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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community

	[bookmark: _Hlk151726314]Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio



	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with Communion
· July  7 –  Indoor Worship, coffee hour & educational program 		     on lymphedema at 11:15 in Sunday School room
· July 14 – Outdoor Worship, 
· July 21 – Outdoor Worship
· July 28 – Outdoor Worship
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         SUMMERTIME KIDS EVENT
Saturday, July 27th at Grace from 11 am to 1 pm.  Children ages 4 to 13.  May bring one friend.  Program, games, crafts and picnic.  
Please RSVP to Marty Bradley or Janice Muncie.




	MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· If you know of someone who could benefit from having a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know.  We have a good supply of them and would like to share them with those in need.
· Spare BIBLES?  If you have extra Bibles you are not using, please bring them to church as we are supporting a ministry that is sending Bibles to South Africa.  Please leave them on the balcony steps on the 1st Sunday of the month.
· Our new website sign on is graceoflilylake.org  (not .com)
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Summer is here! And it has come with a vengeance with temperatures hitting 98° already.  That certainly gives us time to install our new boiler. (Now if our air conditioner would just stop acting up!) It’s interesting to see how many politicians, Hollywood types, and activists are sounding the alarm over climate change Armageddon. The governor of one mid-Atlantic state recently decried how her state had just experienced temperatures never before seen in her state when they reached 100 degrees. (???) Personally, I just attribute all the hype to the human predilection for sensationalism and negativity. Some people are just not happy unless the sky is falling.
As Christians, we have the “inside scoop” in that we know for certain two things. The first is that the earth is destined for destruction as described in 2 Peter 3:10. This destruction won’t come from climate change, natural disasters, or nuclear war. It will happen supernaturally because God has already declared it as part of his master plan of creation. 
The second thing we know is that none of us will experience this cataclysmic disaster. All the saints both alive and dead up to that point will have already been taken up to heaven before the time of trial as a reward for our faith. But we still have our own crises to deal with before then, so grab a lemonade, enjoy the summer, and give thanks that your salvation is secure.
	Blessings to you.  Pastor David

Pastor’s Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 pm – 9 pm, and Sundays from 8:30 am for 3-4 hours and by appointment when requested.
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Description automatically generated]MANY THANKS AND PRAYERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DONATED THEIR TIME AND TALENTS, including, but not limited to:

· All those who helped with the June 29th clean-up day at Grace.
· Kirk Hooey and Kurt Redemann for replacing the top layer of timbers around the Bell Tower flower bed.  Kurt for continually adding flowers/plants to our grounds.
· Rebecca Circle for paying for new faucets that were installed in the kitchen.
· Dottie for again gathering an on-the-spot choir to open our outdoor worship services each Sunday and for playing the keyboard.
· George for live streaming our outdoor worship services.
· Pastor and Janice Muncie who are the instigators and new director of our fall soon-to-be Parents Day Out Program.  Please see the website for further information and pass along the word.



	FINANCIAL MATTERS –JULY 2024

· Our 2nd quarter income was boosted by the Rummage Sale.  Generally,  in the summer months, our donations trend downwards.  Please be reminded that your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow us to carry on a variety of ministries to serve our members and community.  
· Presently the Building Maintenance Fund balance is $7,075.  The Building Maintenance Team reviews building and safety needs, outside of the regular maintenance services .  If you wish to donate to this specific fund, please notate “Building Maintenance Fund”, so the donation will be designated accordingly. 

Brief recap of May financials:
					2024			2023
		May 2024		Year-to-Date		Year-to-Date
INCOME	$ 16,591**		$ 85,409		$ 89,217
EXPENSES	$ 14,448		$ 73,743		$ 78,743
NET +/-	$    2,143		$ 11,666		$ -10,474

**Spring rummage sale income was $5,040**

Pray for blessings upon Grace as we continue our mission and ministry, with challenges as we achieve our goals in 2024 ~  In Peace,   Tricia Painter, Treasurer


	VISION TEAM REPORT
Meeting was held on May 28th 
· Regional Gift Planner for the ELCA presented information for congregational members about setting up various types of donations.
· Minutes from the April meeting and treasurer’s information were approved.
· Parents Day Out program was approved by both the Vision Team and the congregation and plans are progressing to open the program in September.
· $1,163 was received from Trivent donations and thank yous were sent.
· Mortgage issues, including reset of rate due in February of 2025, are being addressed by a Mortgage Committee.  Meeting with the bank has taken place.
· Fellowship Hall floor cleaning/waxing is completed. Floor looks wonderful.
· Dallas is attempting to address the baggy carpet areas in the sanctuary.
· Septic tanks have been pumped.
· Boiler information: Dallas is still working with the insurance company to get a settlement on our claim for the loss of the boiler.  CMS has provided a new estimate to replace the boiler with one that only heats the basement ($49,450).  A member has offered to pay $30,000 of this cost.  Vision Team approved CMS proposal and the congregation approved it at the June 2 congregational meeting.
· Leaking thermostat in the rooftop AC unit has been addressed using our Maintenance Fund.
· New phone system is now in place in the office.


UPCOMING SPECIAL DATES
	
· Tuesday, July 16th – Rebecca Circle Picnic with bingo, please bring a white elephant prize
· Saturday, July 27th – Kids event (4 to 13 years old) from 11 am – 1pm
· Rebecca Circle August meeting - lunch at the Brunch Café and boat trip on the Fox River
· Friday, Aug 16th – Elburn Days Parade with our own Grace Lutheran float
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REBECCA CIRCLE


EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT REBECCA CIRCLE’S JULY PICNIC AND  BINGO DAY
TUESDAY, JULY 16TH AT NOON
There is a sign-up sheet at church so we know how much chicken to provide.  IF you are able, please bring a salad or dessert to share!
We also bring white elephants gifts for the Bingo game.  Just look around your house for some silly or not very useful item you have been looking to share with others!
Come share some good food and fellowship with Grace members and their friends.  
And you can even bring some food for our monthly donation to the Elburn Food Pantry!
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Registration for the September Roadrunner trip has begun.  We will be leaving Grace on Sunday, September 15th and returning Saturday, September 21st.  Some places we’ll be visiting are Anakeesta: a new attraction in Gatlinburg, Dollywood, the Island in Pigeon Forge, The Biltmore in NC and Brushy Penitentiary.  The estimated cost of this trip will be $1400-$1450.  Registration forms will be in the Roadrunner mailbox in the church office or see Suzanne Girsch.




	[bookmark: _Hlk111827636]NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items, including our new boiler.  Thank you.

	COVID 19, FLU AND RSV SAFETY PROTOCOLS
We follow the recommendations of the CDC, ELCA and IL Department of Health.  
If you wish to mask and social distance, please do so.  Please do not come to church if you have symptoms of illness.  If you do not feel comfortable worshipping with others, we invite you to join us for worship via our website, graceoflilylake.org



	CONTACTS:
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.
For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the August newsletter will be due by July 25th – please send items to Marty Bradley at martybradley@mchsi.com.    Thank you
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