Blessed Assurance – An Introduction to First John
This morning, we will take an overview of the letter of first John. This will be our series for the summer and into the fall of 2024. This will serve us well since we have been in John’s gospel for the last 18 months. We will find characteristics very common between these two books.
· The author of First John. Most conservative scholars agree that the author of the Gospel of John, the three Epistles, and the Revelation are all written by the Apostle John. 

· The audience of First John. This First Epistle of John is one of the most beloved of all the general epistles. There are seven general epistles grouped together near the end of the New Testament, not because they are of lesser importance, but because they do not address a particular audience, unlike the writings of the apostle Paul, whose letters were addressed to specific individuals or audiences.
The general epistles include Hebrews; James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2, and 3 John; and Jude.
· The prologue of First John. (1:1-4) Much like the opening of the Gospel of John, the prologue in this first letter of John contains many of the themes which will be addressed within the letter. Among them are these three:
· The significance of eye-witness testimony. (4:14)
· The importance of the earthly ministry of Jesus. (4:2, 5:6)
· The gift of eternal life bringing fellowship with God: Father and Son. (5:20)

· The writing style and similar content of First John. The style and vocabulary of John’s Gospel and 1 John are so similar that a common author is extremely likely. 
This is particularly evident in the opening verses of the respective writings, but the language of the Gospel echoes across the whole epistle. 
For example, only verb forms of “believe” occur (about a hundred times) in John’s Gospel; the noun “faith” never appears. First John follows suit with nine occurrences of a verb form of “believe” and just one use of the word “faith” (1 John 5:4). 
Second, major themes and emphases of the writings overlap. These include Christ’s simultaneous full humanity and divinity, the close relationship between believing (faith, doctrine) and obeying God’s commandments (ethics), and the primacy of love as marking authentic knowledge of the true God through trust in his Son.
· The character of God revealed. The letter reveals God’s nature by focusing his readers upon two primary attributes: God is Light! God is Love!
(1 John 1:5; 1 John 4:7-11; 1 John 4:19-20)
· The conclusion of the whole matter. If God is Light (holy) and we are sinful; how can we have fellowship together? It is because God is also Love. He provided His Son as a propitiation for our sin! 
Application: The blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin.
When we sin, the blood of Christ stands for us, and the Son of God is our advocate, mediator, and propitiation!

