
Order of Worship Service 
March 19, 2023 

4th Sunday in LENT 
  

 
PRELUDES    
        
WELCOME  
LENTEN RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
OUR RESPONSE - HYMN #809 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (OLD HUNDREDTH) 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
CHOIR     Amazing Grace – arr. Winnifred Sim                            
 
HYMN #559   Make Room within My Heart, O God  (KINGSFOLD)  
 
SCRIPTURE READING                           I Samuel 16:1-13 
    Reader: The Word of the Lord. Congregation response: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHOIR    A Faithful Shepherd is My Lord – Johann Nägeli 
        
PRAYER OF BLESSING 
HYMN #522   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us (BRADBURY) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Wilma Wiens 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy   Congregational Response: Hear our prayer 
 
SCRIPTURE READING     John 9:1-41 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. Congregation response: Thanks be to God. 
 
SOLO    Precious Jesus – Jay Althouse     

 
MESSAGE                       Blinded By the Light  Tim Perry 
             
HYMN #557   Open My Eyes, That I May See (SCOTT) 
 
BENEDICTION  

As we end our time of worship, we extinguish a candle symbolizing our ongoing journey  
into the darkness of Good Friday. 

 
POSTLUDE  
   

 
Worship Leader    - Wilma Wiens 
Minister of Pastoral & Spiritual Care  - Wilma Wiens 
Minister of Music   - Margot Sim 
Choir Leader    - Philip Lapatha 
Pianist      - Kimberly Lapatha 
Scripture Readers   - Wilma Wiens, Tim Perry 
Soloist     - Peter Hargraves 
 



NEXT SUNDAY – MARCH 26 – 5th Sunday in LENT: Tim Perry will be speaking on “Seeing the Glory” with scriptures 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 and John 11:1-45 
 

 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP – LENT 4  
Leader:  Day by day, God leads us: 
 
All:  to the deep, deep pools of peace, 

to the green, lush lawns of grace. 
 
Leader:  Day by day, Jesus calls us: 
 
All:  to give of ourselves in love, 

to anoint the stranger with hope. 
 
Leader:  Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us: 
 
All:  the community of mercy we can be, 

the family of goodness we are called to become. 
 
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW (Thomas Ken) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
AMAZING GRACE! HOW SWEET THE SOUND  (John Newton) 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 
MAKE ROOM WITHIN MY HEART, O GOD (Bryan Jeffery Leech) 
Make room within my heart, O God, that you may form in me 
The image you have shown in Christ, my very life to be. 
Inspire my thought, O lofty One, to reach the highest plane, 
That I may know the mind of Christ, and him as greatest gain. 
 
Direct my will, O King of kings, subject it to your own, 
That every impulse, action, word, may make your kingdom known. 
Effect my prayer, great Trinity, eternal Three-in-One; 
Combine each part of me to praise the Father, Spirit, Son. 
 

I SAMUEL 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from  
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite,  
for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears  
of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint  
for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem.  
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on  



Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel,  
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him for the Lord  
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord  
chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains  
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took  
the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers and the spirit of the Lord came mightily  
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
A FAITHFUL SHEPHERD IS MY LORD (Walter Buszin from Psalm 23) 
A faithful shepherd is my Lord who does great plenty me accord, 
Who leadeth me to pastures green, gives me to drink from waters unseen. 
A faithful Shepherd is my Lord. 
 
With loving hands He giveth bread, His gentle Spirit calms my dread, 
With health my body He endows, with blessings all my labor crowns. 
A faithful Shepherd is my Lord. 
 
On pathways narrow with Him I go; I shun not hardships, fear no foe. 
He is my Rod, He is my Staff, true joy affords, my soul doth laugh. 
A faithful Shepherd is my Lord. 
 
SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US (William Bradbury) 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care. 
In thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, Thine we are. (repeat) 
 
We are thine, do thou befriend us, be the guardian of our way. 
Keep thy flock from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear O hear us when we pray (repeat) 
 
Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be. 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and power to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to thee. (repeat) 
 
Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will. 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast loved us, love us still. (repeat)  
 

JOHN 9:1-41 (NRSV) 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,  
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered,  
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might  
be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day;  
night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud  
on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).  
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen  



him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying,  
“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”  
10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered,  
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?”  
He said, “I do not know.”  
 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath  
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask  
him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,  
and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not  
observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”  
And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him?  
It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he had  
been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight  
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”  
20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not  
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age.  
He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews,  
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah  
would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,  
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know  
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said  
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told  
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to  
become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are  
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know  
where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where  
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he  
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been  
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he  
could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying  
to teach us?” And they drove him out.  
 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the  
Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”  
37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said,  
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that  
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees  
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them,  
“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 
PRECIOUS JESUS (Jay Althouse) 
All that I am and all that I can be,  all that I know and all that I can see, 
These are the things my Jesus gave to me, Jesus, my Lord and friend. 
Once I was alone and day seemed dark as night.  
Once I was blind, but I’ve been given sight. 
Jesus, my Redeemer, led me to the light, Jesus, my Lord and friend. 
 
Chorus: 



Precious Jesus, blessed Jesus, You’re my life, my joy, my friend. 
Precious Jesus, blessed Jesus, Your love is a love without end. 
 
Now, like a shepherd, He guides me on my way. 
Now I will follow, I cannot go astray. 
Jesus, keep me near You, this I humbly pray. 
Jesus, my Lord and friend. Chorus 
 
OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE (Clara H. Scott) 
Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Chorus: Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear, 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.  
Chorus 
 
Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 
Chorus 
 


	Lenten Responsive Call to Worship
	Our Response - Hymn #809 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (OLD HUNDREDTH)
	Prayer of Blessing
	Benediction
	I SAMUEL 16:1-13 (NRSV)
	JOHN 9:1-41 (NRSV)


