Portrait of Divine Providence: From the Pit to the Palace
“A God of Dreams and Destiny” – Genesis 37:1-11
There are few lives in the Bible that demonstrate the mighty sovereignty and providence of God as does the life of Joseph. In all the trials that Joseph endured, God was actively engaged, moving Joseph from the pit to the palace.
We will seek to set the story of Joseph in the “big picture” of God’s redeeming work through Christ, while not ignoring that there is certainly much personal application that can be made from Joseph and his brothers. 
•	Providence: God at _____________ bringing His plans and purposes to fruition. Providence is not simply God seeing beforehand or knowing beforehand; He ordains all things.
Is the universe a closed system? Both science and popular culture largely assume the universe exists “in a box” and is not subject to influence from something or someone outside of this box. Happenings within it result from chains of cause and effect that are ultimately initiated by spontaneous events within the box. 
But is that true? No. Joseph’s life is among the clearest examples of how God providentially works out His plan in history, and it provides us with a good opportunity to examine the doctrine of providence more carefully.
In his classic work, The Mystery of Providence, the Puritan, John Flavel, states, “It is the duty of the saints, especially in times of straits, to reflect upon the performances of Providence for them in all the states and through all the stages in their lives.”
•	A preview of Divine providence revealed in ______________.  (Genesis 37: 1-11) In these verses we meet Joseph. He is 17 years old. Joseph is the son of Rachel (Gen. 35:24), Jacob’s first love. Joseph was not in the lineage of the coming Messiah - that would be Judah - but Joseph would be Israel’s deliverer and would foreshadow the coming greater Deliverer, Jesus. 
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· He is loved by His father. (Gen. 37:3) 
· He is hated by his brothers. (Gen. 37:4, 5, 8, 11, 18 & 24-25)
God’s providence is often best seen in the rear-view mirror, but sometimes God reveals His plan in mysterious ways. 
· A dream of sheaves bowing down. (37:5-8) 
· A dream of the sun, moon, and 11 stars bowing down. (37:9-11)
What do we know about God and providence? God is at work. God ordains all things for His glory and our good. (Rom 8:28  “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”) God’s ways are often mysterious and beyond our comprehension. (Rom 11:33  “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways.”) 
Question: Does God speak through dreams? Did God? Yes. Can God? Yes. Is it the normal means whereby God reveals himself? No. (Even when dreams are given by God, they are never contrary to Holy Scripture.)
Heb 1:1-2 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”
Thoughts to ponder: An all-powerful, good God is working in the world. Rest in God.
The sin of Adam is deep within all of his descendants. Flee to Jesus. 
Even the hatred and wickedness of man cannot thwart the purposes of God. Trust in God not man.
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