Sin, the Savior, and the Saints
I John 3:4-10
This morning, we come to one of the most misunderstood passages in John’s epistle. In this passage, John describes the reality of the struggle for everyone born of God. It is the struggle with our “old” sin nature and our “new” redeemed nature. This is the experience of every believer this side of heaven!
Example: In Romans 7:14-25, Paul describes the “civil war” raging within himself.    
Some people struggle with this passage and conclude that the Bible is declaring some type of "sinless perfection." Is that what John intended to teach? 
Let us consider this passage by focusing upon three key realities in this text:
1. The                                          of sin (I John 3:4). Here we are given a simple and concise definition of sin. John describes sin as lawlessness (NASB) and a transgression of the Law (KJV). 
To transgress is to step over the line or boundary and violate God's commands.  
Example: (Genesis 2:16-17) 
Sin is to choose our will over God's will. How much of the Law must we keep in order to not be a transgressor of the Law? James 2:8-11 
Sin is a many-headed monster that one definition cannot adequately define!  
As Spurgeon said, “A little thorn may cause much suffering. A little cloud may hide the sun. Little foxes spoil the vines; and little sins do mischief to the tender heart” (Morning and Evening, Morning, May 30).
2. The                                        of the Savior (I John 3:5 and 8b). John makes it very clear that Christ came into this world to deal 
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2. The                                        of the Savior (I John 3:5 and 8b). John makes it very clear that Christ came into this world to deal with the sin problem. Only Christ can take away our sin, for He is the only one without sin. 
(Col. 2:13-15, John 1:29, and Hebrews 9:26) 
3. The                                   of the saints (I John 3:6-10). While some translations make these verses difficult to understand, most modern translations seem to bring some clarity to them:
1 John 3:9, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” (KJV) 
The verb, "sin" is in the present tense and indicates a continual action. Perhaps we can better understand it by these translations: 
"Whosoever is born of God does not practice sin" - N.A.S.B.
“No one born of God makes a practice of sinning” – E.S.V.
"If you are born of God, you do not keep on sinning" - N.L.B.
“God's children cannot keep on being sinful.” – C.E.V.
The child of God does not habitually, continually practice sin. This is the emphasis that John is making. Can a child of God sin? Yes! Can He remain in sin? No! 
The prodigal may end up in the pig pen, but he will eventually return home to the father.
John also emphasizes the positive: the child of God will practice righteousness. The root will determine the fruit. If we are abiding in Christ, the True Vine, we will bear good fruit.
Application: Take seriously your personal struggle against indwelling sin!
Lean into the Savior; He alone gives us the victory. (Preach the truths of the gospel to yourself daily.)
 When we yield to sin, run to Jesus as soon as possible. 
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