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B e g i n  s m a l l  t o  a v o i d  o v e r w h e l m .  C o m m i t
t o  1 0 - 1 5  m i n u t e s  i n i t i a l l y ,  p e r h a p s  o n e
c h a p t e r  o r  a  f e w  v e r s e s .  U s e  a  r e a d i n g
p l a n — a p p s  l i k e  Y o u V e r s i o n  o f f e r  g u i d e d
o p t i o n s ,  o r  s i m p l e  b o o k m a r k s  t r a c k
p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  b o o k s  o f  t h e  B i b l e .

E n h a n c e  e n g a g e m e n t  b y  j o u r n a l i n g :  n o t e
k e y  v e r s e s ,  p r a y e r s ,  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  P r a y
b e f o r e  r e a d i n g ,  a s k i n g  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  f o r
i n s i g h t .  F o r  v a r i e t y ,  t r y  a u d i o  B i b l e s
d u r i n g  c o m m u t e s .

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s t r e n g t h e n s  c o m m i t m e n t —
s h a r e  y o u r  g o a l  w i t h  a  f r i e n d  o r  j o i n  a
g r o u p  t o  d i s c u s s  r e a d i n g s .  T r a c k  s t r e a k s
i n  a  j o u r n a l  o r  a p p  f o r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

I f  y o u  m i s s  a  d a y ,  e x t e n d  g r a c e  a n d
r e s u m e  w i t h o u t  g u i l t .  H a b i t s  f o r m  o v e r
w e e k s  o r  m o n t h s ,  n o t  o v e r n i g h t .
P e r s i s t e n c e ,  f u e l e d  b y  G o d ' s  g r a c e ,  t u r n s
s p o r a d i c  r e a d i n g  i n t o  a  l i f e l o n g  r h y t h m .

O v e r  t i m e ,  d a i l y  B i b l e  h a b i t s  r e n e w  y o u r
m i n d  ( R o m a n s  1 2 : 2 ) ,  e q u i p  y o u  f o r  e v e r y
g o o d  w o r k  ( 2  T i m o t h y  3 : 1 7 ) ,  a n d  f i l l  y o u
w i t h  p e a c e  a n d  j o y .  S t a r t  t o d a y — o p e n
G o d ' s  W o r d  a n d  l e t  i t  s h a p e  y o u r  d a y s .

C r e a t i n g  d a i l y  B i b l e  h a b i t s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  f o r
s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h .  E n g a g i n g  w i t h
S c r i p t u r e  r e g u l a r l y  n o u r i s h e s  f a i t h ,
p r o v i d e s  g u i d a n c e ,  a n d  d e e p e n s  y o u r
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .  A s  P s a l m  1 : 2
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b l e s s e d  p e r s o n  w h o
d e l i g h t s  i n  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  L o r d  a n d
m e d i t a t e s  o n  i t  d a y  a n d  n i g h t ,
c o n s i s t e n t  B i b l e  t i m e  y i e l d s  l a s t i n g
f r u i t .

S t a r t  b y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  y o u r  m o t i v a t i o n :
r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  d a i l y  t o  k n o w  G o d  m o r e
i n t i m a t e l y ,  a l i g n  y o u r  l i f e  w i t h  H i s
t r u t h ,  a n d  g a i n  w i s d o m  f o r  c h a l l e n g e s .
T h i s  h e a r t f e l t  " w h y "  s u s t a i n s  y o u  w h e n
e n t h u s i a s m  w a n e s .

C h o o s e  a  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  t o
b u i l d  c o n s i s t e n c y .  M a n y  f i n d  m o r n i n g s
i d e a l — p a i r i n g  i t  w i t h  c o f f e e  o r  b r e a k f a s t
a n c h o r s  t h e  h a b i t .  O t h e r s  p r e f e r
e v e n i n g s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n .  S e l e c t  a  q u i e t
s p o t ,  l i k e  a  f a v o r i t e  c h a i r ,  a n d  t r e a t  t h i s
a s  a  n o n - n e g o t i a b l e  a p p o i n t m e n t .
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Y O U R  P A R A G R A P H  T E X TT H E  D I V I S I O N  W I T H I N
T H E  C H U R C H
b y  S c o t t  K o n c h e k  

D i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h
a r i s e  f r o m  h i s t o r i c a l ,  t h e o l o g i c a l ,
c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s ,  w i t h  s o m e
t e n s i o n s  p e r s i s t i n g  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  a n d
o t h e r s  i n t e n s i f y i n g  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .

H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  D o c t r i n a l  R o o t s
C h r i s t i a n i t y ’ s  m a j o r  b r a n c h e s  e m e r g e d
f r o m  a n c i e n t  s c h i s m s :
-  O r i e n t a l  O r t h o d o x  s e p a r a t e d  a f t e r  t h e
C o u n c i l  o f  C h a l c e d o n  ( 4 5 1  A D )  o v e r
C h r i s t o l o g y .
-  T h e  G r e a t  S c h i s m  ( 1 0 5 4  A D )  d i v i d e d
E a s t e r n  O r t h o d o x  a n d  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c
c h u r c h e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  o v e r  p a p a l  a u t h o r i t y .
-  T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  R e f o r m a t i o n  ( 1 6 t h
c e n t u r y )  s p l i n t e r e d  W e s t e r n  C h r i s t i a n i t y
o v e r  i s s u e s  l i k e  s a l v a t i o n ,  s c r i p t u r e ,  a n d
c h u r c h  g o v e r n a n c e .

T h e s e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  d i v i d e s  r e m a i n
l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  t h o u g h  e c u m e n i c a l
e f f o r t s  c o n t i n u e .

R e c e n t  M a j o r  S p l i t s
I n  t h e  2 0 2 0 s ,  s e x u a l i t y - r e l a t e d  d i s p u t e s
t r i g g e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
f r a c t u r e s :
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h :  B y  2 0 2 5 ,
r o u g h l y  7 , 6 0 0  U . S .  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  ( a b o u t
2 5 % )  d i s a f f i l i a t e d  t o  f o r m  t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e  G l o b a l  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,
c i t i n g  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  o v e r  s a m e - s e x
m a r r i a g e  a n d  L G B T Q +  c l e r g y  o r d i n a t i o n .

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  U M C  r e m o v e d  p r o h i b i t i o n s  i n
2 0 2 4  a n d  a d o p t e d  r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 5 .
A n g l i c a n  C o m m u n i o n :  I n  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e  G A F C O N  a l l i a n c e  a n d  G l o b a l
S o u t h  p r o v i n c e s  a n n o u n c e d  a  r i v a l  s t r u c t u r e ,
r e j e c t i n g  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a n t e r b u r y ’ s
l e a d e r s h i p  o v e r  s i m i l a r  s e x u a l i t y  i s s u e s .  T h i s
a f f e c t s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  g l o b a l
A n g l i c a n s .

C o n t e m p o r a r y  D r i v e r s
T h e  m o s t  p o l a r i z i n g  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  i s  h u m a n
s e x u a l i t y — s p e c i f i c a l l y  L G B T Q +  i n c l u s i o n  a n d
b i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n — p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
P r o t e s t a n t  b o d i e s  w i t h  d e c e n t r a l i z e d
a u t h o r i t y .  T h e s e  d e b a t e s  o f t e n  i n t e r s e c t
w i t h  b r o a d e r  c u l t u r a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
p o l a r i z a t i o n .

I n  U . S .  e v a n g e l i c a l i s m ,  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h
c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  ( a b o r t i o n ,  r a c e ,
i m m i g r a t i o n ,  “ c u l t u r e  w a r s ” )  h a s  c a u s e d
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s p l i t s ,  p a s t o r a l  e x i t s ,  a n d
e r o d e d  t r u s t .  L o c a l  c h u r c h e s  a l s o  f r a c t u r e
o v e r  s e c o n d a r y  m a t t e r s :  w o r s h i p  s t y l e s ,
l e a d e r s h i p  a p p r o a c h e s ,  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e s ,
p r i d e ,  g o s s i p ,  a n d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c h a n g e .

B i b l i c a l  a n d  T h e o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e
S c r i p t u r e  u r g e s  u n i t y  ( 1  C o r .  1 : 1 0 ;  J o h n
1 7 : 2 0 – 2 1 )  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  e s s e n t i a l
d o c t r i n e s  ( w o r t h y  o f  s e p a r a t i o n )  f r o m
p r e f e r e n t i a l  o n e s  ( c a l l i n g  f o r  g r a c e ) .
D i v i s i o n s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e f l e c t  h u m a n  s i n f u l n e s s
a n d  d i f f e r i n g  s c r i p t u r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a m i d
s o c i e t a l  c h a n g e .

H o p e  A m i d  F r a c t u r e
D e s p i t e  p r o m i n e n t  s c h i s m s ,  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n s
a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  p u r s u e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d
e c u m e n i s m .  T h e  C h u r c h ’ s  d e e p e s t  u n i t y  i s
s p i r i t u a l ,  t r a n s c e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b r e a k s .
H e a l t h y  d i s a g r e e m e n t  c a n  f o s t e r  g r o w t h ,  b u t
u n n e c e s s a r y  d i v i s i o n  g r i e v e s  t h e  h e a r t  o f
C h r i s t .



Happy New Year! 
To

I want to circle back to the message I delivered a couple of weeks ago on DEVOTION. The word from Deuteronomy 6:1-9  challenges us to love
God with all our heart, soul, and strength. The big takeaway is simple: real devotion isn't just something we talk about, it’s something we live
out every day.
So, what does genuine devotion to Christ look like in our daily lives? It permeates our habits, priorities, and decisions. Here’s a clear-cut
breakdown:
1. Heart: This is a question of priority. Real devotion means God takes priority above everything else. Look at your routines. Are we setting
aside time for prayer and reflection? Does God’s truth, guide our decision-making? Our lives should reflect a heart fully devoted to Him.
2. Soul: Genuine devotion means building a continuous relationship with God. It’s about walking with Him daily, making prayer a consistent
habit, diving into Scripture regularly, and engaging in community with other believers. These aren't merely tasks on a checklist; they are
means of deepening our relationship with Him. 
3. Strength: Devotion is active. It requires our energy, talents, and resources. Are we using what God’s given us to make a tangible impact?
Whether it's leading at church, volunteering in the community, or simply being a dependable presence, our devotion should naturally motivate
us to act.
Now, how does this play out in our roles as men? Here are some practical next steps that we can pursue in the weeks, months, and years to
come. 
As Husbands: “Love your wives as Christ loved the church”  (Ephesians 5:25). Husbands don’t just tell your wife you love her (which you should
also do ☺)  But truly show her daily how much you love her.  When your wife truly hears and sees how much you love her, she is more willing
to be led by the spiritual head of the house. 
Extra credit… REMIND HER OFTEN THAT SHE IS A GREAT MOM. 
As Fathers: Our kids absorb everything. Let them see a man who prioritizes faith and lives with integrity. Be there with them, guide them in
prayer, and teach them about the love of Christ through your actions.
As Workers: Inject your faith into your work environment. Be honest, work diligently, and embody compassion. Be the guy who can be
counted on to help out when others need it.
As Leaders: Lead with a servant's heart. Be proactive!  If there’s a need, fill it. Show others what genuine devotion looks like through your
reliability and consistency.
Here's the challenge I gave for all of us a couple of weeks ago. 
Make devotion a daily habit. Join our year-long Bible reading plan, “We Grow” by Gary Lewis in the You Version Bible App. My wife Becca and I
are doing it together and have already experienced rich and deep discussion. 
Dedicate time each day to Scripture—it will strengthen our faith and understanding. Take a hard look at your daily habits, identify one area
where you can show more devotion—maybe it’s by setting a family devotion night or dedicating extra time to prayer.
I encourage us to pop in for conversation with other fellas in the church and ask one another about what you read, what you learned, or what
you have questions on in your daily reading. I’m telling you, this will lead to GREAT growth and conversation’s. 
Devotion means actively living our faith, not just when it’s convenient, but as part of who we are. It means stepping up whenever and
wherever we’re needed. Let's commit to being men of true devotion, leading by example every day.
Let's make a real impact.

Love ya’ll,

Pastor Collin Towersey

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR COLLIN 
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E v a n g e l i c a l  A i d  E f f o r t s  i n
U k r a i n e
F o u r  y e a r s  i n t o  R u s s i a ' s
i n v a s i o n ,  e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h e s
a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  a i d
w o r k e r s  c o n t i n u e  e x t e n s i v e
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  r e b u i l d i n g
w o r k  i n  U k r a i n e ,  f o r m i n g  a
" v o l u n t e e r  a r m y "  a m i d  s t a l l e d
p e a c e  t a l k s .

C e l e b r i t y  F a i t h  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
S t i r  D i s c u s s i o n s  
" D i l b e r t "  c r e a t o r  S c o t t  A d a m s
a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  t o  c o n v e r t  t o
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a m i d  a  t e r m i n a l
c a n c e r  d i a g n o s i s ,  w h i l e  a d u l t
f i l m  s t a r  L i l y  P h i l l i p s  c l a i m e d
r e b a p t i s m  a n d  a  r e t u r n  t o  f a i t h —
s p a r k i n g  d e b a t e s  o n  s i n c e r i t y
a n d  r e d e m p t i o n  i n  C h r i s t i a n
c o m m u n i t i e s .

O n g o i n g  G l o b a l  P e r s e c u t i o n
C o n c e r n s
R e p o r t s  h i g h l i g h t  c o n t i n u e d
t h r e a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o t e n t i a l
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  p r o m i n e n t
c h u r c h  i n  C h i n a ,  r e c e n t  a t t a c k s
o n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  U g a n d a  a n d
S u d a n ,  a n d  w a v e s  o f  v i o l e n c e
a g a i n s t  b e l i e v e r s  i n  I n d i a  a n d
I n d o n e s i a  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y
s e a s o n .  

O r t h o d o x  C h r i s t m a s  C e l e b r a t i o n s
J a n u a r y  7 t h  m a r k s  C h r i s t m a s  D a y
f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 0  m i l l i o n
O r t h o d o x  a n d  E a s t e r n  C h r i s t i a n s
( i n c l u d i n g  R u s s i a n ,  G r e e k ,
E t h i o p i a n ,  a n d  C o p t i c
c o m m u n i t i e s )  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e
J u l i a n  c a l e n d a r .  F e s t i v i t i e s  a r e
u n d e r w a y  w o r l d w i d e ,  w i t h  m a j o r
o b s e r v a n c e s  i n  p l a c e s  l i k e
E t h i o p i a ' s  L a l i b e l a  ( w h e r e  p i l g r i m s
g a t h e r  a n n u a l l y )  a n d  a m i d
c h a l l e n g e s  i n  r e g i o n s  l i k e  G a z a
a n d  U k r a i n e .

P a s s i o n  2 0 2 6  C o n f e r e n c e  W r a p - U p  
T h e  m a s s i v e  e v a n g e l i c a l  y o u t h
e v e n t  P a s s i o n  2 0 2 6  r e c e n t l y
c o n c l u d e d ,  d r a w i n g  o v e r  4 5 , 0 0 0
y o u n g  a d u l t s .  P a s t o r  L o u i e  G i g l i o
e m p h a s i z e d  s e n d i n g  a t t e n d e e s  o u t
" f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d , "  w i t h  m a n y
v i e w i n g  i t  a s  a  s i g n  o f  o n g o i n g
r e v i v a l  a m o n g  y o u n g e r
g e n e r a t i o n s .



U p c o m i n g  M e n ' s  M i n i s t r y  E v e n t s  

O n g o i n g  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  z o o m  B i b l e  s t u d y  -  6 : 3 0 a m
( C o n t a c t  B o b  F r a n c i s  [  b c o n e l k @ c h a r t e r . n e t  ]  

f o r  z o o m  l i n k )

T h e  F o r g e
( M e n ' s  B i b l e  s t u d y )
T u e s d a y s  6 : 3 0 - 8 p m
F e b  3 r d - M a r c h  1 0 t h

W a y s  t o  s e r v e

C o n t a c t  K a t i e  v i a  e m a i l  k a t i e @ f r e s h w c c . o r g  ,  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e
c h u r c h  o f f i c e  2 3 1 - 3 2 5 - 0 3 4 4 ,  o r  v i a  t h e  F r e s h  W i n d  a p p  f o r

s e r v i c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

*  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  o r
h a v e  a  t e s t i m o n y  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  e m a i l

s k o n c h e k @ g m a i l . c o m  
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