Lesson 2: FULL of Godliness
I Timothy 4:7-8 “But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”

	You know you are supposed to be a vessel, so what are you supposed to be filled with? How are you supposed to “bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” according to Acts 9:15? 
1. You have to be Holy
Godliness equals God-like-ness. I think that part is easy to understand. We will never truly match up to God. There is no way we can. We all fall short of the glory of God, but God does tell us how we can be like Him. He says in I Peter 1:15-16 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 
	Holiness- that is Godliness. To be holy is to be like God. That is what we are supposed to be. If you look up synonyms for holy, you will find words like divine, humble, pure, sanctified, and moral. The antonyms are corrupt, evil, immoral, dishonest, and wicked. In order to be a vessel that God will use we must be filled with Godliness. We must be set a part for God’s use. We cannot be tainted by the world. Romans 12:1-2 says “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
The best way for you to be Godly is to be Holy. You must separate from the world. You must be sanctified. The word sanctified means “to be set apart.” That means it is for a specific use! Christian, you are supposed to be different than this world! They are not set apart for God. They do not understand why you do not curse, or drink, or gamble, or lie, or cheat, or steal, or fornicate. They do not understand why you do not listen to country, rock, rap, reggae, or pop music. They do not understand why it is important to have high Biblical standards of modesty and decency. That is why you must be different than the world! How will you bear the name of God before them like He wants you to if you are just like them? You are not supposed to look like the world. You are supposed to conform to the image of God, and that image is His Holiness. That is the image you should portray to the world.
	I once heard a preacher say, “Personal standards have never produced holiness.” Friend, I don’t know what Bible he is reading, but that statement could never be so wrong! Lowering your personal standards of music, modesty, or anything else has never increased the effectiveness of the gospel! The closer you come to looking like the world the farther you will be from looking like a holy vessel that God will use.
	In order to be filled with Godliness, you must be Holy. Stop believing the lies of these liberal churches that seem to be doing all right. Just because they draw a crowd doesn’t mean they have the blessings of God. They are not holy, they have bought into a lie of Satan that they need to be like the world to reach it. Do you remember the story of Aaron and the golden calf? He made the idol and got most of the children of Israel to have a wicked, riotous worship service that was filled with immodesty and dancing. He drew a big crowd, but he did it the wrong way. God wasn’t in that. As a matter of fact, about three thousand men were killed that day as a result of that wicked service.
	We have to get back to being HOLY. It doesn’t mean we are perfect, and it doesn’t mean we have a “holier-than-thou” mentality towards other people. If you would have a desire to be Holy then you should have a desire to be like God, to read the Bible, and to live what it teaches! 
0. You need to love like God loves
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
	To say that God has many attributes is an understatement. You could write a book ten times the size of this one and still never fully cover all the attributes of God in their complete extent. To explain the love of God alone would be impossible, for none of us can every truly compare human love to the love of God.
	When I think of God’s love, I think of John 3:16. He sent Jesus, His only begotten Son, to die on a cross for the world, and He knew that all the world wouldn’t love Him for it. He knew that there would be people that would fight Him. He knew people would curse His name. 
	The love of God is known as “Agape” in the Greek language. It means unconditional love that serves regardless of circumstances. That is the kind of love we must have for the world! It doesn’t mean that we sanction a person’s sin or justify a person’s sin, it means we love them regardless of the condition that they are in! That is the greatness of the love of God. It is truly the only love that knows no boundaries. God’s Love is matchless, immeasurable, perfect, and continuous! We must learn to love like God loves us. 
	You must learn to love the unlovable. They may not be where you want them to be in life, but if you love them where they are at, then you will be able to lead them to where they need to be!
	We must learn to put others first and to love unconditionally. I heard a statement once by Dr. Jack Hyles that said, “People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care.” People don’t care about your holiness, they care about your heart. You stay holy for God, and you love with your heart for people. To be filled with Godliness is to be holy, but also to love like God does!
	Think about all the people who have invested their lives in you. You are saved and trying to live right because someone loved you unconditionally! They took of their time and effort to invest in your life! Christian, if you want to be like God, then you have to love like God. It isn’t always easy, but it is always right!
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