
Lesson 1: The Vessel-YOU!

(READ ACTS 9:1-15)
Acts 9:15 “But the Lord said unto him, go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:”
	
Saul wasn’t a perfect man. He wasn’t even a good man. In fact, he was a terrible man, but then he met God! In Acts 9:6 we see the conversion of Saul while he was on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians. Saul got saved, and God told him to go into the city and then he would find out what God wanted him to do. God then called Ananias to go and enquire about Saul. Ananias was skeptical and afraid, and he questioned God; after all, this man Saul had the authority to imprison Christians. It is then we see in Acts 9:15 that God tells Ananias that Saul is a “chosen vessel”. Later his name would change to Paul, and he would become one of the greatest Christians the world has ever known. This didn’t happen because he was anything special; it happened because he was a vessel chosen by God!
	Just like Paul was God’s chosen vessel in Acts 9, we are supposed to be a chosen vessel. If you were to look up the word “vessel” two of the most common definitions you would find are: 1. a ship or large boat, and 2. a hollow or concave utensil (a cup, bowl, pitcher, or vase) used to transport liquid or other contents. This is our primary purpose as a Christian: to be a vessel to bear the name of Jesus. We are supposed to be filled! If all Christians are supposed to be vessels, why do all Christians not get used by God the same? Why do some seem like they were filled with God all the time and some seem like they have never been used of God? How do we get to be a chosen vessel? In order to answer these questions, let’s look and see some of the qualities that God desires in a vessel.
1. We are to be an honorable vessel
II Timothy 2:19-22 “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”
We are supposed to be an honorable vessel. We are supposed to depart from iniquity (wickedness, sin) and the people who associate with it. If you were to read the earlier verses of II Timothy 2 you would also see that we are to depart from those who have erred from the truth of God’s Word! Proverbs 25:4 says that when the dross is removed from the silver, it produces a finer vessel. This is what we need to do in our life. If you go to the cupboard and pull out a glass, you look to see if it’s clean, right? God does the same thing. He will not use a vessel that is full of sin. Sin is dirty, sin is filthy. If sin is in the vessel, it would cause the contents to be tainted. You have to purge yourself of sin if you desire to be an honorable vessel for God’s service. You have to pray like David did in Psalms 51 and ask God to create a clean heart in you!  You need to avoid people with wrong doctrine if you want to keep your vessel clean. Like II Timothy 2:20 says you have to purge yourself from those who are dishonorable vessels. When we do this we become “meet for the master’s use.”
0. We are to be an available vessel
Have you ever heard the statement “The best ability is availability”? That is so true! God will only use you if you are available! You cannot be doing whatever you want and be used by God. You have to surrender your will to God’s Will. You have to be willing to say “Here am I Lord, send me.” You have to want God to fill you. You have to ask God to fill you. You have to be AVAILABLE!
I have a favorite mug. I love to drink coffee from that mug. When I get to pick from all my mugs, I pick that one. Sometimes I go to get my mug and it’s not there. It’s either in the wash or being used by someone else. Do you know what I do? I do not wait for my favorite mug to be cleaned or become available. Instead, I grab a different mug. It may not be the best or nicest one, but if it is clean and available I will use it because it is available. You are the same way. God desires to fill you and use you like He intends, but if you are not clean or not available for Him to use then He will use whoever is.
I always think D.L. Moody when I think of availability. Did you know that D.L Moody led over a million souls to Christ from 1859 to 1899? It wasn’t because he was the greatest orator. In fact, he was often criticized by other preachers for his poor grammar. He was called “Crazy Moody”. He had a secret to why he was used: He was filled with the power of God! This is the statement that he applied to his life: “The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and through and in and by the man who is fully and wholly consecrated to Him.”
God will use you if you are clean and available. He doesn’t care how fancy of a vessel you are, He cares about your cleanliness and availability! You must ask God to cleanse you and then surrender and give your life to the Lord; then you can be filled!
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