Joyful Fellowship with the Father and the Son
1 John 1:5-2:2
Today is Father’s Day! A day we honor our earthly fathers for their faithful love, godly leadership, and provision for their families. While many of you were blessed with a loving father, others struggle with the concept of a loving father due to the brokenness and ruin sin has left upon the world. 
Some have a hard time embracing the love of a good and perfect heavenly Father, because they have been abused, hurt, or neglected by an earthly father.  Please, do not allow the imperfections of your earthly father to tarnish your image of a perfect, loving heavenly Father!
John, the beloved apostle, wants us to know that we belong to God and to enjoy our fellowship with Him! Full assurance brings full joy. (4)
· The revelation of God’s Nature. (5) John opens this epistle with a clear but bold declaration of the nature of God. The character and nature of God is fundamental for our understanding of how we can have fellowship with Him.
The simple declaration, “God is light,” is the Biblical revelation of God’s essence. Verse 5 contains a positive and a contrasting negative.
· God is light. This speaks of the absolute holiness of God. 
· In Him is no darkness at all. This speaks of the absolute fullness of God’s holiness. 

· The reality of man’s sin. (6, 8, 10) Simply stated: God is holy, but we are not. 
Our sin is our greatest problem! God being holy, only serves to magnify our problem.
Two false narratives: 
1. Christians do not sin. (8 & 10)
2. Christians should not be concerned about our sin. (6 and Romans 6:1)
Why should believers be concerned about how we live? 
· Because sin robs us of the joy of intimate fellowship with God. 
· Because habitual, unrepentant sin brings chastening from God.
· Because sin damages our testimony for God.
· Because sin dishonors God and grieves the Holy Spirit.

· The remedy for our sin problem. What is the remedy for man’s greatest problem? Jesus! All our hope of being forgiven rests upon the work of Christ alone.
When we sin, and we will, we can choose either to conceal or confess!
Conceal (try to cover-up our sin) or confess and forsake (agree with God and turn away). 
Our forgiveness is promised by God (9) and purchased by Christ (7) and provides all that we need to be right with God the Father. (2:1-3)
Application: Are you in joyous fellowship with God the Father? Is there unrepentant sin keeping you from having joy? Will you conceal your sin, or will you confess it? 
