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Prayer Focus- Rightly Divide the Word of Truth
February, 2026  
[bookmark: _Hlk209730832]Greetings from snow covered Ohio! Remember how excited we all were as children for the first big snow. Now, as adults, we have a little different perspective! As we move into February, we will continue our discussion of rightly dividing the Word. Human tendency often leans to trust as fact what close relatives or esteemed others may say to them regarding the bible. Naturally, with very little insight or understanding of the Word, one might assume, “Well, surely they know what they are talking about.”  We have all heard the saying about what happens when we assume something. Pastor Jay has been ministering to Empower Church how important it is for us to know God’s Word (His will) and His character for our own self. When we started our journey in discovering the Truth, we began to see things differently than when we first believed. Acts 17:11 NLT gives an account of how Paul and Silas went to a Jewish synagogue in Berea, and how the people were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the scriptures day after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. This is an example for the church today! The Bereans were actively examining the Word of God, to find out whether these things were true! We have all heard at one time or another the idiom, “Ignorance is bliss;” but is it? The Lord, by word of knowledge through Hosea, did not mince any words about the subject of ignorance. The Lord charged the children of Israel that their willful ignorance had opened the door to a litany of problems (Hosea 4:1-5 AMP). Hosea in verse 6 declares, my people are destroyed for lack of knowledge [of My law, where I reveal My will] ....  We all have moments when we have been ignorant in an area of our lives, but that is not an excuse to remain uninformed. Jesus, just like the Bereans sought the scriptures for Truth even at the age of twelve. Look and read for yourself Luke 2:46-47 NLT of the testimony He had with the priests and teachers (Isaiah 11:2-3 NKJV). Once knowledge is presented to us, it is then our responsibility to continue to search the facts, truth, or principles out and allow Holy Spirit to minister to you. This was what Paul emphasized to Timothy, his spiritual son (1 Corinthians 4:15 NLT) in 2 Timothy 2:15 AMPC.       
 
[bookmark: _Hlk220222283][bookmark: _Hlk217309404][bookmark: _Hlk217312437][bookmark: _Hlk217311071]Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of truth.  

Last month we looked at a couple keys when studying the Bible. To rightly divide the Word, we also must consider the principle of context. First, let us define context. In the 1828 Webster’s Dictionary, it is the series or composition of discourse; more particularly, the parts of a discourse which precede or follow the sentence quoted. Essentially, the intent of a passage of scripture is often illustrated by the verses before and after. Scriptures taken out of context can change the meaning, sense, or purpose Holy Spirit was intending to communicate to us. A fantastic example of wrongly dividing the Word is in Job 1:21 NKJV. “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.” We are sure that you all have heard this scripture rehearsed in countless conversations, funerals, and movies. Unfortunately, the use of this Scripture has given the wrong impression to mankind that God gives but He also takes away! This is the danger of pulling a passage out of context. It appears that Job believes that God was behind his calamities, but the context of the Word clears it up. Job 1:8-12 NASB1995 reads, The Lord said to Satan, have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil. Ponder Isaiah 46:10 ESV. Then Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face.” Then the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” So, Satan departed from the presence of the Lord. Notice Satan is complaining to the Lord that Job feared God because the Lord made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side. In essence, the Lord had been protecting Job from Satan and the curse, yet the Lord makes this statement, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” The question is who put Job in Satan’s hand? The answer lies in the context of Job’s story. Job 1:5 NASB1995; When the days of feasting had completed their cycle, Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, “Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus, Job did continually. Why was Job continually offering burnt offerings? When Job declared “perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was a statement of fear. Job acknowledges that fear in chapter 3:25 NLT; What I always feared has happened to me. What I dreaded has come true. So, who took from Job? Satan did (John 10:10 ESV); yet, who opened the door for the great taking? Job! His statement that The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away was truly stated, but it was not the Truth! God only gives good gifts! James 1:16-17 ESV states, Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
   

Acts 22:14-15 AMPC, 
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