The Dominion of Christ and Your Meaningful Work
Matthew 28:18

Exposition of Matthew 28:18
You cannot separate Jesus' authority claim in Matthew 28:18 from the mission in verses 19-20. His claim reaches all the way back to the beginning.

The Last Adam
In the beginning, God created “the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). This phrase is a way of referring to all created things. And the Genesis narrative shows us that God exercises absolute, total control over all that He has made—the heavens and the earth. However, God chose to mediate His rule upon the earth through man (Gen 1:28).
With the Fall, Adam abdicated his godly dominion over the earth. No longer was there peace between man. Instead, there was shame and violence. No longer was there peace between man and the creation he was to subdue; the animals now fear us. 
Although God could have annihilated this world, He chose to redeem it by raising up a new and Last Adam who would bring the world back under God’s dominion. Jesus came as the Last Adam to do what the first Adam failed to do (1 Cor 15:45). Because of His faithfulness, He has been exalted, and has taken His seat as the Adamic king (Eph 1:20–22).
“For He must reign until He puts all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be abolished is death” (1 Cor 15:25–26).

The Davidic King
The prophets revealed that the one who would reverse the curse and take dominion would be born in the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Judah, and the family of David (2 Sam 7).
“This is the declaration of the LORD to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.” The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion. Rule over your surrounding enemies” (Ps 110:1–2).
At His ascension, Jesus took His seat as the Adamic and Davidic King (Acts 2:29–36).

The Doctrine of Christ’s Session
The Session of Christ is His enthronement and God’s present administration “to bring everything together in Christ, both things in heaven and things on earth in him" (Eph 1:9–10).

The False Teaching of Gnosticism
Gnosticism is an ancient heresy the church keeps fighting off but keeps coming back in new forms. It is a dualistic view of the world which views the material world as inherently evil and the spiritual world as inherently good. The ancient Gnostics taught that our “good” souls are imprisoned in “evil” bodies, but Christ came to give us special knowledge (gnosis) so that we may be liberated from our imprisonment to the material world.
This teaching fuels a contempt for the world and has convinced many Christians that their work in the world is in vain.
This is foreign to the Christian faith, which teaches:
· God created a spiritual and material world (the heavens and the earth), and that it was all very good.
· Mankind was created material and spiritual (body and soul).
· In the incarnation, Christ assumed a human nature, body and soul.
· He resurrected His humanity, body and soul.
· Since His ascension, a human—body and soul—reigns over heaven and earth, making all things new (Rev 21:5).
· The plotline of Scripture does not lead to us leaving the earth, but heaven coming to earth.

Application
1. Christ is Sovereign
0. Embrace His mission as the standard to guide your decisions about the future.
0. Rely on His strength over your own efforts.
0. Practice contentment (Phil 4:11).

2. Everything You Do is Meaningful


