
The Love of God Compels Us
1 John 4:7-14

 Introduction: From Darkness to Light
John's Audience
John's metaphor of light teaches us that there are two kinds of people: those walking in the light and those out in the darkness. (1 Jhn 1:5-7). Those who love the brethren remain in the light (1 Jhn 2:10). Those who do not love the brethren remain in the darkness (1 Jhn 3:10).
 Applying the Text
What God would have for us to see in His Word is the love that He has for us, and to find in His love for us the motivation and direction for how to love one another.
 Loved by the Father (vv. 7 - 8)
God is the Source of Love (v. 7)
Love only has one source - God Himself. Jesus calls us away from the pools and puddles and to the fountain of love which will never run dry (Jhn 4:13-14).
 "If God gave you not only earth but heaven, that you should rule over sun, moon, and stars, and have the rule over the highest of the sons of men, it would not be enough to satisfy you, unless you had God himself."
-Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment
 God is Love (v. 8)
God does not merely possess love. God's essence is love. The love Christians experience from God is the very love the Father has for the Son (Gal 3:26). This love is:
1. Eternal
1. Sufficient 
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3. Infinite
4. Revealed
 Application: Let your love for one another be without limit.
 Redeemed by the Son (vv. 9 - 10, 14)
The Father Sent the Son (v. 9)
A divine mystery is that we may rightly say both (1) the Father has perfectly loved the Son from all eternity and (2) that it pleased Him to crush His Son on our behalf
 To Atone for the Sins of His People (v. 10)
The atonement Christ made is:
1. Penal - He was offered up to be punished (Isa 53:10).
1. Substitutionary - He was offered to be punished in our stead (Isa 53:6).
1. Global - His sacrifice purchased a people from every tribe, tongue, and nation (Rev 5:9).
 Application: Let your love for one another cost you.
 Sealed by the Spirit (v. 13)
1. The Holy Spirit is the Sign That We Belong to God
None of us has seen God, but we know that God loves us by the sign of His Spirit. All of this is a sign to us and to others that we belong to God. We are His children.
 The Holy Spirit is the Seal
The Spirit has performed an irreversible work. His seal cannot be broken.
 Conclusion: Remaining in God (vv. 12 - 14)
When you see Christians loving each other, you are witnessing the mature tree of God's love bearing fruit.
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