Peter Restored and Commissioned 
John 21:15-17
This scene was surely etched into Peter’s memory for the rest of his days! On the seashore that morning, Peter was gently, but firmly, reminded of his past denials; he was recommissioned concerning his role as pastor/shepherd of the Lord’s flock, and he was given a glimpse of his own future death.
This was no small thing in the life of Peter! Time when the Lord confronts us with our sin and allows us to repent and be restored is also no small thing. Some think it harsh of Jesus to remind Peter of his past failings; it was, however, the most loving thing Jesus could have done. 
Peter’s love for the Lord                                                . (15-17). Jesus gave Peter the opportunity to reaffirm his love and loyalty to him. The first question directed to Peter was, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?”
A couple of observations concerning the question: 
· Jesus uses the word “agape” in His question, Peter responds with “phileo.”
· What was Jesus referring to with the “more than these” in the question? 
Note: This was not for Jesus’ information; it was for Peter! Jesus knew the heart of Peter better than Peter did. Peter also understood that the Lord knows his heart; He knows all things!
What a comforting and challenging reality: the Lord knows our heart! 
Without love, sacrifice and service are useless and empty!                     1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
Peter’s usefulness to the Lord                                                             . (15-17) The questions from the Lord were followed by directives. Peter was 
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Peter’s usefulness to the Lord                                                             . (15-17) The questions from the Lord were followed by directives. Peter was given an imperative, a command, with each reaffirmation of his love for the Lord. 
A couple of observations concerning the Lord’s directives: 
· Jesus used two different words for sheep: “arnion (ar-nee'-on)” which speaks of young lambs (15) and “probation” (prob'-at-on) which speaks of mature sheep.
· Jesus uses two words for shepherd; “boskō,” which means to graze or feed, and “poimainō,” which speaks of caring for shepherding the sheep. 
Note: Peter is being charged with a comprehensive pastoral ministry. Peter would fulfill his duties and encourage others to do likewise. 
1 Peter 5:1-4, “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” 
Application: 
If you have failed Him, know that He is gracious and willing to forgive and restore!
Reaffirm your love for Him. Love is the only pure motive for service. If we love Him, we will serve Him!
Listen to the Lord; He has a work for you to do. Love always leads to action! Love without action is useless.
Jesus delights in restoration. Have you failed the Lord? If so, you are a prime candidate for God to use!

given an imperative, a command, with each reaffirmation of his love for the Lord. 
A couple of observations concerning the Lord’s directives: 
· Jesus used two different words for sheep: “arnion (ar-nee'-on)” which speaks of young lambs (15) and “probation” (prob'-at-on) which speaks of mature sheep.
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