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Prayer Focus – The Best Kind of Prayer
September, 2024 
Back-to-school time is here; and the evidence of fall seems to be all around us. This month we are going to proceed on a journey studying the different types of prayers. You can gain knowledge about prayer through reading, watching podcasts, YouTube videos, and going to prayer conferences, but you learn and experience more by committing yourselves to pray. Prayer is best learned by just doing it. It is no different regarding the gifts of the Spirit. Do not misunderstand us. Prayer, as well as the gifts need to be taught on but, until you step out and operate in them, you will not truly understand how the gifts or prayer were intended to work  (1 Corinthians 12 NLT). By the Holy Spirit’s direction, we have been giving you some insight into the Lord’s will (His Word) on many different topics. The Father has chosen the foolishness of preaching to make His will KNOWN to the world (1 Corinthians 1:18-31 TPT/NLT). Unless you know His will concerning anything how can you have faith to be effective; you cannot. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God whether it be through listening to apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers or by simply reading the truths from God’s Word out loud (Romans 10:14-18 MSG, Ephesians 4:11-16 ESV). John, “the Apostle of Love” (1 John 4:16 NKJV) made it quite clear that knowing God’s will is vital to receiving prayers answered. 1 John 5:14-15 AMPC states; And this the confidence (the assurance, the privilege of boldness) which we have in Him; [we are sure] that if we ask anything (make any request) ACCORDING TO HIS WILL (in agreement with His own plan), He listens to and hears us. And if (since) we [positively] know that He listens to us in whatever we ask, we also know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that WE HAVE [GRANTED US AS OUR PRESENT POSSESSIONS] THE REQUESTS MADE OF HIM. We have attempted to stress the importance of knowing God’s Word for oneself. You cannot allow a lack of knowledge of Who the Creator is or how He thinks to cause you to be ineffective. You can listen to Pastor Jay or a myriad of other ministers teaching the gospel, but until you know Him and [we emphasize Him]; you will not have the necessary faith in God to believe your requests are already answered. The best kind of prayer is the one that gets an answer! John makes it crystal clear that the Father will listen and answer with an exceedingly, unusual amount of favor, agreement, and cooperation with you (James 5:16 AMPC, Ephesians 3:20 AMPC). Jesus taught the importance of knowing and residing in Him, His will and what He produces in you in John 15:5-8 TPT. 

I am the sprouting vine and you’re My branches. As you live in union with Me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within you- but when you live separated from Me you are powerless. If a person is separated from Me, he is discarded; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire to be burned. But if you live in life-union with Me and if My Words live powerfully within you-then you can ask whatever you desire and it will be done. When your lives bear abundant fruit, you demonstrate that you are My mature disciples who glorify my Father!

[bookmark: _Hlk122944230][bookmark: _Hlk122941437][bookmark: _Hlk122939714]Ladies and gentlemen, to bear fruit (producing evidence of your faith) you must remain connected to Him. Every one of you has seen a tree with a broken branch which is not yielding any fruit. The branch is not completely broken from its source of life but there is “not enough life” to bear the abundant fruit that it was intended to produce. If you are not experiencing energy and liveliness, you must consider the quality of time you have spent in the presence of the Lord and His Word. These opportunities of intimacy with Him (reading, studying, meditating, praying, and applying His Words) promote us in this zoe (God kind of life). Embracing Him and His Word will enable you to hear His heart knowing what, when, or how to pray. You will want what He wants. Therefore, you will desire to cooperate with Him and will pray out His perfect will and receive answers to your requests. Answered prayers show Who He is to you! Again, the best kind of prayer is the kind that brings results, and this kind of prayer comes from a believer who is full of the Word and responsive to the Spirit of God! When the Holy Spirit is joined with the Word of God, the result is always powerful and effective! Now, Paul reveals to the church at Ephesus and the church age that there are seven pieces of armor, all of which consist of the Word. The seventh piece Paul unveils is the lance of prayer in Ephesians 6:17-18 TPT; And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. You will notice Paul made the statement, “all kinds of prayers.” This implies there is more than one. As we stated earlier, we are going to embark on a journey together studying the various types of prayer as prescribed in the Word. His prescriptions leave no harmful side effects: ONLY effective, dynamic, and tremendous power! We will study each one of these prayers individually, but know each prayer flows into another. Generally, there are three categories of prayer. The first category is prayer that changes things. Within that category is the prayer of binding and loosing, the prayer of faith, the prayer of petition, intercessory prayer, and united prayer. The second category includes prayers of thanksgiving and praise and the third category involves the prayer of dedication and consecration. As you become more acquainted with what is revealed about these kinds of prayers, you will discover something previously unseen and unknown which will lead you into an entirely new way of life--a God-fashioned lifestyle of answered prayer. The change starts in prayer and it will not end until all our prayers are answered!! This is a wealthy place where all you ask will be granted to you! 

Abiding in the Secret Place of Prayer,
Scott and Jackie                                                                                                                 
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