Three 2,000-Year-Old Church Members
3 John
3 John gives us an insight into the life and ministry of a local congregation, especially the three individuals addressed by John. While there are many differences between 2 John and 3 John, there are also great similarities between them. The same author (the “elder” is John the Apostle) wrote a short letter with an anticipation of making a personal visit later to both. “Walking in truth” is also a common theme, along with Christian hospitality. 
Let’s examine the reputations of these three church members: 
· The reputation of                                  Gaius. (1-8) The letter is addressed to an individual by the name of Gaius. While there are several Gaius’ named in the New Testament, several associated with Paul (Gaius in Corinth - Romans 16:23; Gaius in Macedonia - Acts 19:29; and Gaius in Derbe - Acts 20:4), there is no substantial evidence that any of them are this Gaius.
Gaius was a leader in the church and greatly loved by John! Gaius was a source of great love and joy to John. Notice the repetition of the term, “beloved” (1,2,5) and the use of “joy” in verse 4.  
Note: So many of you, members of my faith family, are a source of great love and joy to my heart!
· John loved that Gaius was walking in truth. (1 & 3)
· John was praying for Gaius to prosper physically and spiritually. (2)
· John commended Gaius for his generosity to strangers. (4-8)

· The reputation of                                           Diotrephes. (9-11) Cantankerous is an old-fashioned word which means, “stubbornly obstructive and unwilling to cooperate, difficult or irritating to deal with or obstinate.” Know anybody like that? Lol
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Diotrephes is an excellent example of a bad leader! He was arrogant and puffed up; he was abusive and manipulating to others; he was contentious and abusive. He was a pain!
In one single verse, verse 10:
· He opposed the Apostle John, speaking evil words.
· He refused to receive the faithful ministers sent to them.
· He kicked those out of the church who showed charity to these ministers.
Diotrephes is one bad character. John warns the church in verse 11, do not imitate what is evil but imitate what is good. The reputation of Diotrephes is a reproach to the cause of Christ. May it never be true of us!
· The reputation of                                    Demetrius. (12) Demetrius is one of those rock-solid, faithful, consistent, dependable church members. He only gets one verse in the book, but everything about that verse is good!
In every church, praise God, there are those who are not seeking the limelight or the glory; they do not need to be recognized and praised; they are simply serving the Lord faithfully behind the scenes. 
Thank you! To every BBC member who just faithfully, week after week, shows up ready to serve.  
Question: What kind of church would my church be if every member was just like me? 
Would BBC be a praying church? Would BBC be an evangelistic church? Would BBC be a friendly church? Would BBC have a Sunday night service? Or a Wednesday night? Would BBC be a missions focused church? BBC will only be as engaged and faithful as its members are.
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