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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
[bookmark: _Hlk151726314]
	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with Communion
.
· March   2 – Worship, Sunday School
· March   5 – Ash Wednesday Worship, 7 pm
· March   9 – Worship
· March 16 – Worship and Sunday School
· March 23 – Worship
· March 30 – Worship 
April Sunday School dates are the 6th and 27th.



	LENTEN SCHEDULE
· Ash Wednesday, March 5th, worship at 7 pm at Grace
· LENTEN BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Begins on Thursday, March 13th, noon soup luncheon
            Or Saturday, March 15th, coffee/treats
The Series will continue throughout Lent on Thursdays and Saturdays.  
The Saturday program is a repeat of the prior Thursday program.  
The last studies will be on Thursday, April 10th and Saturday, April 12th. 

HOLY WEEK begins on Palm Sunday, April 13th
· Maundy Thursday worship with communion, April17th, 7 pm at Grace
· Good Friday community worship with communion at Grace, April 18th, 7 pm
· Easter Sunday worship with communion, April 20th, 9:30 am
 	Breakfast in Fellowship Hall from 8:30 to 11:30 am
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           From PASTOR DAVID, March 2025

You’re probably wondering how our new (nearly) full time Pastor is getting along since he took on his expanded role with Grace Church at the beginning of February. So, I had a chance to sit down with him to ask how it’s going.

Me: Any regrets, Pastor, since taking on a more expanded role here at Grace?
Pastor David: Only that I couldn’t do it sooner.

Me: How are things different now with your expanded involvement?
Pastor David: For one, I’ve been able to catch up on a lot of much needed pastoral visits with members in nursing homes, in the hospital, and in their homes. It was hard to do while I was working a full-time job, but I’m happy to be reconnecting with folks now on a more regular basis.

Me: What are your plans for this year?
Pastor David: The most important role for me, or any pastor for that matter, is being true to preaching the Gospel, teaching, and pastoral care. I’m very happy that I have not only more time to do all three, but also more flexibility to spend the time needed for what’s most important on any particular day. I’ve been working on the Lenten study on the Book of Revelation for the past 6 months, and I’m putting the final touches on it. I’m happy I have more time to do so and I want this to be a memorable experience for the attendees. I also plan to spend much more time at the church, usually Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, plus Sundays & as needed, so I can help with administration and be available for visitors and needs related to the building.

Me: Any other ideas in the works for the rest of 2025?
Pastor David: First, we will continue to experience and celebrate all the great things we have been doing for years, even before I got here. The rummage sales, October Fest, the Spaghetti Dinner, our community services with the other churches, the Elburn Days parade, our partnership with the food pantry, our donation of clothes, Sunday School, Ash Wednesday at the train station, Line Dancing, and on and on. We may be a small church, but we are mighty in our love for our neighbors. Our Parents Day Out preschool program has been very successful in just a short amount of time thanks to our Director, Janice Muncie, and I am hoping we attract even more kids in the fall. My dream is to get that attendance up to 50 kids someday, and of course, more kids means more young families who may want a loving church to join. I’m also very grateful to our Vision Team and our Mortgage Committee for negotiating a very favorable mortgage loan renewal with the bank. That gives us some breathing room for another 5 years. I also plan to start a door knocking campaign in the spring to introduce residents to Grace. On the administrative side, I’m working with Vision Team on some policy updates and ways to streamline the way we do things. We always have to be looking at how we can do more with less. Technology can help, but I will never use AI (artificial intelligence) in anything. You hired me; you get me.

continued on next page…
Pastor’s report continued…

Me: What do you see as your biggest challenges for 2025?
Pastor David: The challenges we face are the same challenges the church universal has faced for the last 2,000 years: societal indifference or even antagonism toward the Gospel message, worldliness that draws peoples’ time and attention away from the Christian walk, rising prices against a fixed income that make it harder and harder for people to give, the financial stability of the church, and maintaining a regular and steady pool of volunteers to do all the thankless, behind the scenes work to keep the church running smoothly. But as a wise evangelist once taught me, “The main thing is to make the main thing the main thing.” Our “main thing” here at Grace has always been, is today, and will always be, to preach Christ crucified as the only means of salvation, to love and serve our neighbors, and to walk humbly in gratitude for what God has done for us. We deserve nothing but condemnation; we receive nothing but glorification.
That’s what grace is all about.

Blessings to you,  David
Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed and by appointment when requested.



	[image: ]	SPECIAL THANKS to all who have shared their time and talents with Grace , including but not limited to:
· All who assisted and participated in the Chili Cook Off especially Candice Hopkins. Congratulations to Nancy Schnaitman for her winning chili.  The event drew a lot of community people.
· The Mortgage Committee which successfully negotiated a new mortgage and rate.
· Nancy Corbige for her continued involvement in bringing people to Grace, including line dancing and a quilt event.
· Those who do regular upkeep jobs at church such as cleaning the church bathrooms (Cathy Whiteside, and others) & Linda Smykowski gathering the trash, Ian Engberg our sexton etc.  – if you can help please let a Vision Team Member know. 
· Thank you for all the support for our Parents Day Out program.  It’s going great.
And to many more of you who give generously of your time!
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Dear Grace Lutheran,
Thank you!  We thank God for you!  Thank you for the huge donation of clothing, blankets, shoes, luggage for showing Christ’s Love to people.  We know Christ is at the center of your church community making multiplied miracles possible!  We also thank you for the wonderful anniversary celebration and the prayer shawls.  We brought your prayer shawls to many people in the hospital who are strengthened by your prayer in Christ.  We pray for GOD to multiply your blessings.  Thank you for the visit from Cathy Whiteside and Kurt to my parents’ home.  Pastor David and Carol Langseth with our thanks, prayers and Love in Christ.   Anna-Kari, Kristian, Hope, Emanuel and Xavier Johnson 
4332 N. Winchester Ave., Chicago, IL  60613

	
FINANCIAL MATTERS – MARCH 2025

· American Eagle Bank advised that our new mortgage rate will be 5.125%.   We are thankful for all of the work by Dallas Peters in leading this effort.

· Thrivent Members – Please consider donating your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Grace of Lily Lake – deadline for completing this is March 31st.

· Several of our members have made a donation to Grace via a tax-deferred retirement account --  it is a very tax-efficient way to be charitable both during your lifetime and through your estate. Unlike a distribution to you or an heir, which would be a taxable event, charitable donations from retirement accounts lay no additional tax burden on you or the charity.  Estate gifts from these accounts can go directly to charities through a donor-directed distribution agreement or fund named endowments, i.e. Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake.    Have you prayerfully considered naming Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake in your Trust or Will?
Brief recap of January financials: 
				Jan 2024 		Jan 2025 Year-to-Date 
 
INCOME 			$15,126		$ 24,387 		
EXPENSES 			$14,380		$ 16,394 		
NET +/- 			$746		 	$    7,993 		
 
Pray for blessings upon Grace as we continue our mission and ministry and reach new goals with God’s Guiding Hands ~ In Peace ~ Tricia Painter, Treasurer
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 Parents day out
 A new ministry at grace

We’re more than halfway through the year of Parents Day Out and boy are we having a fun time!  Every week we have a new Bible lesson. This year‘s theme is thanking God for our many blessings!  We also play many games and songs that are secretly teaching letters – numbers - colors and shapes.  PDO is so fortunate to be able to utilize the big open space behind our church to go sledding, take mini hikes and play tag.  Registration begins March 3rd for the 2025-2026 school year. Please tell anyone you know with a 3 to 5 year-old child to check out our website at Graceoflilylake.org/PDO. You can also contact Janice Muncie directly at 630-854-1066.




	VISION TEAM REPORT
Meeting was held on February 11th
· Minutes from January 14th Vision Team meeting and treasurer’s report were approved.
· Pastor has recently been visiting numerous members who have not been able to attend.
· We have had several new people attend worship.  Please stop to greet them,  introduce yourselves and encourage them to keep attending.
· The Synod is sponsoring a Lay Leadership conference on March 29 in Schaumburg from 9-1.  Anyone is invited.  You can find more information on the Synod website:  MCSelca.org
· Pastor is looking for a Seder meal in the Chicago area for us who are interested to attend.
· Pastor will be going door to door in some local areas soon.
· Pastor’s contract with Grace is being updated to reflect his new hours and work.
· The church door has been found unlocked on a few occasions.  Please check all the doors before you leave if you have been in the church.
· Grace is in need of a new riding lawn mower.  Please contact Dallas if you have any leads or to donate.
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REBECCA CIRCLE

OUR FIRST REBECCCA CIRCLE MEETING FOR 2025:
PLEASE JOIN US ON TUESDAY, MARCH 18 TH AT 1pm IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL HERE AT GRACE FOR OUR FIRST 2025 MEETING
OF THE REBECCA CIRCLE. OUR HOSTESSES FOR THAT DAY ARE
MARGARET SWANSON AND CHERYL NELSON.



	EVENTS NOT TO BE MISSED 
(also see Sunday worship information above)
LINE DANCING continues on THURSDAYS:  
·  March 6, 13, 20 and 27, 
· April 3, 10, no class on the 17th as we will have a Maundy Thursday worship service, and 24, 
· May 1 and 8.
SEE LENTEN SCHEDULE ABOVE
ANNUAL SYNOD ASSEMBLY - Friday and Saturday, May 30-31.  Theme is: Go Therefore!  Meetings will be at the Q Center in St. Charles.  Dottie and Paul Mantsch will be representing us.


MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· If you can knit or crochet, we need you to help make more prayer shawls as we are running low.  We have the yarn so please contact Helen Gruber if you can help.  If you know of someone needing a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know.  
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter for further details.
· The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help run our power point during worship which brings the bulletin onto the TV screens in the sanctuary.  Especially for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. See Tricia Painter.
· Our new website sign on is graceoflilylake.org  (not .com)

	SPECIAL MINISTRY INFORMATION:

Bridge to Life Group’s Jesus Closet (homeless in Elgin): Items needed are backpacks, blankets, gym shoes, t-shirts, jeans, coats and socks.  Please mark donated items to the attention of Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096).  Thank you for all the donations.
Clothing and miscellaneous items for the migrants in Chicago are being collected by Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096) to be given to Pastor Anna-Kari Johnson for distribution in Chicago. Thank you to all who have donated in the past. Left overs from our Spring Rummage Sale were already passed on to this ministry in June.



	
[image: Cartoon character running on a black background

Description automatically generated]		ROAD RUNNERS 2025 TRIP

The 2025 Road Runners Trip will include Dubuque/Cedar Rapids,IA to mid IA.  So, mark your calendar for the 2025 Roadrunner Trip to Iowa on September 22-27, 2025.  See Suzanne Girsch for more information.




	
NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.





	[bookmark: _Hlk111827636]COVID 19, FLU AND RSV SAFETY PROTOCOLS
We follow the recommendations of the CDC, ELCA and IL Department of Health.  
If you wish to mask and social distance, please do so.  Please do not come to church if you have symptoms of illness.  If you do not feel comfortable worshipping with others, we invite you to join us for worship via our website, graceoflilylake.org



	CONTACTS:
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.
For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the April newsletter will be due by March 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you
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