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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
[bookmark: _Hlk151726314]
	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with Communion
.
· July   6 – Indoor Worship and Coffee Hour
· July 13 – Outdoor Worship
· July 20 – Outdoor Worship
· July 27 – Outdoor Worship
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           11am to 1pm – JULY 19th
 
We will gather our Sunday School children and some friends on Saturday, July 19th from 11 am – 1 pm for crafts, games, food and a Bible lesson; and maybe a song.  Open to our Sunday School children from 4 to 12 years old.  Each child may also bring a friend.  Please text Marty Bradley (630-777-1074) with the number of children coming when the time comes so that we can plan for lunch and craft items needed.
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FROM PASTOR DAVID, July 2025

 “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.” Matthew, Mark, and Luke all give us the same warning. And with two world conflicts now taking place, people are starting to wonder, “Is this the end of days?” (Jesus himself said that only the Father knows). On top of major wars, there seems to be one skirmish after another breaking out in cities across the world among citizens of the same country, a sort of localized outbreak of civil wars. What starts out as a peaceful protest soon descends into chaos and anarchy. Why is all of this happening now and how are we as believers supposed to respond?

First question first. “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.” Moses wrote this thousands of years ago, and sadly, nothing has changed since. This is the effect of original sin. The evil acts of sinful humanity seem new and unexpected to us because we are living through it. But history teaches us that this type of activity has always existed. That doesn’t make it better or acceptable, but having insight into the why gives us some peace in understanding.

Now the bigger question. What can we do about the troubles around us? The short and discouraging answer is, nothing that will cause major changes to happen quickly. Our spheres of influence are too small to move world events. But that is not an excuse to do nothing. We can continue to love our neighbors and make disciples, changing the world one person at a time. We can also do what we’ve always done, pray. Pray for peace in the world and in our communities. Pray for safety, security, and calm in our country and in our neighborhoods. Pray that evil doers will repent of their evil ways and come to know Jesus. Love each other and don’t give up meeting together. While our individual actions have little effect on the world stage, our collective prayers can move God to make bold moves. And unlike us, His power and authority have no limits to make the world a better place.     AMEN

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed and by appointment when requested.



	VISION TEAM REPORT
At their June 17th meeting the Vision Team:
· Approved updated Sexton’s duties and pay
· Approved new “Gifts Outline/Policy for special funds donated to church
· Approved New “Buildings Use Policy Guidelines”
· Approved CMS Proval for new Air Conditioning Unit (and alternatives)
· Discussed Girl Scouts space requirements for meetings (now that Preschool is being moved to the Grace Room)
· Reviewed updates to our financial statements that more accurately reflect our financial picture
· Approved the possible use of Grace for meetings of the Fox Valley Court Watch Organization at the request of Norm Turner, President

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member:  Pastor David, Dallas Peters, Tricia Painter, Lee Strom, Nancy Schnaitman, and Cathy Linquist.

	
FINANCIAL MATTERS – JULY 2025

· Our May income was boosted by the Rummage Sale.  Generally, in the upcoming summer months, our donations trend downwards.  Please be reminded that your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow us to engage in a variety of ministries to serve our members and community.  
· Presently the Building Maintenance savings, now titled Building Capital Improvements savings, has a balance of $6,895.  Donations received for this fund, are for expenses outside of the regular building maintenance services (elevator, HVAC, sprinkler, snowplowing, etc.).  Some of the tasks completed: pavilion walls replaced/painted, gutters installed on pavilion, Fellowship Hall floors cleaned/waxed, spring maintenance on mower.  Upcoming tasks:  landscaping to stop rain erosion on east side of church building, parking lot repaving, new (used) lawn mower.   If you wish to donate to this specific fund, please notate “Building Capital Improvements” fund, so the donation will be designated accordingly. 

Brief recap of May financials:
					2025			2024
		May 2025		Year-to-Date	Year-to-Date
INCOME	$ 22,481*		$146,602**		$ 85,409
EXPENSES	$ 18,391		$  99,923		$ 73,743
NET +/-	$    4,090		$  46,679		$ 11,666

*May Spring rummage sale in this total;    **Norm Nelson memorial in this total

Now at this mid-year of 2025, we are reminded of the blessings upon Grace.  We are grateful for our members and friends devoting their time, talents and financial support.  ~  In Peace,   Tricia Painter, Treasurer



	    This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

 PRE School Program
Our Parents Day Out Program is now called a Pre-School program.  The school year is complete and will resume in September still on Mondays and Wednesdays. Registration is open for the 2025-2026 school year. Please tell anyone you know with a 3 to 5 year-old child to check out our website at graceoflilylake.org/PDO. You can also contact Janice Muncie directly at 630-854-1066.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]SPECIAL THANKS to all who have shared their time and talents with Grace , including but not limited to:
· Those helping to set up for outdoor worship
· Helen G., George T. and others for making lunch for Lazarus House on July 29th.
· Tricia P. for assisting the Scouts with spaces to meet and being in the building on Monday nights when they are there.
· Ian E. for coming over to Grace – middle of the night sprinkler alarm.
· Kurt R. and Lee S. for getting the flagpole rope replaced and our flag proudly waving before Memorial Day.
· Linda S. for scheduling the cleaning/waxing of Fellowship Hall and for planting our community garden.
· Tricia P. for coordinating church entrance doors being re-keyed and Twyla S for coordinating issue of new keys.
· Dallas P. for helping the Scout dads replace pavilion walls.
And to many more of you who give generously of your time!
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SIGN UP SHEET IS IN THE GATHERING ROOM!




	EVENTS NOT TO BE MISSED 
(also see Sunday worship information above)
· July 15th – PICNIC AND BINGO at noon in Fellowship Hall
· July 19th – CHILDREN’S EVENT at Grace from 11 am to 1 pm
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Grace Lutheran is a partnership church.  Nancy Corbige, our representative to Habitat for Humanity, reports that they have started building a new house in St. Charles, north of Rte 64 and that volunteers are needed.  Times you may volunteer include, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday from 8:30 am to 4 pm.  

If you can volunteer a day or more, please send your name and email address to Nancy at ncorbige@gmail.com.  She will keep us updated on the progress of the build.  Volunteers do a variety of jobs, including providing lunches, doing clean up, painting and construction work.
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	ROAD RUNNERS 2025 TRIP


Dear Grace Roadrunners,

Spring Greetings! Plans are coming together for our 2025 Roadrunner trip –“Let’s Travel to Iowa.” The trip leaves Monday, September 22 and returns Saturday 27. We decided to concentrate on the NE corner of the state -Decorah, Dyersville, Mason City and Dubuque. We found some interesting stops in some of the smaller towns in this area too. We’ll go to the Field of Dreams, National Mississippi Museum and Aquarium, Vesterheim- the National Norwegian-America Museum, Bily Clocks Museum and Music Man Square.
Continued on next page
This trip will cost $1030 - $1130 per person based on double occupancy. If you desire a single room, add $340. A deposit of $500 due June 26th holds your place with the balance due August 1st . Checks should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake with Grace Roadrunners written on the memo line.

The first 40 registrations are guaranteed a spot on the coach, and then a waiting list will be started. Please mail your registration sheet and check to: Suzanne Girsch, 370 Delnor Glen Dr., St. Charles, IL 60174. The $500 deposit will be refundable before July 31st . Refunds after the final payment is due will be based on what we are able to be compensated for. Contact Suzanne Girsch at sgirsch1012@gmail.com or 630-888-7254 if you have questions.

Blessings this Spring, Roadrunner Planning Committee:
Suzanne Girsch, Karen North, Dawn Root and Sharon Sabin
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REBECCA CIRCLE


The Bird Presentation luncheon on June 21st was a great success.  Thank you to Nancy Schnaitman for arranging for the speaker.  The salad and dessert lunch was wonderful.  Decorations on the table were from Margaret Swanson’s bird collection.
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In loving memory of Margaret

We are in need of knitters and crocheters to help us restore our prayer shawl ministry.  See Twyla Strom or Kathy Hooey for more information on this.
Also, we have a Rebecca Circle prayer chain and we pray for those who ask.  So if you have a request, please call Kathy Hooey and she will get her prayer team on it!

Our next meeting is the annual PICNIC AND BINGO 
on July 15th at noon in Fellowship Hall.  
Hostesses are Karen Patterson and Cathy Whiteside






	
NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.





MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services with.  Seeking several people so we will be able to spread out the weekly tasks, so your assistance is not necessary every week ~ please consider ~ and contact Pastor or Tricia Painter  
· If you can knit or crochet, we need you to help make more prayer shawls as we are running low.  We have the yarn so please contact Helen Gruber if you can help.  If you know of someone needing a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know.  
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter for further details.

	
SPECIAL MINISTRY INFORMATION
Bridge to Life Group’s Jesus Closet (homeless in Elgin): Items needed are backpacks, blankets, gym shoes, t-shirts, jeans, coats and socks.  Please mark donated items to the attention of Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096).  Thank you for all the donations.
Clothing and miscellaneous items for those in need in Chicago are being collected by Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096) to be given to Pastor Anna-Kari Johnson for distribution in Chicago. Thank you to all who have donated in the past. 
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	CONTACTS:  
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the August newsletter will be due by July 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you
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PICNIC & BINGO     TUESDAY JULY 15, 2025, 12PM   BRING WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT FOR BINGO PRIZES   EVERYONE IS WELCOME (MEN, WOMEN, KIDS)   SPONSORED BY REBECCA CIRCLE   (FOOD PROVIDED)   FELLOWSHIP HALL   FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:   KAREN PATTERSON 815/909 - 2402   CATHY  WHITESIDE 630/605 - 1096  
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202 5   Elburn Days Parade   8 - 15 - 25 :   Janice  Muncie (630/854 - 1066), Karen Patterson (815/909 - 2402) and Cathy Whiteside (630 605 - 1096) are  organizing a float for the August 1 5 th parade  representing    Grace   Lutheran Church.     Volunteers are  needed to help decorate our float at 9am at Cathy  Whiteside's house in Elburn (418 W Reader St.).    The Barton Family  provides   their  trailer and van with the Mark Anderson family providing hay bales for seating.     
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