The Gospel of John – A Study in Evangelism
We began our study of John’s Gospel in December of 2022, and we will finish today, May 26, 2024. Today being Memorial Day, a time to remember, it is fitting that we look back over our study of John and remember. This morning, I want to drive home the main purpose of John’s Gospel.
John 20:30-31, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
John 21:24-25, “This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.”
· Jesus is both the Evangel and the Evangelist. During our study in John’s Gospel, we have been confronted with the eye-witness testimony concerning the identity of Jesus. Jesus is the Son of God, and John’s Gospel is clear concerning this reality.
The Deity of Jesus is seen in the titles John uses: the “Word” (1:1); the “Lamb of God” (1:29); the “Messiah” (1:41); the “Son of God” (1:49); the “King of Israel” (1:49); the “Savior of the World” (4:42); and “I Am” (8:58). Seven powerful “I AM” declarations!
The Gospel is Jesus! Without Jesus being the Son of God we have no “good news.”
Jesus is not only the content of the gospel, but He is also the revealer of the gospel. Jesus went about making Himself known and drawing sinners to Himself. In the opening chapter we see Jesus drawing and attracting followers: Andrew, Peter, Phillip, and Nathanael. 
· Jesus offers eternal life to all who believe. The gospel of John is very clear: salvation is not the result of man’s works but rather the gift of grace to those who have faith. 
Eternal life. “Life” is one of the key words in the Gospel of John. It is used fifty-two times. Seventeen of these are in conjunction with the word “eternal.” 
Salvation. The salvation promised by Jesus in John is not only salvation to something; it is salvation from something. Four terms are employed in the Gospel of John to describe the consequence from which people are saved: condemnation, judgment, perishing, and the wrath of God. 
Faith. One cannot read the Gospel of John and fail to see that the condition by which one receives the life that Jesus offers is the condition of simple faith. The word “believe,” in one form or another, is used over one hundred times in the Gospel of John. 
· Jesus alone offers the gift of salvation. The exclusivity of Christ is a major point of contention within our pluralist society. Many people might agree that Jesus is one way to heaven, but would never concede that Jesus is the only way to heaven. 
The book of John leaves no question about restrictions on the way by which man comes to God. Jesus said, “I am the door. If any man enters by Me, he shall be saved,. . .” (10:9). He restated this truth in 14:6 when he declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
· Jesus offers a salvation that is universal in scope. Over and over again, John made reference to the universal aspect of the saving work of Jesus. The word “world” is found over sixty times in this gospel. 
John 3:16, When Jesus said, “For God so loved the world,” we have the most universal expression of God’s love. He “so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
God’s love is universal in scope, but His salvation is exclusively given only to those who believe. 
Application: No one is so religious that they need not be saved. Example, Nicodemus, John 3
No one is so bad that they cannot be saved. Example, woman at the well, John 4
John has written a whole gospel so that you can know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God!
