The Real Battle 
1 John 4:1-6
Our world is engaged in a spiritual battle; it is the real issue of the day. But it is also the real battle of the ages. It is a battle of truth and error. The enemy may take different approaches, strategies, and schemes, but his objective is clear. In the very beginning, Satan entered into history and declared war upon God and those made in the image of God.  
From Genesis 3, we learn the subtleness and craftiness of our enemy. He began by creating doubt concerning God’s Word, which caused the woman to distort God’s Word by adding to it. Finally, the enemy simply denies God’s Word. Satan said, “You surely will not die.”
· Don’t be                                       (1). Our passage serves as a warning to us to exercise spiritual discernment and stop believing in every spirit. 
A warning against "spiritual gullibility." Christians are not to accept everything they hear as the truth. They must be good discerners of truth and error (6).
(Hebrews 5:11-14, Ephesians 4:11-15, and Philippians 1:9-11)
RC Sproul, “True discernment means not only distinguishing the right from the wrong; it means distinguishing the primary from the secondary, the essential from the indifferent, and the permanent from the transient. And, yes, it means distinguishing between the good and the better, and even between the better and the best.”
· Test the                                  (1b). To us this may sound strange, “Test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” How do we ”test the spirits”?
To test the spirits or to prove the spirits comes from the process in the ancient world to test the authenticity or to determine the strength of a metal such as gold or silver. 
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What are we seeking to know? Whether they are from God or not from God! John repeatedly uses this term, “from God” in every verse in our passage except 5. 
Behind all heresy is a spiritual force driving it. John addresses both the false prophets as well as the spirits behind them. Consider the great false religions in the world and the part that angels or angelic revelation played in the formation of their religion. Spirits are simply fallen angels used by the enemy to cause doubt and distort or even deny God’s Word.   
How do “we know” (2 & 6) that a teacher is from God or not from God (3-4)?
                                      : Is the Biblical Jesus clearly central to the message and the ministry. 
John goes to the very bedrock of our faith: Jesus! Jesus is God come in the flesh. Here we must stand; any teaching that does not affirm the incarnation and therefore the very Trinity is not from God.
                                              : Is their message appealing to the world and the flesh (5-6)? 
Does the message given motivate you to holiness and purity, or to make you comfortable in this present world?  False teachers abound who merchandise the gospel to fill their pockets, while causing people to have a false view of God. God is not a genie in a bottle or a spiritual vending machine. 
You can tell a faithful teacher by his agreement with the Bible. Check out what is being preached by the Word of God. The word canon, as in the Scriptures, means measuring reed or standard. The Bible is the standard.
How can we have this discernment? (4) In a day of so much deception, how can we know truth? Verse 4, John reminds us that we have the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will guide you into truth not error. He will never disagree with the Word for He is the Author of the Word.          
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