Gifts from the Father 
I John 3:1-3
John begins chapter three with an affirmation of our position as the children of God. He specifically mentions some gifts that the "Father has bestowed (given or presented with) upon us.”  John shares with us three gifts that God has given to every believer.

1. The gift of His                                  love (I John 3:1). The KJV, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us.”
The word John uses, translated “how great” (NASB) and “what manner of” (KJV) is an adjective used as an interrogative/question. Here is an example of it being used this way: Mark 4:39-41.
This refers to an indescribable, one-of-a-kind, other worldly, love! 
•	God's love is an                                       love. 
•	God's love is an                                  love. 
•	God’s love is a                                    love. 

2. The gift of a                                 in His family (I John 3:1-2a). We are not waiting to become the children of God; we are already God's children (Rom. 8:15 & John 1:12).
God’s children are “called by His                         ”; and God’s children “reflect His                                        .”
While everyone is made in the image of God, not everyone is a child of God - only those that have been born-again by the Spirit of God.  
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The liberal view of universalism, "everyone is God's child," is not true!
•	The Father is                                  for His children. 
•	The children are                               upon the Father.
•	This relationship will never change. How can you be un-born?

3. The gift of a                                       future (I John 3:2b-3 and  I Peter 1:3-5). Hope is the strength that makes life bearable. Our hope is anchored in the person of Christ!
•	He shall appear. Our hope is the coming of Christ.
•	When He comes, we shall see Him as He is. 
•	We shall be made like Him (a glorified body) (Phil. 3:20-21).

Application: What is necessary for you to receive these gifts? Three things are necessary for a gift exchange to take place:
•	A giver: God desires to give you these gifts.
•	A gift: “The gift of God is eternal life” (Rom. 6:23).
•	A receiver: you must personally, individually receive the gift. You must receive it by faith!
Have you placed your faith in the person of Christ? Today is the day of salvation!
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