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God’s Perfect Love
1 John 4:14-21

In the verses we have before us this morning the word perfect or perfected occurs three times.  The word love occurs sixteen times.  So, there is no doubt that what John is talking about in these verses is the theme of perfect love.

We should keep in mind that the word perfect, or perfected in the Scriptures always means, “that which is complete.”  And so, you could take this to mean, “reaching, maturity.”  And since he’s talking to believers here, what he’s talking about is “reaching spiritual maturity.”

The way we know we have reached spiritual maturity is when biblical godly agape love is at work in our lives. John wants us to understand when you and I experience spiritual maturity then love will be demonstrated.  

Perfect Love’s Confession (Verses 14 & 15)

If the love of God abides in us, we will be testifying that to others.  We’re going to be telling them about Jesus.  The Lord Jesus Christ didn’t simply preach the love of God, but He practiced the love of God, and He proved the love of God.  



Unless we                 lost people, our verbal witness will be absolutely useless.

  

We must                                      the gospel.   And we must do that by how we live.
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Application:

Will we commit ourselves to love people as Jesus loved them?  Will you pray, “God, give me an opportunity every day just to love somebody.”  

Perfect Love’s Confidence (verses 17-19) 

John is talking about us being able to live in the present with confidence and boldness while knowing about God’s judgment in the future.


Believers don’t have to live in fear.  

	Because Jesus paid for our sins. (John 5:24)



Because of His promise to us. (verse 17, Ephesians 6:4-7, Romans 8:29-30)



Because of His passion, for us.  (verse 18)


Parting thought: 

When you leave today, leave with this one thought in your mind: God loves me.
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