[bookmark: _Hlk133412625] SEPTEMBER 2023, VOL. 44
	[image: ]
	AMAZING
GRACE
CONNECTIONS



	Faith  >   Family  >   Community
Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio



	
Worship every Sunday
with Communion
Sunday, September 3 at 9 am, with baptism
		Last outdoor worship with inside coffee hour

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE TO 9:30 am beginning Sept 10th
Sunday, September 10 at 9:30 am, Indoor Worship & baptism
RALLY SUNDAY – START OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
For 3-13 year olds (following the baptism)
Sunday, September 17, Indoor Worship at 9:30 am
			Brief presentation about building safety, safe storm 			areas, fire exits, use/non-use of elevators, etc.  Please 			plan on staying a short while following worship.	
Sunday, September 24, Indoor Worship at 9:30 am with
					    SUNDAY SCHOOL
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ECUMENICAL WORLD WIDE SEASON OF CREATION SEPTEMBER 1 – OCTOBER 4 

Theme for 2023:
LET JUSTICE AND PEACE FLOW
Amos 5: 24 “Let justice roll down like waters, and
 righteousness like an everlasting stream.

Each year from September 1 to October 4 (the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi) the Christian family unites for this worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home.  As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common call to care for creation.  We are co-creatures and part of all that God has made.   Our wellbeing is interwoven with the wellbeing of the Earth.  We are called to join the river of justice and peace to work together on behalf of all Creation.  Our individual actions during the Season of Creation are important, taking part in clean-ups, planting trees, and reducing our carbon footprint and advocacy are some of the immediate actions we can take.

“There has never before been a time, in the history of human existence, when we have so gravely threatened not only our own existence, but that of the rest of the living world.  But it’s not to late to act, if we do it now, if we do it together.”  Bishop Olivia Graham, Diocese of Reading, Church of England.

The Season of Creation is a vital and necessary reminder that God’s saving, healing, justice-seeking love extends to every part of creation.  It is also a reminder to young people that God is the Creator.  This Season will be an opportunity to pray, reflect and act together as the people of god for our common home.  

Each Sunday from September 3 through October 1, we will include a few prayers and readings about the gifts of creation we have received from God and our responsibilities to creation.
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]PASTOR’S MESSAGE

On a recent calm summer night, I took my family on a cheap date to the local playground. My wife and son were playing in the sandbox while I sat on the bench watching the other children run around. (I don’t do sand). While I watched all the playful activities, I had mixed emotions. On the one hand, I was happy to see everyone enjoying the age of innocence, the time when there are no bills to pay, no deadlines to meet, no to-do lists to complete. The only duty at this age is to be a kid. I sure miss those days.But on the other hand, I felt anxiety and concern for these kids (including my own). What world would they grow up in? What challenges would they face? And I know every generation has similar worries for its youth, but I fear this time is different. There are certainly major threats they will have to contend with: the cesspool called social media, the potential fiscal insolvency of our State and our nation, the growing threat of artificial intelligence, etc., etc. 
	In generations past, people were able to meet the challenges they faced, and they persevered. But this time it’s different for two reasons. For one, common sense has been banned from the public square. People used to have the capacity and the confidence to think critically, to explore, to question, to challenge, to think and to learn. Today, it seems that children are not taught how to think, rather they are taught what to think. Education has been displaced by indoctrination. Socrates said that the unexamined life is not worth living. Alexander Hamilton said if you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything. Secondly, and with more dire consequences, we have now raised an entire generation without God. And a Godless generation who blindly accepts what to think is a sure recipe for chaos. 
	Given such a landscape before us, it is easy to despair; it is easy to feel hopeless, to conclude there is nothing we can do. The problem is too big, and we are too small. And that would be a proper conclusion. Except for the fact that our God is a big God. He lives among us. He is a God who is always in control, always fully accessible and always protective of His people. What can we do? We can pray; we can love; we can serve; we can forgive; we can offer food to the hungry and water to the thirsty. But be warned. Before we hear “well done, good and faithful servant,” we could possibly hear “you’re under arrest for hate speech.”  I pray we never see such days. Just remember, our God is an awesome God; He is alive; and He has prepared a room for each of us. To Him be the glory. Thank you for all for your faithful witness through the years.
Blessings to you all, Pastor David		
Pastor’s Hours at church Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 pm – 9 pm
Saturdays from 9 – noon          Sundays from 8:30 am for 3-4 hours



	FALL RALLY DAY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Sunday School for 3 through 13 year olds will start on September 10th. This is also the Sunday the time for worship will change to 9:30 am.  Spread the word!
Sunday School Sept. 10 and 24; thereafter the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.

	
JULY VISION TEAM REPORT
The Vision Team met on July 13th 

· July Vision Team minutes and treasurer’s report were approved.
· A tract search was completed on our property to make sure it was clear.  No liens were found!
· A Fire Department representative met with Marty and Nancy S. review our tornado, fire and exit strategies.  She will be joining us after worship on Sept. 17th to review this information. She suggested adding a couple of battery operated fired alarms to the sanctuary – they have been purchased and will be installed.  Also noted that because of the trees and house close to the parsonage, it cannot be used as burn training for the fire department.  Vision Team voted to have an asbestos inspection done on the house for future concerns.
· Received a new estimate for cost of insurance for our building.  It was reviewed by Dallas Peters.  It was decided to keep our current insurace company and to add coverage for the parsonage building, bell tower and organ . 
· Once again, Grace had a great float in the Elburn Days Parade with many volunteers involved.
· Line Dancing start up Sept.13 – Every Wednesday through Dec. 13
· Octoberfest at Grace, Sept. 30 – look for information and sign up sheets.
· With CD rates rising, it was suggested that we look into putting some of our savings (current balance is $97,738) into a CD.  Tricia to contract our bank and others for rates.
· Please note in the treasurer’s report that we are slightly behind in donations according to our budget.  However, we are way ahead from where we were last year.  Thank you.

Please remember to greet visitors each Sunday and ask them to sign the register.

The Vision Team meets on the second Tuesday of each month.  If you have items you feel should be discussed by the team, please send them to Marty by the first Tuesday of the month.

 Blessings, Marty Bradley, President
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Description automatically generated]MANY THANKS AND PRAYERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DONATED THEIR TIME AND TALENTS, including, but not limited to:

· Our Boy Scout troop and a couple from the Girl Scout troop for completing a much needed landscaping project for an elderly widow in the Windings.  It was a large job which they completed in two days and did an awesome job.
· All who helped with our Elburn Days float and those who walked, rode, waved and talked with the crowd.
· Lori U’ren and Cara Turner-Kusch for updating our First Aid kits.
· All of you who give of yourselves to the ministries of Grace.


	FINANCIAL MATTERS – AUGUST 2023

Summer months are coming to an end, school sessions have begun.  Your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow a variety of ministries to continue at Grace and help us serve our community.  

· Tricia was able to capture some Unclaimed Funds from the Illinois State Treasurer - $143 from 2 separate vendors who we no longer use (were overpaid or we had credit from).   You can visit the site yourself:   unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov. --  and enter your name, loved ones’ name AND possibly find some funds to claim.
· Presently the Building Maintenance Fund balance is $ 1,525. The Building Maintenance Team reviews building and safety needs, outside of the regular maintenance services.  If you wish to donate to this specific fund, please notate “Building Maintenance Fund”,so the donation will be designated accordingly.   Presently taking place: caulking of specific windows; next possible projects:  repair/replace small window in storage closet off of Fellowship Hall, Fellowship Hall floor stripping and waxing, repair + painting of 2-story wall at back entrance to church.  Noisy offering and some memorial funds are also helping to offset some of these maintenance costs.  We like to keep a decent balance in the account for emergency repairs.

Brief recap of July financials:
					2023			2022
		July 2023		Year-to-Date		Year-to-Date

INCOME	$ 14,651		$ 106,056		$ 110,208
EXPENSES	$ 14,015		$ 106,745		$ 138,796
NET +/-	$       636		$         -689		$ - 28,588

Pray for blessings upon Grace as we continue our mission and ministry, with goals and challenges for the second half of 2023.     ~  In Peace ~   Tricia Painter, Treasurer



UPCOMING SPECIAL DATES
.
· September 10th Worship time changes to 9:30 am and Sunday School begins
· September 13th from 6 – 7 pm beginning of fall Line Dancing thru Dec. 13th
	Every Wednesday (except Nov. 22rd)
· September 18 – 23 - Roadrunners Trip to Niagara Falls
	See Suzanne Girsch for more information
· September 19 at 1 pm – Rebecca Circle meets at Grace in Fellowship Hall
· September 30th – Octoberfest from 5 – 9 pm at Grace 
	Please contact George Theros if you can help; sign up sheets to come soon
· October 6 & 7th – Fall Rummage Sale
	Start saving items for the sale (please do not bring to church until that week)
· November 10th – Life Line Screening at Grace
· December 16th -  Christmas Walk and Cookie Exchange at Grace – contact Candice 
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GETTING TO KNOW
Danny Lenart
Hi, I’m Danny Lenart, and I have lived kiddy-corner across the back yard from Grace Lutheran since June 2018. Nancy Corbige had become a member a few years back, and I’ve started joining her at church more regularly in the last year.
The religion I was given while I was growing up was Roman Catholic, but I have not practiced it regularly through my adult life.
Now that I’m in a new stage in my life, I’m beginning to see what it means to have a sense of community and God and Jesus’ love.
A little about me: I am a union pipefitter-welder by trade and often do maintenance on the nuclear power plants. My father was also a pipefitter. I was adopted as a baby by my mother and father. My mother lives with my step-father in Sarasota, Florida, and my father has since passed. I have a sister who lives with her husband and son in Northern California.
From 1986-1990, I was in active duty (inactive reserves 1990-1994) in the US Navy on the first nuclear-powered warship in the world called the USS Long Beach CG9. It has now been decommissioned, but I continue to wear my hat as I am proud to have been in service with her. I was a Mess Management Specialist (cook). Those cooking skills still come in handy today as I also assist the Maple Park American Legion with their fish fry Fridays.
On September 3rd, I will be doing a full-immersion baptism here at Grace Lutheran. It is not something they do often, for grown-ups or full-immersion, but they have been so warm and welcoming to me, and our new Pastor David was on board and has been fully supportive as I start a new spiritual journey in my life. Thank you to my new church family for welcoming me, and I look forward to being an active member of the church.
Welcome to Grace!



	Why Middle-Aged Americans Aren’t Going Back to Church

Americans in their 40s and 50s often identify with a religion, but they’re also in the thick of raising kids, caring for aging parents and juggling demanding jobs Church attendance for Gen Xers has dropped off more dramatically than other age groups. Americans in their 40s and 50s often identify with a religion, but they’re also in the thick of raising kids, caring for aging parents and juggling demanding jobs that spill into the weekend. During the pandemic, many got out of the habit of going regularly to religious services and didn’t resume. Some had been drifting away before or became disillusioned by church scandals or positions on social issues in recent years. The percentage of people ages 39 to 57 who attended a worship service during the week, either in person or online, fell to 28% in 2023, down from 41% in 2020, according to a survey this year. This was the largest percentage-point drop of all age groups examined in the survey of 2,000 adults conducted by the Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian University. Marlon Eddins, 45 years old, who lives in Memphis, Tenn., and works in the automotive industry, attends church about half as often as he did before the pandemic. “I got into the habit of not going,” says the father of a 25- and 19-year-old. “I go to church, but not as often as I probably should.” He and his family changed churches and now attend a nondenominational church, rather than the Baptist church of his youth. “There’s a different vibe and a culture shift,” he says, adding that he retains his core Baptist beliefs. “When you got faith, you got faith. I just don’t think going every
Continued on next page
 Sunday makes you who you are.” The percentage of Gen Xers who worship weekly is now as low as millennials, according to the Cultural Research Center survey. Baby boomers and people ages 77 and older had the highest attendance rates, at 38% and 53% respectively. “No generation endured greater spiritual turbulence than Gen X during the pandemic,” says George Barna, director of research at the Cultural Research Center, which also found drops in other religious practices and beliefs among Gen Xers. Church attendance levels have been declining for decades across generations, with less than half of U.S. adults belonging to houses of worship in 2020, compared with 70% in 1999, according to Gallup. The drop-off for those in their 40s and 50s has been building, says Josh Packard, a 45-year-old sociologist of religion, who has researched changing forms of religious expression. Parents often attend church or temples to get their kids through certain religious milestones, including confirmation and bat mitzvahs, Packard says. “Then, after that, it starts to wane more every year,” he says. Trisha Taylor, 59, an ordained minister and church consultant in Houston, said people in their 40s and 50s often grew up in one church and never questioned going until the pandemic, which gave them time to examine their beliefs and practices. Some are disenchanted by polarization within churches and positions over many issues, including gay rights, which may affect their children. John Newman, 41, no longer attends or donates to church, but will still respond “Catholic” on a survey and supports Catholic schools and their sports programs. Newman, who went to Catholic schools, stopped going to church in his 30s, when he says that a new priest marginalized people who were gay, living out of wedlock or divorced. “I’m not interested in hearing those sermons,” says Newman, who lives in the Chicago area. Some people who study religion liken the drop-off in attendance and involvement to the workplace phenomenon called quiet quitting. While average attendance, including online, has rebounded from the pandemic in many congregations, deeper participation is still lagging, says David Brubaker, a professor at Eastern Mennonite University and organizational consultant. Volunteering fell to about 20% of church membership in March 2022 from about 40% in early 2020, according to the Hartford Institute for Religion Research. “Congregants may show up on a Saturday or Sunday but are less apt to jump in and help,” he says, adding that members will stay and engage if they find meaning and connection. Church attendance levels have been declining for decades across generations, with less than half of U.S. adults belonging to houses of worship in 2020, compared with 70% in 1999, according to Gallup. Photo: iStock People remain on membership rolls, but stop volunteering, says Packard. In many cases, they continue making donations until their credit card expires. If asked, they continue to describe themselves as Protestant, Jewish or another denomination. “It’s not like they are walking away, saying, ‘I’m now an atheist and don’t believe,’” he says. “They still believe in a God and live life with purpose but are done with the institutional church.” Ginger Harris, 51, a nonprofit executive and former Southern Baptist missionary, stopped attending her Southern Baptist church over changes including restrictions on women ministers. She’s not sure she would have been able to leave a church, where she was actively involved, hosting Bible study groups in her home, at a younger age. “I was at a place of maturity and was able to let go of that rigidness,” says Harris, who now attends weekly Zoom services from an Episcopal church and gatherings in the home of a local progressive Baptist pastor. Many Gen Xers say going to church remains a priority. Jeannetta McElroy, 44, attends services regularly at a 
nondenominational church in Chicago. “It’s like my family,” says McElroy, whose two sons, 24 and 17, often join her. 
McElroy returned to in-person services in January and before then had been participating online. She feels it’s important to be there in person, but she has noticed some friends her age going less often. “Their lives are just busy with jobs and kids,” says McElroy. Nicole Nuehring, 44, of Utah, sees many Latter-day Saint friends stepping away, which she attributes to disillusionment over scandals that they read about on social media and time away from church services during the pandemic to question why they were going in the first place. “It was easier to quiet-quit,” says Nuehring, who doesn’t attend church and didn’t as a child. Many of her peers are exhausted from hectic work and family lives, she says. 

While older generations also went through demanding stages of life, they remained more involved in their churches. “Church was an anchor, where it’s not anymore,” she says
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Description automatically generated]LINE DANCING STARTS AGAIN SEPTEMBER 13TH
Every Wednesday from 6 – 7 pm
Beginners to advanced welcome. Free will donation welcomed.  100% of the donations go to Grace Lutheran Church to continue spreading God’s love and loving one another!  Benefits: Lifts your spirit, exercise (lost lbs?), good for muscle memory, socialization and fun!  Dancers and Spectators welcome.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Please join us on Tuesday, Sept. 19th at 1pm for the Sept. meeting of the Rebecca Circle.  Our hostesses are Nancy Corbige and Kay Kinsel.  We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Don't forget that we are collecting food for the Elburn Food Pantry each month – especially needed are toilet paper and paper towels and large cans of soup (like Progresso size but no Cream soups).  




	          

GRACE ROADRUNNERS

Registration is still open for the Grace Roadrunners trip to Niagara Falls, September 18-23.  Some places and sights we’ll be exploring are Notre Dame, RV/MH Museum, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and many sites around Niagara Falls including Niagara on the Lake and Old Fort Niagara.  As we head back home we’ll see a Jaws with Paws demonstration and Rutherford B. Hayes’ home.  This trip will cost $1100-$1300 per person based on double occupancy and how many people sign up.  A deposit of $500 holds your place with the balance due August 1st.  The first 40 registrations are guaranteed a spot and then a wait list will be started.  Registration forms will be in the Roadrunner mailbox in the church office.  Contact Suzanne Girsch if you have questions.
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FAMILY FEST

         Join us for food, family, friends & fun!
September 30th from 5-9PM
Open to the public 
where
Grace Lutheran Church
5N600 Hanson Road
Lily Lake, IL 60175
Free will donation with half of all proceeds to benefit Hesed House
Lots of food
Pulled Pork - Reams Brats – Beef Hot Dogs – Fall Side Dishes – Soft Drinks – Cider – Deserts
Inflatables for Children – Games
Hay Rides
Bonfire with S’mores

[image: Image result for harvest fest]Help us put the FUN in FEST!


Sign up sheets for helpers and food in gathering room!





	
NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for additional window work.  We have several windows that need help.  Thank you.





	
COVID 19, FLU AND RSV SAFETY PROTOCOLS
We follow the recommendations of the CDC, ELCA and IL Department of Health.  
If you wish to mask and social distance, please do so.  Please do not come to church if
 have symptoms of illness.  If you do not feel comfortable worshipping with others, we invite 
you to join us for worship via our website.




	
CONTACTS:
For emergencies please contact Marty Bradley, President, at 640-777-1074 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.
For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	
Information for the October newsletter will be due by September 25th – please send it to Marty Bradley at martybradley@mchsi.com.    Thank you!
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3 – 13 YEAR OLDS
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