Well, What Do You Know?
 1 John 5:18-21
After spending these past few months walking through the epistle of 1 John, I feel as though we should “know” some things with confidence. This is a major purpose of John’s writing, our assurance.
As John closes his letter, he returns to this subject of assurance by reminding his readers of some things that they can know. Verses 18-20, all begin with the phrase, “We know that” (twice in verse 20).
So, what do we know?
· The child of God does not                                       sin.  (18a) As we have seen in John’s previous passages, the child of God can and will sin. (1 John 1:8-10) 
Sin in the life of the believer is a constant, daily struggle. However, when we sin, “we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
Illustration: Remember Spurgeon’s illustration between the nature of a pig and a sheep. A sheep may fall into the mud, but he doesn’t enjoy it!
· The child of God                                                by the power of Christ. (18b) Our confidence is anchored in the work and Person of Christ. There are some grammatical difficulties with the last part of verse 18. Notice the two translations:
“but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not”. (KJV)
“but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him” (NASB)
Note: the issue is related to “he or He” and “himself or him.” 
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While it is true that we have responsibility to guard our hearts and keep ourselves from sin; our ultimate assurance is that the “One begotten by God” (namely Jesus) guarantees our final outcome. 
· The child of God has been                                         by Christ; we belong to God. (19) John wants his readers to know that they do not belong to the world; the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the w but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 
· The child of God is                                                     of the truth of Christ. (20) The Spirit of God has revealed the truth to us, and we can have confidence that we know the truth, for Jesus is the Truth. (Luke 10:21-24) 
Wow! What a blessing to know the truth of Who Jesus is! He is the One True God!
Closing warning: 
· The child of God must guard himself from idols. (21) If there is the True God then there will also be false gods.
Idolatry is not a far eastern reality or an ancient practice; it is an ever-present threat.
Application: How does “what” you know impact “how” you live?
How does living with confidence and assurance impact our relationship with others?
If we know the truth and live in the truth, we bring glory to God.
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