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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
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	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with Communion
.
· May   4 – Worship, Sunday School
· May 11 – Worship
· May 18 – Worship, Sunday School 
· May 25 – Worship

May 18th is the last day of Sunday School before the summer break
· Celebration of Pentecost will be Sunday, June 8th.  (wear red)
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 May 3rd at Grace 4 – 7 pm
We invite all members of our community to a Spaghetti Supper here at Grace.  

Menu:                 Pasta with red sauce, with or without meat
Meatballs		Salad		Garlic Bread
Desserts
Carry out available.
Invite your friends and neighbors.  Also please sign up to help and/or donate items.
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           From PASTOR DAVID,  2025

I was very pleased that half the congregation was able to come out to this year’s study on the Book of Revelation. Many were surprised to learn that there is an alternate way of reading the book other than as a future timeline for coming destruction. Revelation is just one of many “apocalyptic” writings in ancient literature that follow a standard pattern of heavenly and beastly visions, heavy reliance on Old Testament “design patterns”, and a marked division between good and evil. We even see this same style of writing in parts of the traditional Old Testament prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  Read as literature, poetry, and song, the book lays out themes that endure
for all generations of believers:
· Cycles of death and despair that are interrupted by visions of hope and promises of blessings
· A challenge to the reader that questions one’s allegiance: either to God and His kingdom (The Lamb), or to the world and empire/emperor/economic security (The Beasts/Harlot)
· A warning to the reader that allegiance to Empire may provide fame
and fortune, but this is fleeting, while allegiance to God will result in
persecution (in some form) in this life; but eternal life belongs to the
believer
· The judgements make clear that even the strongest governments
cannot protect one against sickness, natural disasters and ultimately
death
· The brutal forces of abusive monarchs, dictators, and governments
are portrayed as prowling beasts who devour all those who pay
homage to them
· Citizens of the world wear an allegorical sign of 666 on their bodies
which represent their allegiance to this world order, while God’s
children display His number, 777, which represents perfection and
completion (the world was made in 7 days).
· While Satan appears to be prevalent and invincible, the reality is that
his empire has been limited, and his time is short. He is not
invincible; he is desperate. Our charge is to continue to resist him.
· The best news is that the battle against evil and sin and death has already been won. Victory belongs to the slain and resurrected lamb and all who follow him. Our hope is secure.
AMEN
Blessings to you,  David
Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed and by appointment when requested.
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SPECIAL THANKS to all who have shared their time and talents with Grace , including but not limited to:
· The many members who assisted in all of the Holy Week worship services, especially George, choir members, “altar guild” assistants, lectors…, 103 attended the Easster Service
· Cara Turner-Kusch and all the kitchen helpers for the Easter breakfast and all who donated food
· Helen Gruber who is always available to take on extra/special duties.  She never says “no!”
· Nancy  Corbige for publishing our weekly eblast, her great ideas, and in so many other ways – she doesn’t say “no” either
· Margaret Swanson for all of the floral arrangements she provides for special events, meals, and décor for the various seasons of the year
And to many more of you who give generously of your time!




	
FINANCIAL MATTERS – MAY 2025

Financial Matters – May 2025

“He is Risen indeed ~ April was a very busy month with joyful preparations
· Thank you for Thrivent members who designated their Choice Dollars to Grace: as we
received $944; Easter Breakfast freewill offering: $511.
· Spring has sprung – We are looking for a used, in very good condition, zero turn lawn
mower for back-up to our present mower to help with our 5 acres. Please contact a
Vision Team member if you have further ideas or leads.
· We thank members who have gifted memorial funds towards our efforts for pavilion
wall replacement, asbestos removal in the parish house, and funds towards a new / used
mower.
· If you wish to donate to the “Building Maintenance Fund” for extra repairs, please note that on your donation.
Brief recap of March financials:
					2025			2024
		March 2025		Year-to-Date		Year-to-Date

INCOME	$ 22,316		$103,385		$ 53,864
EXPENSES	$ 21,212		$  57,047		$ 45,237
NET +/-	$   1,104		$  46,338		$   8,627

Pray for blessings upon Grace as we continue our mission and work to expand our ministries at
Grace in 2025 ~ In Peace, Tricia Painter, Treasurer
 

	
VISION TEAM REPORT

In their April meeting the Vision Team:

· Began review of Ian Endberg’sSexton agreement
· Approved work on the Pavilion ( gutters/siding)
· Approved asbestos removal in the parsonage
· Reviewed information to date on the April 14th insurance renewal
· Approved use of the church by the Lily Lake Cemetery Board
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Grace Lutheran is a partnership church.  Nancy Corbige, our representative to Habitat for Humanity, reports that they have started building a new house in St. Charles, north of Rte 64 and that volunteers are needed.  Times you may volunteer include, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday from 8:30 am to 4 pm.  

If you can volunteer a day or more, please send your name and email address to Nancy at ncorbige@gmail.com.  She will keep us updated on the progress of the build.  Volunteers do a variety of jobs, including providing lunches, doing clean up, painting and construction work
.
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 Parents day out
 A new ministry at grace

We’re more than halfway through the year of Parents Day Out and boy are we having a fun time!  Every week we have a new Bible lesson. This year‘s theme is thanking God for our many blessings!  We also play many games and songs that are secretly teaching letters – numbers - colors and shapes.  PDO is so fortunate to be able to utilize the big open space behind our church to go sledding, take mini hikes and play tag.  Registration begins March 3rd for the 2025-2026 school year. Please tell anyone you know with a 3 to 5 year-old child to check out our website at Graceoflilylake.org/PDO. You can also contact Janice Muncie directly at 630-854-1066.





	RUMMAGE SALE
We are getting ready for our Spring Rummage Sale on May 16 (9am-4pm) and May 17 (9am-2pm) ~ Spring has sprung; hope you have marked your calendars and spread the word.

Thank you for holding donations until May 13th  as we are trying not to clutter up entryways, doorways, walkways, etcIf you have a clothing donation, please contact Cathy Whiteside (630-605-1096).  **She collects clothing year-round; please let her know if you can help with the large task of sorting the clothing donations.
Also, when considering your donations, please ask yourself, “would I purchase this?, does it work/operate correctly, are the cords or all pieces intact?  Doesn’t smell like smoke and free of pet hair?  Is it fairly clean, etc.?”  If not, please understand if we say “no thank you.”  We don’t have the volunteers or time to go through it all.  As a reminder, we cannot accept TV cabinets, older TVs, and large furniture pieces.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

MAY DROP-OFF and VOLUNTEER TIMES:
Tues, May 13 – various times – please watch weekly announcements
Weds, May 14 – donations accepted 10am - 4 pm;  volunteer sale set-up hours anytime 10am – 5pm
Thurs, May 15 – Donations accepted 10am – 3pm; volunteer sale set-up hours anytime 10am – 5 pm
Friday, May 16 – Volunteers needed all day of the sale, 9am – 4pm
Saturday, May 17 – Volunteers needed all day of the sale, 9am – 2 pm & sale clean up 2 pm- ???

Any further questions, please contact Tricia Painter, 708-624-0400 (leave message/text)



	
[image: Cartoon character running on a black background

Description automatically generated]		ROAD RUNNERS 2025 TRIP

The 2025 Road Runners Trip will include Dubuque/Cedar Rapids,IA to mid IA.  So, mark your calendar for the 2025 Roadrunner Trip to Iowa on September 22-27, 2025.  See Suzanne Girsch for more information.
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REBECCA CIRCLE

We are in need of knitters and crocheters (is that a word?) to help us restore our prayer shawl ministry.  See Twyla Strom or Kathy Hooey for more information on this.

We have a Rebecca Circle prayer chain and we pray for those who ask.  So if you have a request, please call Kathy Hooey and she will get her prayer team on it!

Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 20th at 1pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us as we plan, pray and fellowship!

See information below about our Spring Salad and Dessert Luncheon:
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       A SPECIAL SALAD & DESSERT LUNCHEON
                 JUNE 14TH at GRACE at NOON


Special Birding Adventure presentation with Jackie Bowman, an exceptional wildlife photographer.  She will share stories and photos from St. Paul Island in the Pribilofs, a remote gem in the Bering Sea 300 miles off the Alaskan Coast.  The adventure continues to Utqiagvik, formerly known as Barrow, the northernmost point in the United States.  Birders from around the world gather there to spot rare migrants in an awe-inspiring landscape.  

Community members/guests are welcome. Grace members are asked to provide the salads and desserts.  Reservations will be required.  More details to follow.

Presented by Jackie Bowman, Vice President of Kane County Audubon and member of the Illinois Audubon Society, along with Nancy Schnaitman, Secretary of Kane County Audubon and fellow member of the Illinois Audubon Society.

	



	
NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.




	EVENTS NOT TO BE MISSED 
(also see Sunday worship information above)
· LINE DANCING, THURSDAYS:  
·  Last dates before summer break are May 1 and 8.
· REBECCA CIRCLE MEETING:  May 20th at 1 pm in Fellowship Hall
· SPAGHETTI DINNER, May 3 from 4-7 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Please sign up to help/donate and  come to eat and bring friends.
· ANNUAL SYNOD ASSEMBLY - Friday and Saturday, May 30-31.  Theme is: Go Therefore!  Meetings will be at the Q Center in St. Charles.  Dottie and Paul Mantsch will be representing us.
· LUNCHEON JUNE 14TH AT NOON AT GRACE, sponsored  by the Rebecca Circle with Birding Adventure presentation by Jackie Bowman. 



MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· If you can knit or crochet, we need you to help make more prayer shawls as we are running low.  We have the yarn so please contact Helen Gruber if you can help.  If you know of someone needing a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know.  
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter for further details.
· The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help run our power point during worship which brings the bulletin onto the TV screens in the sanctuary.  Especially for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. See Tricia Painter.
	SPECIAL MINISTRY INFORMATION
Bridge to Life Group’s Jesus Closet (homeless in Elgin): Items needed are backpacks, blankets, gym shoes, t-shirts, jeans, coats and socks.  Please mark donated items to the attention of Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096).  Thank you for all the donations.
Clothing and miscellaneous items for the migrants in Chicago are being collected by Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096) to be given to Pastor Anna-Kari Johnson for distribution in Chicago. Thank you to all who have donated in the past. 
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	CONTACTS:  
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the June newsletter will be due by May 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you
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