The True Christian’s Growth and Development
2 Peter 1:1-11
This second epistle of Peter sounds a strong warning against the false teachers and false teachings of the day, but before he warns his readers about the false, Peter describes the characteristics of the true Christian. 
Note: One characteristic of all living things is growth and development. This is true of Christians as well. Peter is urging his listeners to apply all diligence to those things necessary for their spiritual growth and development. 
Peter also wrote of this in his first letter. (1 Peter 2:1) 
· The Christian life is a gift received from God. (1:1) The Christian experience does not begin with us trying harder or doing better, it begins with us receiving a faith and a righteousness that we did not possess. 

· The Christian’s growth and development is granted by the divine power. (1:3) Peter is very clear that God is the source of everything we need for life and godliness. God richly supplies us with His divine resources. 
Note: Knowing and growing go hand-in-hand! The words know or knowledge are used 13 times in 2 Peter. This does not simply mean mere intellectual understanding; it may include that, but it means a living participation, a personal interaction with the truth. (John 17:3)
· The Christian’s growth and development is guaranteed by divine promises. (1:4) Peter uses the word granted again. This time Peter refers to our being granted precious and magnificent promises! These precious and magnificent promises work to make us partakers of the divine nature.
Note: Nature, in this context, refers to the characteristics and attributes which distinguishes one person/creature from another. We share in the divine nature, while still struggling with the Adam nature. Here is the struggle!
· The Christian’s growth and development involves diligence on our part. (1:5-7) Lest we think we just “let go and let God” do it all, Peter reminds us that we participate in the process of sanctification. Spiritual disciplines are essential to our growth and development.
Adding these godly virtues and characteristics aid our growth and development. 
· The Christian’s growth and development brings usefulness and fruitfulness. (1:8-9) Growth is a sign of life, and fruitfulness a sign of health! Healthy Christians bear fruit. (John 15:1-6)
Application: Make your election and calling sure! (2 Peter 1:10-11) 
