

1 John 2:12-17
Introduction to Sin of Worldliness

· The three main enemies of the believer are all revealed to us
· The wicked one - devil, vs. 14
· The world & and the flesh
· Just as God is a triune being of father, son, and Holy Ghost - the devil also tries to mimic and operate in disguise as God does

I. The World
A. The world wants to develop you and turn you against God with their philosophy
B. The world has a wisdom that you can try to rely on 1 Corinthians 3:19
C. The world wants sinners to stay and saints to return Ephesians 2:2
D. It's full of Spiritual darkness Ephesians 2:12
E. It has principals to offer Christians Colossians 2:8
F. It morally polluted and gets worse 2 Peter 2:20
II. The Flesh
A. The flesh wants to dominate you
B. It wants first place in your lives
C. The flesh that is still with us after we are saved is fighting against the Holy Spirit and become our master if we allow it
D. We will mind the things of the flesh and become an enemy of God because the Bible says "the carnal mind is enmity against God" Romans 8:5-10
E. Romans 7:18- we must remember there is no good thing in my flesh
III. The Devil
A. The devil want to devour you
B. He is constantly and cleverly walking about seeking whom he may devour 1 Peter 5:8

One of the biggest problems is that Christians have fallen in love with the world and out of love with the savior Worldliness is not just a matter of activity but also our attitude
[image: ][image: ][image: ]It's possible for a Christian to stay away from some wicked places but still love the world because it's a matter of heart
[image: ]Worldliness affects your response to the love of God- it also affects your response to the will of God
[image: ]Doing the will of God is a joy for those that are living in the love of God, but when we don't enjoy the Father's love- we will find it hard to do the Father's will
[image: ]Responding to the Father's love (personal devotion life) and doing the Father's will (daily conduct)- these are the two test of worldliness.

· we will begin to talk about the dangers of worldliness next week.
· How do you do on the test?



The Danger of Loving the World 1 John 2:15

Intro
· Worldly love is inconsistent
· Love may be to most abused word of our generation
· Love outside of the parameters of God's word is not true love, but rather a worldly love
· Worldly love is treacherous- it's unpredictable and hazardous
· Worldly love is traitorous- it will leave you in your pit
· Worldly love is tragic- it brings extreme distress and sorrow
· We lose our reverence for God when we love this world


I. There is danger is loving the world because of disobedience to the Word of God vs. 15
A. The command given here is clear and direct- "love not"
1. We are not to love the world and its things
2. Worldly things are things that stand in opposition against God or they stand in competition with God
B. Romans 12: 1&2
1. The word conform means to fashion alike and follow the same pattern
2. When a person loves someone they began to spend time with them; they begin to think look, talk, and act like them.
3. They gradually conform to their image- this is what happens with us when we conform to the world
a) Philosophy
b) Music
c) Trends
d) Patterns
C. James 4:4
1. We cannot love both- if we love the world the Bible tells us clear we are and enemy of God
2. 
One major problem is that instead of being disgusted by the world we become attracted to it. Attraction leads to relationship that leads to love
3. In this case it will destroy you
II. There is danger in loving the world because we disdain the love of God
A. Disdain means to consider unworthy of notice, unworthy of response, and unworthy of thanksgiving.
1. To love the world you must throw the Love of God out of your life completely. " the love of the father is not in him"
2. It's as if the love of Christ is of no value or importance when we love the world
B. The individual that falls in love with the world must do at least three things
1. Empty his heart of any and all love for God
2. Entertain ungodly thoughts and ideas
3. Excuse his evil deeds and actions
C. This love for the world is shown in 7 ways:
1. Indulging in its pleasures
2. Adopting its standards
3. Copying its habits
4. Speaking its language
5. Wearing its fashions
6. Sharing its ambition
7. Submitting to its wisdom



The Danger of Lusting after the World 1 John 2:16

Intro.
· We have talked about how the world wants to develop you, the flesh wants to dominate you, and the devil wants to devour you
· Remember worldliness is not just our activity but a matter of our heart
· Last week we preached about the danger of loving the world: we disobey the word of God, and deny the love of God vs. 15
· We love the world by: indulging in its pleasure, adopting it's standards, copying it's habits, speaking it's language, wearing it's fashions, sharing its ambition, and submitting to its wisdom
· Today we are going to be warned about the danger of lusting after the world
· The man who is in love with the world will give the world everything he has and be swept away in the raging current of fleshly lust
· The word lust means a longing for what is forbidden
· In the lust of the flesh you find the pleasures of the world: lustful longing
· In the lust of the eyes you find the pictures of the world: lustful looking
· In the pride of life you find the promises of the world: lustful living
· These lust change everything about a person- it changes the way they think, look, act,, and speak. It's changes their character and even their purpose for God
· It ruins their judgement, and even their joy, peace, and love in relationships.
I. The danger of where lust leads you vs. 16
A. In the world
1. Away from God and into sin
2. Away from God's will into whatever Satan wants
B. 
To experience or even try to please these lust a person must make a way to partake in these lust. These don't just happen Galatians 5:19-21
1. These are the things you see in your life if you lust after the world
2. These are the results you will get
C. Once lust leads you there it will cause you to be alone to face the consequences
II. The danger of where lust will leave you
A. 1 Peter 2:11- place of destruction
1. In war we defeat an enemy but when we participate in fleshly lust we become our own enemy
2. Abstain means to stand against, refrain, or even hold ones self off
3. Keep your distance and avoid it at all cost or it will cost you
B. James 1:13- place of deception
1. To be drawn away is to be dragged forth by our own lust. It pulls us onward and against any good sense that we may have
a) We may know it's bad but at the time of deception we may think: it won't happen to me, I may get away with it, or it won't affect anyone around me.
2. The word enticed is to be "entrapped"
a) Just as a fish is drawn away by a lure then enticed as the hooks are set and there is no escape without some sort of damage being done
C. James 1:14- place of depravity
1. It was his own lust- Jeremiah 17:9 states the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.
2. No matter what tricks the devil may have- it's our hearts which are full of lust that get us into trouble
D. James 1:15- place of devilish power/ SIN BORN!
E. James 1:15- deadly path/ END is DEATH!!



The Danger of Living like the World 1 John 2:17

Intro.
· We have talked about how the world wants to develop you, the flesh wants to dominate you, and the devil wants to devour you
· Remember worldliness is not just our activity but a matter of our heart
· Last week we preached about the danger of loving the world: we disobey the word of God, and deny the love of God vs. 15
· We love the world by: indulging in its pleasure, adopting it's standards, copying it's habits, speaking it's language, wearing it's fashions, sharing its ambition, and submitting to its wisdom
· We have talked about the danger of lusting after the world
· We were warned where lust will lead you: to the world, and also where it will leave you: destruction, deception, and deadly path
· Today we will be teaching about the danger of living like the world
· Here we see two more dangers in worldliness
· For those who begin to indulge in their ungodly lust will soon be living as the world
· When I was skinny I could indulge in food and you might not notice it right off- but as the indulging continued it became very evident.
· It's the same with worldliness: though it may not be to noticeable right off- it soon will be!

I. The danger of being in the world
A. To live like the world is to play games in the Devils backyard
B. It characterized by: darkness, depression, disobedience, deception, dismay, and death.
C. You loose joy and peace
D. 
Loose spiritual strength
E. The Bible says that the world and the lust thereof passeth away
1. The world may seem like it will please you forever but this is obviously not the truth
2. The real danger is that you'll live your life for something that will never last or satisfy
II. The Danger of being out of God's will
A. There is a contrast here right from the very word of God- good vs evil, wrong vs right, temporal vs eternal, broken vs blessed
B. There is a choice
C. Depending upon your choice you will either find yourself outside of the will of God in life (HIS WAY) or living the blessed life
D. The will of God and world of sin cannot mix- the lust of the world will keep a man from doing the will of God, but the will of God will keep a man from following lust
E. We must choose

Conclusion
· If we are to overcome the world we must live by faith- 1 John 5:4-5
· Let's love God and "His Way" this year
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