Praying for Others
1 John 5:14-17
John continues his encouragement concerning the Christian and his prayer life with an emphasis upon praying for others (especially those that are straying from the faith). Before we unpack the specifics in our text, I would like to take a moment and define biblically the subject of intercessory prayer. 
What Is                                     Prayer? Intercessory prayer is essentially lifting up the needs and concerns of others to God. And it is one of the truest expressions of selfless love. The Merriam Webster definition of intercession reads, “prayer, petition, or entreaty in favor of another.” The root word is intercede, which means to mediate between parties.
Question: Since God is sovereign, why do we really need to intercede for others? Some people who embrace the sovereignty of God in all things, lose sight of the means whereby God’s decreed plan and purposes are fulfilled. They can become, “whatever will be will be” kind of people. 
· We pray for others because God                              us to do so. 
Sinclair Ferguson, “One purpose is obedience to God, because in so many different places we are urged to pray, and we are urged to pray without ceasing. So even if we were not able to explain why we should pray, we should pray because God has commanded us. That’s a sufficient answer.”
· We pray because much of God’s decreed will takes place through                                 causation. God has chosen to involve the obedient, faithful prayer warrior in the means whereby His purposes will be accomplished.  (Romans 10:14)
Intercessory prayer is a Biblical practice that should be a part of our Spiritual                                     . Note the following examples of intercessory prayer in the Bible:
Abraham – Genesis 18; Moses – Exodus 32; Samuel – 1 Samuel 12:23; Paul – Romans 9; and Jesus – John 17
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                 should we pray for?   (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
The unsaved. (Romans 10:1)
The sick. (James 5:16)
The sinning brother or sister. (1 John 5:16-17)
What is John                                us in these verses? Often, we get so distracted by the difficulty of these verses that we miss the main teaching. We want to know, “what is the sin unto death,” more than being encouraged by reality that our prayers for a straying brother can bring about restoration!
We should be concerned about the spiritual welfare of our fellow brothers and sisters. We are commanded to pray for a straying believer.
Firsthand knowledge, not rumor. 
He shall ask God, not tell everyone else. 
It’s not a sin leading to death. 
God will give life to him.
(1)   Blaspheming the Holy Spirit. (Matt 12:31-32; Luke 12:10)
(2)   Final rejection of the gospel of Christ. (Prov 29:1; Gen 6:3; John    12:38-40)
(3)   The unrepentant believer sinning to the point of death (1 John 5:16; 1 Cor 5:5; 1 Cor 11:30)
Application: Pray for others! It is possible that God will use your prayers to turn the heart of the sinning believer back to God in repentance and faith. 
Pray for others now! Let us not wait until the sin has taken such a hold and become such a practice, that they are in danger of the divine judgment of losing their lives.
Remember all sin is serious! (18) We must confess our sin daily and receive the cleansing available through the blood of Christ. 
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