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Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.
1 Corinthians 12:1 NIV

Spiritual gifts are NOT:
1. They are not your personality traits.  (Your personality can provide the natural expression for your gifts)
2. They are not your natural talents.
3. They are not the same as the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5).  There is a distinct difference between a Gift and Fruit of the Spirit.

Spiritual gifts ARE:
1. A God-given special ability.
2. Given to every believer at conversion by the Holy Spirit.
3. To share God’s love.
4. To strengthen (Edify) the body of Christ.

Why does God give spiritual gifts?
A spiritual gift is given is to each of us as a means of helping the entire church.   1 Corinthians 12:7 NLT

 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

Who has spiritual gifts?
…each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.   1 Corinthians 7:7b TNIV

All these (gifts) are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one (of us), just as he determines.  1 Corinthians 12:11

How are our gifts to be exercised?
(Read: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

What are some keys in determining your spiritual gift(s)?
1. Prayerfully allow the scripture to guide you.

2. Actively serve others in roles that seem to line up with your passions and strengths.


3. Let the input of others in the Body of Christ help shape your view of yourself in regard to your gifts.  (Evidence & Affirmation)

Group Study Questions:

1. In 1 Corinthian 13, why does Paul tell us that love is greater than spiritual gifts?  Explain.

2. Practically speaking, why is it imperative that we learn to recognize our spiritual gifts?  How is a spiritual gift different from a personality trait, talent or any other skill?  How are spiritual gifts different than spiritual fruit?

3. What can we do to avoid the traps the video spoke about in regard to Comparison, Projection and Rejection?

4. Do you already know your spiritual gifts?  If so, share them with the group and how you’re using them in ministry?

5. Discuss how you can envision God using your gifts in the future?  What kind of service (related to your gifts) would fulfill you?  How can you better utilize your gifts within your own group?

6. [image: ]Take time to review the Spiritual Gifts List









Spiritual Gifts Assessment

As you read through the list of spiritual gifts and their definitions, consider your own experiences serving and how you relate to each one.  Next to each definition, indicate YES, if you feel like you have this gift, MAYBE, if you feel you may have it, or NO, if you feel you don’t.     

1. Administration: The God-given ability to serve and strengthen the body of Christ by effectively organizing resources and people in order to efficiently reach ministry goals. 

2. Apostleship: The God-given special ability to serve and strengthen the body of Christ by launching and leading new ministry ventures that advance God’s purposes and expand His Kingdom.  The original Greek meaning of the word is “sent one.” 

3. Discernment: The God-given special ability to serve and strengthen the body of Christ by recognizing truth or error within a message, person, or event. 

4. Encouragement: The God-given special ability to help others live God-centered lives through inspiration, encouragement, counseling and empowerment. 

5. Evangelism: The God-given ability to share the love of Christ with others in a way that draws them to respond by accepting God’s free gift of eternal life.

6. Faith: The God-given ability to step out in faith in order to see God’s purposes accomplished, trusting Him to handle any and all obstacles along the way. 

7. Giving: The God-given ability to strengthen the body of Christ by joyfully supporting and funding various kingdom initiatives through material contributions beyond the tithe. 

8. Healing; The God-given special ability to be used by God to bring healing and restoring of health, beyond traditional and natural means, to those who are sick, hurting and suffering.

9. Helping: The God-given ability to build up the body of Christ by offering others assistance in reaching goals that glorify God.  This is sometimes referred to as the gift of “Helps” or “Service.” 

10. Hospitality: The God-given ability to strengthen the body of Christ by providing others with a warm and welcoming environment for fellowship. 

11. Interpretation: The ability to understand, at a specific time, God’s message when spoken by another using a special language unknown to the others in attendance. 

12. Knowledge: The God-given ability to communicate God’s truth to others in a way that promotes justice, honesty and understanding. 

13. Leadership: The God-given ability to cast vision, stimulating spiritual growth, applying strategies and achieving success where God’s purposes are concerned. 

14. Mercy: The God-given ability to minister to those who suffer physically, emotionally, spiritually or relationally.  Their actions are characterized by love, care, compassion and kindness toward others. 

15. Miracles: The God-given ability to manifest supernatural acts that bring validity to God and His power. 

16. Pastoring: The God-given ability to serve the body of Christ by taking spiritual responsibility for a group of believers and equipping them to live Christ-centered lives.  Shepherding is another term that is used for this gift.

17. Prophecy: The God-given ability to offer messages from God that comfort, encourage, guide, warn or reveal sin in a way that leads to repentance and spiritual growth.  This gift includes both “forth telling” (preaching) and “foretelling” (revelation).

18. Teaching: The God-given special ability to serve and strengthen the body of Christ by teaching sound doctrine in relevant ways, empowering people to gain a sound and mature spiritual education. 

19. Tongues: The God-given ability to communicate God’s message in a special language unknown to the speaker. 

20 Wisdom: The God-given ability to make wise decisions and counseling others with sound advice, all in accordance with God’s will. 
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1. ADMINISTRATION
2. APOSTLESHIP
3. DISCERNMENT
4. ENCOURAGEMENT
5. EVANGELISM
6. FAITH
7. GIVING
8. HEALING
9. HEALTH
10. HOSPITALITY



11. INTERPRETATION
12. KNOWLEDGE
13. LEADERSHIP
14. MERCY
15. MIRACLES
16. PASTORING
17. PROPHECY
18. TEACHING
19. TONGUES
20. WISDOM
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