Lesson 6: Full of Wisdom
Proverbs 4:7 “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.”

	Wisdom is the principal thing. The word principal in this verse means the most important or the main thing. Wisdom is not knowledge. I have known many people who were knowledgeable that did not have wisdom. If you look in I Chronicles 1:10 you will see that King Solomon prayed to God and asked for wisdom and knowledge. You see Solomon wanted knowledge, but more importantly he wanted wisdom. I’m not saying that you do not need knowledge. You should be learning as much as you can as often as you can through books and through life’s experiences. Wisdom is seeing through the eyes of God. It is having discernment.
1. Learn to separate knowledge and wisdom
	That is what is lacking in so many people’s lives today! We have the ability to acquire more knowledge than we ever have before, but we lack the wisdom to do so! Knowledge gives you potential to do great things for God, wisdom gives you the POWER to do great things through God’s help! You have to learn to separate the two. It is good to want knowledge, but it is better to have wisdom. Some of the wisest people I know would never be considered by the world as the most intellectual, but they are wise because they sought God and He gave them wisdom! 
0. Wisdom comes from communion with God
If you asked the average person if they wanted to be wise, I am sure that 99% of them would say that they do. What they do not realize is that you cannot be a lost person and have wisdom. The Bible says in I Corinthians 2:12-14 that “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” You see unless you are saved, the things of God cannot be received! That’s why it says in verse 13 that we speak not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth. You see, what the world calls wisdom is merely knowledge. You cannot have the wisdom of God without first being saved! The natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit because to him they are foolishness!
One of the benefits that you get from being a Christian is that you now have the unique opportunity to have wisdom from God. You have to want it though. The way you get the wisdom of God is through reading His Word and through prayer. II Timothy 3:15 say that the Holy Scriptures are able to make you wise unto salvation. It goes on to say in verses 16 and 17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” You must read God’s Word. It cannot be something that you do now and then. It must be sought every day. If you want to see things as God sees them, then you must know the Word that He has left for you! The Bible is the book of wisdom. It is the only book of wisdom. 
Prayer is the second key to get wisdom. How did Solomon get wisdom? When God gave him the chance to have anything, Solomon asked for wisdom and knowledge. He wanted it so bad that he asked for it. Do you ever ask God to give you wisdom? God wants to give it to you! He wants to fill you with His wisdom! James 1:5 says “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” God wants you to have wisdom! He wants to give it liberally (That’s the only time I like to see that word!) If you want wisdom, you have to seek it, you have to read God’s Word, and you must pray and ask for God to fill you with it!
0. Knowledge gives you the right position; Wisdom gives you the right disposition
Proverbs 16:20 “He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.”
Proverbs 26:4-5 “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.” 
I have read Proverbs 26:4-5 many times, and for the longest time I did not understand what those verses meant. One day while I was reading Proverbs 16:20 my mind raced over to Proverbs 26:4-5, and the meaning of those verses dawned on me. I am supposed to handle the matter of a fool, but I am supposed to handle it wisely. I am not supposed to react to the fool; I am supposed to respond to him. The fool needs to corrected, but there is a certain way to handle confrontation. 
If you believe God’s Word is true, you will gain enemies. There will be people who will disagree with you and do things that are contrary to the Word of God. They are fools, but you have to learn how to handle them wisely. That is why you need to gather knowledge and ask God for wisdom. Knowledge of the Bible gives you the right position. If your beliefs are backed by God’s Word then you are always going to be right! It is equally important though to have the right disposition when handling the fool.
I used to work in a warehouse. I remember one night a coworker of mine asked me if I would like to go to the bar that weekend with him. He knew I was a Christian, but he told me that I would have a good time. He said he knew I wouldn’t drink, but there was nothing wrong with me going and that I would probably enjoy it. Now, I knew I wasn’t going there. I knew that alcohol, rock music, immodesty, and all other forms of sin were at that bar. I also knew that as a Christian I am supposed to “Abstain from all appearance of evil” according to I Thessalonians 5:22. I looked at him and said, “Ryan, I know you mean well, and I know you are not trying to mock me, but I do not agree with anything that goes on at a bar. I cannot go with you. If you would like to fellowship, we will have to do it somewhere that does not go against my beliefs.”
Learn to separate wisdom from knowledge. Having God’s Wisdom gives you the ability to put the knowledge to good use! Beg God for His wisdom every day! Only then will you handle matters the right way!
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