Our Spiritual Birth Mark
I John 3:11-18
One of the highest of all Christian virtues is love. John spends a great deal of time reminding us that love is the evidence that we have been born again and are the children of God. Love is perhaps one of the most defined words in 1 John.  (Love is used six times in these eight verses, contrasted with hate which is used two times.)
(1 John 2:5, 2:15, 3:23, 4:7, 4:8-12, 4:16, 4:19-21, and 5:2)
1. The                                        mark of the children of God (I John 3:11 and 14). Jesus said, "By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, because you have love one for another" (John 13:35). 
Here in these two verses, we are given the command to love and the capacity to love. God never commands us to do anything that He doesn’t also enable us to do. With every command, God gives us the ability.
What are your distinguishing marks? The believer is marked by many things: conversation; character; conduct; commitment; but none greater than his compassion! 
2. The                                  marks of the children of the devil (I John 3:12-15 and 17). John teaches us what true Christian love is by giving a couple of illustrations of what it is not! Often, we can learn what something is by seeing the opposite in action. John is now declaring the obvious difference between the children of God and the children of the devil (1 John 3:10). 
•	Malice or hatred: In the life of the Christian there is no room for these two attitudes (I John 3:15 and 4:20-21). John gives us an example of what hatred will produce in the story of Cain and Abel. Cain cared only for himself, his reputation, his honor. Cain did not love his brother (Genesis 4:1-8).
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•	Malice or hatred: In the life of the Christian there is no room for these two attitudes (I John 3:15 and 4:20-21). John gives us an example of what hatred will produce in the story of Cain and Abel. Cain cared only for himself, his reputation, his honor. Cain did not love his brother (Genesis 4:1-8).
•	Indifference: John also gives us the negative attitude of indifference (verse 17). We are never indifferent toward those whom we love! 
How do you feel when you see a needy person? Three things needed: (1) Resources:  Do you have the means to help? (2) Knowledge: Are you aware of the need? (3) Compassion: Are you loving enough to share? It is easy to become hardened and callous.
Example: Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37 
3. The                                         Model of Christian love (I John 3:16 and John 3:16). The greatest expression of love ever demonstrated was demonstrated by Jesus as He laid down his life for us. "Calvary is the place where God's love met man's need." 

Application: Love is an action verb! (verse 18) True Christian love is always put into action. Let us love in deed and in truth (James 2:15-17).
What distinguishing marks do you manifest? Are you practicing love and compassion or malice and indifference?
A grumpy, hateful, selfish Christian is a living, breathing contradiction!
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