for all local residents, and 
we are happy to offer a special 25% discount to 
our neighborrs to celebrate our annivarsary.  Call 
703.971.7160 for a free estimate and to schedule your 
cleaning.  Thank you Rose Hill for being our happy 
home! (See our ad in this newsletter.)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Tisara Photography. Nina Tisara, 703.838.8098.  
Tisara Photography is a family business with a studio 
in Old Town Alexandria since 1990.  They specialize 
in portraits and special events.  Nina lives on Hayfi eld 
Place.

PET SITTING
Welcome Waggin’ Professional Pet Sitting. Jonathan 
and Janelle Welch. 703.819.0809, jlw@welcomewaggin.
com.  Serving the Alexandria area since 2000.

DECK AND FENCE
B&B Deck and Fence. Cliff James, Owner. 6412 
May Boulevard. Quality work, 25 years experience.  
Telephone: 703.719.7015/703.627.9935, Fax: 
703.922.3779.

SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY SERVICES
Speech Beginnings, PLC is a speech therapy private 
practice in Rose Hill. We offer speech-language 

Continued on Page 9

www.evercleanmaids.com
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screenings, evaluations, therapy and consultations.  
Services are provided by a licensed and certifi ed 
speech-language pathologist with more than 20 
years experience.  Please call 571.481.4344 or visit 
our website at www.speechbeginnings.com for more 
information.

FLOWER BEE PRESCHOOL, LLC
Experienced teacher with teaching degree from 
Singapore and a degree in Early Childhood Education 
from New Zealand and a background in music.  
References available.  Call for tour (703) 922-5324.

- Structured classroom    - Curriculum based
-Fairfax County Permit-ratio 1:5    - USDA food 

program    - Certifi ed CPR, First Aid 

FIREWOOD
Firewood available in 3x3x1.5 ft. bundles, 2x4x8 ft. half 
chords, and 2x8x8 ft. chords. Will deliver in the 22310 
zip code or you can pick up locally. Please request 
prices for delivery outside the 22310 area. Pricing is 
as follows: (pickup/delivered and dumped) bundle 
$60/75, half chord $125/140, full chord $200/230. 
Please call 703.509.8286 for more information.

NEED HELP?
Pet Services (dog walking, vet appointments); 
Errands (pharmacy, dry cleaning, drop off and pick-
up product repair); Personal Shopping (grocery, post 
offi ce, exchange & item returns); Vehicle Services 
(vehicle license & emission renewal, vehicle service 
repair, vehicle inspection); Home services (house 
sitting, light yard work, wait at home for service 
personnel); Travel & Transportation  (transportation 
to and from); Medical Concierge Services (doctor 
appointments, pre/post operations assistance) 
Contact David Sell at 703-971-4716, or email dksell@
hotmail.com.

HANDYMAN
The Grumpy Handiman is available for home repair.  
“Small jobs for a small price” means that fi xing all 
those annoying items is more affordable than you 
may realize.  John and Dorothy Thibeau have lived 
in Rose Hill over 25 years.  Call John at 703-927-9501.

Rose Hill Business DirectoryRose Hill Business Directory
(continued)

Grumpy Handiman
John Thibeau

Small jobs for a small price

703-927-9501 - Leave a message for John

Advertising in The Rambler

Listing in the Business Directory is free to Rose Hill 
 residents who are members and own their business, 

but placing an actual advertisement is open to all with 
rates per month as follows:
 Business card: 3 ½” x 2”, $10 
 Quarter page: 3 ½” x 4 ¾”, $25
 Half page: 7 ½” x 4 ¾”, $50
 Full page: 7 ½” x 9 ¾”, $100

Ads may be bought for either one month only, month-
to-month, or as many months in advance as desired. Our 
newsletter is published 9 times a year, excluding July, 
August, and December.

Advertising in The Rambler is an excellent way to reach 
the 700+ homes in our community. In addition, the ads 
are placed on our website, www.myRoseHill.com, for the 
world to see.

Anyone interested in placing an ad may call me at 
703.625.7046. Artwork can be sent to richtdowney@gmail.
com in tiff or jpeg format or hardcopy mailed to P.O. Box 
10891, Alexandria, VA 22310. Checks made out to RHCA 
should be included with ads and sent to the P.O. Box.
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Steve Dougherty
Your Rose Hill Realtor

703-746-8720

RE/MAX 100

www.stevedougherty.com
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703-820-6065
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THE ROSE HILL RAID
★ ★ ★

A Not-So-Tender Reunion

On September 28,
1863, Confederate Maj.
John S. Mosby raided
the house that stood
nearby on the bluff at
the end of May Boule-
vard. The day before,

Mosby and eight of his men rode from Fauquier
County toward Alexandria, where Mosby planned
to capture Francis H. Pierpont, the provisional
governor of the Restored Government of Virginia.

Mosby expected to find Pierpont at the City
Hotel, known today as Gadsby’s Tavern, but was
disappointed to learn that Pierpont had gone to
Washington City. Mosby and his men burned a
railroad bridge within sight of Forts Ellsworth
and Lyon, then rode along Telegraph Road to the
Rose Hill Plantation to surprise the governor’s
aide, Col. Daniel F. Dulany. One of Mosby’s
Rangers, French Dulany, was Col. Dulany’s son.

Anne S. Frobel, a Rose Hill neighbor,
wrote in her diary that a “party of Mosby’s boys
came very unexpectedly to Rose Hill, and took
off Col. Dulaney. One of them was his own son.
… This boy’s first greeting to his father when 

CivilWarTrails.org

Alexandria and part of Fairfax County, 1864 – Courtesy Library of Congress

“The Rose Hill Raid” – Painting courtesy John Paul Strain
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“The Colonel sarcastically remarked to his
son that he had an old pair of shoes he had
better take, as he reckoned they were darned
scarce in the Confederacy, whereupon the
son holding up his leg which was encased
in a fine pair of cavalry boots just captured
from a sutler, asked the old man what he
thought of that.” — Maj. John S. Mosby,
October 1, 1863

★You Are Here

he rushed into the room where his father was 
in bed [was] … ‘How do Pa—I’m very glad to see
you,’ and the father’s answer sitting up in bed,
with proper dignity, ‘Well sir, I’m d-sorry to 
see you.’ But they took him down to Richmond
nevertheless.”

Dulany was
imprisoned, exchanged,
and survived the war.
His son, however, was
mortally wounded in
1864. The house
burned in 1895.

City Hotel, Alexandria
Courtesy Library of Congress


