Reasonable Faith that Overcomes the World
1 John 5:1-12
John has spent a great deal of time sharing with us the evidence that we have eternal life and therefore, we can have assurance. Now in this passage John affirms that we who have been born-again by the Spirit of God are indeed “overcomers” in Christ! The Christian life is not to be a life of defeat; it is a life of victory in Jesus! 
· Genuine saving faith must have Christ as its                      . (1) Faith is a much-misunderstood word in religious circles. To many people faith appears to be a “hopeful, wishful, intellectual acknowledgment of something they have no evidence to support.” Often referred to as “blind faith.”
However, John is writing about a sure and certain reality, the Person of Jesus. (1 & 5) 
· Jesus is the                     . This means Jesus is the long-awaited Jewish Messiah. All the Messianic prophecies find their fulfillment in Him.

· Jesus is the Son of                  . The long-awaited Messiah was not a mere descendant of David, He was David’s LORD. 
No mere human being can overcome the Devil, sin, and death. Throughout human history there has only been one that gained victory over the Devil and the grave. (1 Cor. 15: 50 – 57) 
· Genuine saving faith is founded upon reliable                          . (6-10) In the judicial system of the ancient world, as well as today, having credible witnesses is vitally important. 
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Examine the witnesses; they all testify that Jesus is Lord!
· 3 witnesses of Jesus’ Deity: The Spirit; the water; and the blood.
· God the Father has testified: case closed!

· Genuine saving faith results in the gift of eternal                . (4; 10-12) How do we receive the victory from an event that happened 2,000 years ago? Faith! 
Faith is the means whereby the atoning work of Christ is appropriated to the believer. Remember we have “no” righteousness, Jesus is “all” righteousness, and by faith God imputes the righteousness of Christ to our account. 
Ephesians 2:8 "For by grace through faith are you saved."
God has testified that “eternal life” is found in “His Son.” In our culture of religious pluralism and tolerance, verse 12 is a real problem. He doesn’t say those who believe in a generic god have life, but rather those who have the Son, and God has testified that Jesus is His Son!
Application: Do you have genuine, saving faith in Jesus? What is the source and foundation of that faith? Regardless of your feelings, keep focused upon the Word of God. Let God be true and every man a liar.  
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