Truth and Love: Walking in Balance
 2 John
This is the second shortest book in the New Testament, surpassed in brevity only by its companion 3 John (2 John contains 245 words in the original language, and 3 John contains 219 words). It was likely written sometime around the late 80’s – 90 A.D. 
Author: Ancient manuscripts uniformly identify this as a “second letter by John.” 
Recipient:  John writes to “the elect lady.” 
Who is this elect lady?
· A                                         name. The term is Kyria in the Greek, a term which can be a female proper name. 
· A                                                church. “Elect lady” more likely refers to a congregation than to an individual.
Note: Regardless of whether it’s addressed to a woman and her children or to a house church, the commands and instructions are for the church in every generation.
· Truth and Love must be kept in                                         . Another piece of evidence that this is the Apostle John’s writing, is his repetition of the words, truth and love. These are certainly in keeping with John’s vocabulary. Truth is used 5 times in 4 verses and love is used 4 times in 6 verses.
Illustration: Old school, see-saw or teeter-totter. All love and no truth leads to liberalism, while all truth and no love leads to legalism. Both are deadly to the church’s expression of the gospel. 
·                                known is best expressed in love. (1-3)  John’s affections were stirred as he thought about these believers knowing the truth. Truth can be known! We reject any notion that objective truth does not exist or is unknowable! 
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In his book, Truth Wars, written in 2007, John MacArthur defined truth this way: “Truth is that which is consistent with the mind, will, character, glory, and being of God. Even more to the point: Truth is the self-expression of God. That is the biblical meaning of truth.” Because the definition of truth flows from God, truth is theological. 
We know the truth, but we must not become boastful or arrogant; we must live truth in love!
·                               is best expressed by walking in truth. (4-6) John’s affections were stirred not because these believers knew truth, but because they were walking in truth, evidenced by their keeping God’s commandments.  (The word commandment(s) is used 4 times in verses 4-6.)
If we truly believe something to be true, we will act accordingly. It is not truly loving to affirm behavior that is in violation of God’s Word and design for human flourishing.
· Both truth and love can be                                             . (7-13) John gives a final warning concerning false teachers and those that would pervert the truth of the Gospel. In verse 7, John uses the word “antichrist,” a common term used by John.
· We must                                        deception. (7)
· We must                              the influence of deception. (8)
· We must                               the deceivers. (9-11)
Application:
Are you a truth seeker? Don’t believe the lie that truth is unknowable!
Are you expressing truth in love? Don’t become cold and calloused in your knowledge.
Rejoice when you witness expressions of truth and love! Jesus did it perfectly!
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