The Meeting! 
I John 2:28-29 

What a tremendous thought! The moment that we meet Him!! Reminds me of the song released in 1999 by the group MercyMe, “I Can Only Imagine.” Here is the Apostle John writing about that moment.  

The question is not "if" you will meet Him, but "when." Every person will one day stand before the Lord. Are you ready for that meeting?

John uses three key words in verse 28, to encourage his readers to be ready to meet the Lord.

1. The first key word is the word                           (I John 2:28). This word “abide” is one of John’s favorite words. He uses it eleven times in chapter two alone. It refers to a “close, intimate fellowship."  

Thayer’s dictionary says, “continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, to tarry, not to depart.”

Jesus’ vocabulary became John’s vocabulary (John 15:1-11). 

· We must abide in His                          (2 Timothy 2:15). We have the responsibility to study the Word, store the Word, and to share the Word.

· We must abide in the Holy                         (Ephesians 5:8). 

· We must abide in the                             (Hebrews 10:25).

2. The second key word is the word                                  (I John 2:28). Many words are used to describe Christ's second coming. This term speaks of the "suddenness" and means to "to come alongside." There may be some difference of opinion on the details, but one thing is sure - Jesus is coming again!
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	A. Jesus                                     it (John 14). 
	B. The Angels                                it (Acts 1).
	C. The Apostles                                it (I Thess. 4).
	D. The Lord's Supper                           to it (I Cor. 11).

Many people are fascinated with the second coming, but few are letting that change the way they live! 

3. The third key word is the word                                   (I John 2:28). This term means "to desire to hide."  The NASB translates it this way, “not shrink away from Him in shame.”
 
Remember the story of Adam and Eve hiding in the bushes because they were ashamed? Many Christians will experience the same feelings when the Lord returns. Many will be saved, yet ashamed before Him at His coming. 

Many will be ashamed because the Lord’s coming will catch them with: 
	
(A) Unconfessed sin in their lives
(B) Unfinished tasks 
(C) Unforgiving spirits

How will we be ushered to that meeting?  

Some by way of death (Hebrews 9:27) and many others will meet Him by way of His coming (Matt. 24:36--51).

The question is not if, but when? Are you ready? 
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