Elijah and the Power of the Resurrection
1 Kings 17:17-24
In the three weeks that we have been in this series, we have read of the prophet’s boldness in speaking judgment upon King Ahab, causing the heavens to be shut up. We have seen the Lord hide His servant, protecting him from harm. We have seen the Lord provide for His servant in miraculous ways (commanding ravens to feed him and then causing barrels of flour and oil to be replenished). Today we will learn of God’s resurrection power!
· The                             of the widow’s son (17-18). We are not told how long Elijah had been staying with the widow and her son, but surely, they had become dear friends. Yet now we read of a great calamity: the widow’s son dies.
The last great enemy is death.  
Our lives are often changed in a brief, unexpected moment! 
Note: In grief we often look for someone to blame. 
· The                                      of a perplexed prophet (19-21). The text indicates that even the prophet was troubled by the death of the child. The ways of the Lord are past knowing.
While Elijah may have been confused by this sudden crisis, he knew where to go for help. 
We might wonder why such a mighty prophet as Elijah is seemingly left out of the Hebrews 11 hall of faith. I would argue he is not left out, only unnamed, Hebrews 11:35.
Crisis can often bring us doubt and confusion, but prayer is always the best remedy. 
· The                              of a death defeating God (22-23). This is the first recorded instance of a physical resurrection in the Bible. The Christian faith is anchored in the belief of the resurrection. 
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Abraham (Heb. 11:19); Job (Job 19:23-27); Daniel (Daniel 12:2); Isaiah 26:19.
Elijah was a great prophet, but a greater than Elijah has come! Jesus not only performed the miracle of resurrection, He Himself is the Resurrection and the Life.
· The                                    of the resurrection confirms the prophet. (14) Seeing the dead live again is a powerful witness to the power of God. It’s difficult to deny such a miracle.
The widow of Zarephath declared, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.” 
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the validation that He is the Son of God with power over death! Doubting Thomas saw the resurrected Jesus and cried out, “my Lord and my God!”
Application: Physical death is inevitable.
Eternal life is available.
Jesus is the only way to receive eternal life!
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