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                     Revival: The Key to God’s Blessings
                                          1 Samuel 7:1-3

Before we get into the text, we begin by asking the question: What is revival?  It’s a common word in the vocabulary of the evangelical church.  Some people when they hear the word revival think of those historical moments when the Spirit of God moved in supernatural ways.  Entire churches and communities and at times entire nations were moved and impacted by the power of the Spirit of God.  These were times when there was a mighty outpouring of the Spirit of God among the people of God.  When God moved in those revivals dramatic supernatural things happened.

Other people, when you mention the word revival, go back to their childhood.  Many of you can remember revival services when you were a child.  They were special meetings and special times for the church to get together under the preaching of the Word of God. 
Now what I want to do this morning is to take this passage which we read as the basis for our study of the subject of revival.  But before we look at this passage, I want us to look at three other references to revival which will help establish some boundaries, some Biblical context for understanding, seeking, and praying for revival.  

So let me give you some key words or thoughts connected to revival.

· One of the instruments God uses in bringing revival about in our lives is the Word of God.  (Psalm 19:7)

· There are conditions that we must meet in order to experience this renewing, this revival in our soul. There is prayer, confession, repentance, and brokenness.  (Psalm 80:7, 14, 18, 19)
· We must get a fresh perspective on the greatness of God.  (Isaiah 57:15) 

Four characteristics of revival:
· The definition of revival.  It is returning to the Lord.

· The desire for revival.
A. A clear dissatisfaction with the status quo.
B. A desire to seek the Lord.

· The devotion of revival.

A. Complete devotion – Jeremiah 24:7

B. With all your heart – Jeremiah 29:13

· The requirements for revival. 

A. The breaking of idols that distract us. (Get rid of the junk in your life.)
B. Make your heart steadfast.

C. Serve Him only.

I want to focus on that middle requirement.  How do we secure a steadfast heart?  

· Through prayer – Psalm 51:10

· Through offering praise to God in music – Psalm 57:7-8; Psalm 108:1

· Through proper theology – Isaiah 26:3-4

What is revival?  It’s coming back home.  It’s returning to the LORD.  How does it begin?  When we have a desire.  When we acknowledge our dissatisfaction with where we are, and we seek the LORD.

It requires total devotion to Him with all of our heart.  And it demands the breaking of the idols that distract us.  It demands the cultivation of a steadfast heart through prayer, through praise, and through trusting God.  And it requires that our worship and our service is for God and for God alone. 
