LESSON:
PROPHETS



LEADER PREP

PROBLEM STATEMENT
| don’t understand what
qualifies someone to be a

prophet.

TAKEAWAY
A prophet speaks the word
of God.

BIBLE PASSAGES
Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Amos 5

KEY VERSE

Deuteronomy 18:22

“If a prophet speaks in the
name of the Lorp but the thing
does not take place or prove
true, it is a word that the Lorp
has not spoken. The prophet
has spoken it presumptuously;
do not be frightened by it.”

SUPPLIES NEEDED

. Handbooks

« Bibles

. DVD

«  Markers

«  Butcher paper
« Pencils

« Tape
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Background Information

In the Old Testament, prophets were appointed by God (often at a very young age) to speak on behalf of
God. Prophets informed the kings about what God wanted for the people—advice the kings didn’t always
follow. There was no official prophet selection process, which often led to some significant skepticism
about the credentials of those who claimed to speak for God.

The context for the rise of the prophets is laid out in Deuteronomy 18:15-22, which details the transition
from Moses’ leadership among the people to the leadership of others. Moses was so central to the
development and identity of God’s people that there was likely a great deal of fear and anxiety about what
would become of them after he died. This passage is God’s reassurance that, just as God raised up Moses,
God will call others to speak to the people on God’s behalf. As with Moses, the prophets’ words would be a
sign of God’s presence in and among the people.

For the most part, prophets existed on the margins of the community, yet they were still integrally
connected to the community. They weren’t charismatic figures who popped up out of nowhere seeking
glory or recognition. They were committed to the restoration of the people of God. Their sole purpose was
to compel and shape the people of God for covenantal fidelity by speaking the word of God. That means
the prophets stood within a tradition that ultimately gets picked up in the New Testament with Jesus.

Today, we think of prophets as being a little off. And they might have been. But the prophets were also
people of imagination. They inspired hope and offered new ways of seeing otherwise bleak circumstances.
They deconstructed narratives, and in their place offered stories of restoration and renewal. Their laments
expressed the darkness of life in captivity and pointed to the light of God’s voice and God’s presence.
Prophets imagined a new day, where God’s intention for the world would be realized. Prophets had the
courage to call out problems for what they were, but the also the audacity to hope in the face of it all.

What Students Need to Rnow . ..

«  Asleadership of the Israelites passed from Moses to others, God provided prophets to continue to
guide the people. So while they didn’t lead like Moses or rule like kings, they did serve a crucial role
in the history of God’s people. The words of the prophets acted like a kind of prism, shifting the

perception of reality ever so slightly to reveal something distinct, new, and ultimately more true.

+  Another metaphor could be the prophet as gardener. Prophets till and retill the “soil” of people’s
hearts and lives, turning it over and over again to let what is ultimately lasting and good emerge and
grow. Their disruptive presence is always motivated by the intention that something good will grow out
of what they have disrupted. This is a good rule of thumb even today as we listen to people who claim
to speak for God: What do their words point to—justice, mercy, and peace, or something else?
Students live in a world where the church’s public sway is decreasing in a number of ways. However,
prophets had significant authority—it was important that the people be able to trust the words of the
prophets as messages from God.

«  True prophets were not necessarily easy to recognize. In fact, the only way to know if a prophet was
truly from God was after the fact—if the prophet’s words came true!
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Where They Might Struggle . ..

+ The modern view of prophets can create a bias against taking the biblical prophets seriously. The term
gets used in all sorts of circles—sports, the church, politics—and it usually means very little. Help
students understand that the ancient prophets had a specific role in their communities. They never
worked for their own gain but always for the good of the community.

+  There is some strange stuff in the prophetic books of the Bible—images of death and violence and
destruction that rival the most graphic video games and movies. While this lesson won’t dive into all of
that, students might come across it on their own. Help them understand that the prophets intended
to be intense and shocking. These were warnings that turning away from God would have devastating
consequences. There was no sugarcoating that.

«  There’s a great opportunity here to invite students to recognize that they have a role as prophets in
their communities as well. While they aren’t necessarily called out to speak for God, they do have a
voice and a vision for what it could mean to be the people of God in this day. Encourage them to think
about the ways they can bring their ideas to life and build up their community of faith.

About the Video ...

Being a prophet was a mixed bag. On the one hand, you had a direct pipeline to God and got to advise
royalty on all things religious. On the other hand, people often didn’t believe you or like what you had to
say, leaving you lonely and overwhelmed. So why would anyone say yes to this job offer? What would make
someone willing to risk everything to be God’s voice to the people?

Lesson Notes...
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FRAMING THE PROBLEM

Icebreaker
NO TALKIES!

1. Write down numbers 1-20 (or however many students you have) on individual pieces of paper, then
hand one out to each student. If you group is larger than thirty people or so, put students into small
groups first and give each group a number. Tell them not to reveal their numbers to anyone.

2. Tell students that without talking or holding up fingers, they need to put themselves in order, from
1to 20 (or whatever number you ended with). They can stomp or clap or jump or use whatever non-
talking, non-finger-holding-upping techniques they need in order to communicate their numbers.

3. Once they get in order, talk about what it feels like to communicate in a way that feels awkward or
unconventional.

Into the Story
Ask a volunteer to read Deuteronomy 18:15-22. Discuss:

1. Why is it necessary for God to raise up a prophet in this situation?
2. What does God promise the people about the prophets?
3. Why would the people be frightened by a false prophet?

Now, turn to Ezekiel 37:1-14 and have a volunteer read the passage aloud.
1. What do you think “dry bones” is supposed to mean?

2. Why would God want Ezekiel to prophesy to those bones?

3. What did Ezekiel’s prophecy mean?

Questions to Get the Conversation Going

+ Do prophets speak the word of God or the words of God?
+  How do we know if somebody is a prophet?

+ Does God still use/need prophets in the world today?
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Throughout the Old
Testament, God used
prophets to call out rulers,
nations, and communities
for their disobedience

and to warn them of

the consequences for
continuing to move away
from God. These weren’t
exactly easy messages to
proclaim. Nevertheless,
the prophets courageously
communicated God’s word
to the people.

What does it mean to

tell the truth? And not
only the truth, but God’s
truth? If the prophets are
any indication, it isn’t a
popular practice. How do
we know what God wants
and how we're supposed
to communicate it to the
world?

A\
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Goda courageous communicators “If a prophet speaks in the name of the Low

but the thing or prove true,
>m the Old Testament, God used prophets to call out rulers, nations, and communities for it d that &

spoken. The
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LOVE YOURNEIGHBOR

Why would the proph
this? Do you think they 80 who were these prophets, and why would

anyone believe what they had to say?

What are reasons to accept this job? What
are reasons to decline it?

If you had to make one
statement about God,
what would it be? Write it
graffiti style on the bricks.

Look at any statements
that received a “1” and
ask: Why do they make
you uncomfortable? Have
students choose a phrase
they gave a “5” and write it
on the sandwich board.

Have a student read the
pivot statement located at
the bottom of the page and
gauge the group’s thoughts
on where the lesson

might go. Remember:

You want tension! Allow
your students to live with
the questions posed on
the first page until after
the video has played and
you begin exploring the
infographic.
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EXPLORING THE INFOGRAPHIC

The prophets of the Bible are
a diverse bunch, but they do
share some similarities. This
infographic will help students
get a sense of how someone
is called to this prophetic role
and get them thinking about

Which of these four attributes would be the easiest for you
to spot in a prophet? The hardest? If you were a prophet
yourself, which attribute would be the easiest for you to
recognize in God’s interaction with you? The hardest?

How would a prophet
know if it was God who
was “calling”? Does God
call us?

How to Spot a Prophet

The Bible contains a bunch of examples of prophets. But in general, if you

can identify the four attributes listed on these pages, you just might have
spotted yourself a real-life, genuine prophet.
Not Just a

2 Club

NTENT
spoke on behalf of God—

CALLING

communicated 2 message of grace—that is,
the abiding goodness of God's promises.

the ways we can discern God’s
words for us in the midst of a
lot of noise. Spend some time
with each of the four prophets
shown here, then move to the
outside edges to push a little
deeper into the history of the
prophets.

This is another
opportunity to highlight

HEY, HA SHEM,
the women who often ISEE THAT

YOUCALLED. ..

get forgotten when we
talk about the prophets.
While none of these
women got a book of her

own, talk about how their

R
JEREMIAH 16:14-18;

voices might have brought 29:10-14; 31:1-7

something unique to
God’s messages to the

people.

What is a message you thin
would benefit fro

ADIVINE ENCOUNTER ISAIAH6:11-13

AN INTRODUCTION OR GREETING ISAIAHE:S
ANOBJECTIONTO THE CALL ISAIAH6:1-2
ACOMMISSIONING STATEMENT ISAIAH6:9-10

Do you think God still

calls people in the ways

ASIGN OF EMPOWERMENT ISAIAH6:3-4

depicted in these stories? B

How might somebody
hear God’s call today?

Does “benefit” always mean a message
will be received willingly?

+  The prophetic books are a whole section of the Bible. Invite students to turn to the table of contents in
their Bibles and bracket the prophetic books (Isaiah to Malachi). Look for familiar stories!

+ s there a public place or gathering area in your community that often draws street preachers? Using
what you've discussed in today’s lesson about prophets, ask students to argue for and against the
idea that street preachers are modern-day prophets. (If your community doesn’t have regular street
preachers, print off pictures of some from the Internet.)

«  Ifyou have the time, and if other church members are in the building while you're there, send students
to ask them to complete a simple task—patting their heads while rubbing their stomachs, saying a
tounge twister, reciting the alphabet backward. Direct some students to act without saying this is
for class or that they’ve been sent by their leaders. Have others explain that this is for class or that
the youth leader sent them. Then get everyone back together to report their findings. How hard was
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see the repentance of the people?

How do you think the prophets might have
felt about often having to relay bad news to
their people? What about when they got to

/

COM! /NITY

While prophets sorfetimes condemned
entire nations, they almost always spoke
to communities to which they belonged.
In other words, whatever message God

wanted the people to hear was also meant

for the prophet speaking on God's behalf.

Because the messages prophets co .
on behalf of God oftgpdzertied colorful
descriptions of the disasters that would befall
the peaple if they didn't change their ways,
prophets were regularly scorned and even
rejected by their own communities.

DANIEL 6:3-12; 14-26

fact, the
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel

Major
ISAIAH  JEREMIAH
EZEKIEL DANIEL

Minor
HOSEA  MicaH JONAH
JOEL - ZEcHaRIAH
AMOS aceal MALACH!
NAHUM  ZEPHANIAH

OBADIAH  HABAKKUK

mentioned twice.)

W

What would it be like to prophesy a condemnation to a
community you are a part of, like a sports team or school? How

would that change the way you spoke?

IF|

List three things that might happen if you told the truth al the time. Write your answers in the arrow.

>THEi¢

JL

Why does the truth sometimes cause problems?

Is there a time when a lie would be better?

olaborate:Prophets. ©2015 sparkhouse. Al ighsreserved

it to get people to listen to these “prophets”? What differences did they find when they had some

“authority” to back them up?

+ Cue up the old-school DC Talk song “Jesus Freak.” What does it mean today? Does it resonate?
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CO:LAB:ORATE

LEADER TIP

Modern-Day Prophets.
Before class, it might

be helpful for you to
brainstorm a list of
people who are doing
good work in the world.
Many students will have
no problem choosing for

It’s easy to call somebody a prophet, even though
the requirements are staggeringly high. Still, there
are prophets today and this activity aims to tune
your students in to that fact.
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iant rectangles that .
: e do your students think
Daily News i about the faith? This activity
LEADERTIP A PROPHET FOR OUR TIME! gives them an opportunity
. to speak their minds in a
. — ppsoriarion theological way.
Walking the Talk. If — TS| messace g Y
. - i e soes
your group is small =1
have students work
|nd|V|dua||y instead OF 1. Callings When and how was this person called or chosen by God?
3. Cutout two
in pairs. If your grou i
'np your group o,  nf
is |arge, make groups 2 Cotents e i arsen' primary messge? Do the mesmage rgspecle e changathel them ithape I
ways or remind them of God's promises? Messace
. &=
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K i 3. Community: o what community o commurities doss thi erson belong? How doesthe
having a representative ey e the e & g
boards and choose
of each group wear e
the group’s san dWICh 4. Consequences: Do some people respond negatively to this person's message? How so? swa:;::r;r:iaemhe next meszace
=
board to a larger church I
athering—a prophetic
g | g P P 1. Think 2. Share 3. Discuss
parade!
What
qualifies
someone
to be
proph¢?

What qualifies someone
to be a prophet?

Into the World

What does it mean to listen to a prophet? What responsibility do we have to listen for prophetic messages

from God?
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