What Can We Know About Prayer? 
1 John 5:13-15
John’s Epistle is clearly written to give the Christian confidence and assurance toward God. One of John’s most used words is the word “know,” used at least 38 times in 1 John. 
Think about what John has already declared that we can know:
· We can know that we know God. (2:3, 13-14)
· We can know that we are in God. (2:5)
· We can know the truth. (2:21)
· We can know that Jesus is righteous. (2:29)
· We can know that we will be like Jesus. (3:2)
· We can know that Jesus is sinless. (3:5)
· We can know that we’ve passed from death unto life. (3:14)
· We can know love. (3:16)
· We can know that God abides in us. (3:24)
· We can know the Spirit of God. (4:2)
· We can know that we have eternal life. (5:13)
· We can know that God hears and answers our prayers. (5:14-15)
As John gets ready to close his letter, He gives a final word concerning Christians and their prayer lives. Prayer is to the spiritual man what breathing is to the natural man.  
“Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance but laying hold of God's willingness." (George Mueller)
1. The                                  of prayer (1 John 5:13-14a). Christians should not be ashamed to call upon their Heavenly Father. Verse 13 reminds us that our relationship with Christ is sure and eternal. This is one of John’s purpose statements: ( 1 John 1:4; 2:1; 2:21; 2:26 & 5:13) 
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Our confidence in the area of prayer is due to the work of Christ. It is Christ that gives us the boldness to enter into the very throne room of God.
2. The necessary                                   of prayer (1 John 5:14b-15). Nowhere in Scripture is the Christian given a blank check. God is not obligating himself to become our “heavenly bellhop” that beckons to our every call. 
· We must ask. Perhaps our greatest sin is the unoffered prayer! 
· We must ask according to His will. 
· We must                               God’s will. 
· We must                             God’s will.
· We must                God’s will.
3. The                                              of God and our prayers (15).  John uses the word “know” twice in verse 15. We can be assured that our heavenly Father hears us when we pray, but we can also be assured that the answer will be the right answer. Father knows best!
God answers our prayers in at least four ways:
· Sometimes the answer is                             . (2 Chron 7:1)
· Sometimes the answer is                                   . (Psalm 27:14)
· Sometimes the answer is                                       . (I Kings 19::4)
· Sometimes the answer is a                         . (2 Cor. 12:7-10)
Application: How is your prayer life? Do you have a confident expectation when you pray?
Do you thank God for the way He answers your prayers? 
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