A Church of True and Obedient Christians
1 John 2:3–11
 
Background Concerns
Laying a Foundation of Healthy Churches
John writes this letter so that the churches under his care would no longer sin (1 Jhn 2:1).
 
Antinomianism in the Church
Sin is lawlessness (1 Jhn 3:4). There are a few main reasons why people in churches find themselves against the Law of God:
 
1. Theological Confusion
Christians not being under the Law does not mean that Christians should no longer concern themselves with the Law of God. Instead, it means that Christians are no longer under the Law's condemnation. When we are redeemed from under the Law, we come out from under its judgement. We are freed, not to live as we want, but to obey (Rom 3:31).
 
1. Reaction Against Legalism
In Ephesians 2:8, Paul teaches that we are not saved by works (legalism). Neither does Paul erase good works from the equation (antinomianism). Rather, Paul puts good works in its proper place: We are saved by grace, through faith, and unto good works.
 
1. Unregenerate Hearts
 
 
True Christians Obey God's Law (vv. 3 - 5)
Assurance by Keeping God's Commands (v. 3)
 
To Know God is to Obey God (v. 4)
"Doctrine is not an affair of the tongue, but of the life; is not apprehended by the intellect and memory merely, like other branches of learning; but is received only when it possesses the whole soul, and finds its seat and habitation in the inmost recesses of the heart. Let them, therefore, either cease to insult God, by boasting that they are what they are not, or let them show themselves not unworthy disciples of their divine Master."
-John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 3.17.4
 
 
To Love God is to Obey God (v. 5)
The three faculties of the soul are the mind, the affections, and the will. With these we know, love, and obey, respectively. When we know God more, our love for God increases, and with that the desire to keep His commands.
 
 
True Christians Abide in Jesus (v. 6)
The Abiding Apostle (Jhn 21:22)
 
"Abide" in the Theology of Salvation (Jhn 15:1-17)
John's lesson to the churches he oversees in 1 John comes straight from Jesus' lesson to His disciples in the Upper Room Discourse:
1. Jesus abided in the Father's love and therefore kept His commands (Jhn 15:10)
1. The Spirit unites dead men to Jesus, whose life they now receive (Jhn 15:4-5)
1. Christians are those who have been saved for obedience (Jhn 15:16-17)
 
 
True Christians Love the Brethren (vv. 7 - 11)
An Old Command (v. 7)
The command to love has always been there: it is the second table of the Law. 
 
A New Command (v. 8)
John is referring to the command of love (Jhn 13:34). As God does not change, his Law does not change. However, our position to the Law changes. Once we could not obey the command of love; now we can if we are true Christians.
 
Abiding in Love (vv. 9-11)

