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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 9:1–19 
MAIN IDEA: God does extraordinary things to turn us from our sin to faith in Jesus. 

LEADERS: 

• Thank you to everyone who helped make Big Day Out a reality, and praise God for all he did in 
people’s lives and hearts through his church. 

• Next Sunday is the kickoff for 45th Street in Totowa—our new ministry for fourth and fifth 
graders. Please pray for this ministry, and of course be looking for ways to use it as an opportunity 
to invite young families to church. 

• If you’d like to serve in our partnership with Paterson School no. 2, head on over to the digital 
bulletin on our website. 

• Your group has the opportunity to provide meals over at Servant’s Heart.  
o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with all the 

skills to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north 
Jersey. 

o Our groups will provide meals for about 30 people at Servant Heart’s Paterson location. 
Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 

o There are plenty of dates between now and mid-December that need to be filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 

 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was the best thing you did this summer? 
• Opener: What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? 

 
 
Over the past few weeks, Pastor Ryan has preached on several stories from the life of the Apostle 
Paul. This week, we begin a more concentrated study of the fascinating life of this man who went 
from being a Pharisee, intent on bringing the Jesus movement to an end, to the fearless and 
relentless preacher of the gospel whose letters comprise nearly a quarter of the New Testament. 

A young man named Saul of Tarsus was introduced at the end of Acts 7, presiding over the brutal 
stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. As persecution continued to break out in Jerusalem, 
many of Jesus’ followers were scattered throughout Palestine and beyond. This did not deter those 
who were passionate about the gospel and continued to fearlessly proclaim Christ to anyone who 
would listen. 
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WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED 

Read Acts 9:1–2. 

 What was your attitude towards “the way” of Jesus before you became a Christian? Give an 
example if you can. If you’re not a Christian, what are some things that come to mind when you 
think of Jesus? What about when you think about his followers? 

 Normally, when people have disagreements over religious belief, they just go about their 
business. Saul, however, is “breathing murderous threats” towards the Christians and is actually 
travelling to arrest any whom he can find in Damascus. Why do you think he was so aggressively 
opposed to the Christian movement, and how might this give you insight into his thinking at this 
point in his life? 

Read Acts 9:3–7. 

 Here we see Saul encounter Jesus in a miraculous vision. This was the initial event that sent his 
life hurling in an entirely different direction. What was it that God used to get your attention to 
turn you to faith in Christ? 

Read Acts 9:8–9. 

  Speculating a bit—what might have been going through Saul’s head at this point? 

In the sermon, Ryan noted that Saul’s blindness, while real, probably served to also illustrate his 
spiritual blindness. 

 In what ways would Saul’s indoctrination as a Pharisee have led him to be blind to the truth 
about Jesus? 

 What were some major causes of spiritual blindness in your life? 

Ryan also mentioned Paul’s later recollection of this event in Acts 26, where he gives a fuller 
version of what Jesus said to him than Luke does here in chapter 9. He focused on one phrase in 
particular: “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads” (v. 
14). 

  What does it mean to kick against the goads, and how do you do this? 
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A CHOSEN INSTRUMENT 

Read Acts 9:10–16. 

 God could have restored Saul’s sight whenever he wanted. And yet, he sends Ananias to lay his 
hands on Saul and does it through him. Why? 

 The Lord’s answer to Ananias’ objection is essentially, “Go, for I have chosen him.” God is the 
one who decides whom he will use to accomplish his purposes, and often his choices are surprising. 
Can you think of someone whom God surprisingly turned into a chosen vessel for the gospel? 

  The Lord’s final words to Ananias about Saul are shocking: “I will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name” (v. 16). Elsewhere in his writings (esp. 2 Corinthians), we 
learn that Paul views suffering, not as a mere unfortunate byproduct of gospel faithfulness, but as 
central to what it means for him to be an apostle of Christ. Why is suffering such an important part 
of what God has called us to? How does this mindset challenge the way that Christians often view 
their own suffering? 

MARKS OF CONVERSION 

Read Acts 9:17–19. 

 Ananias’ first word to Saul is to call him “brother.” What does this say about Ananias’ attitude 
towards this man, who had made it his mission to arrest Ananias and the other Damascus 
Christians? 

Ryan finished the message by noting three things that happen to anyone who becomes a Christian: 
(1) surrender to Jesus; (2) a call to suffering; (3) reception of salvation and baptism. 

  What does Jesus call us to surrender as we follow him? 

 What has surrender to Jesus looked for you personally? 

 How has God called you to suffer for the sake of Christ? 

 What does it mean to receive salvation? 

  Why are salvation and baptism so closely related in the New Testament? Do you think we 
have lost some of this connection today? 
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PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for bringing together your Community Group. 

Pray for a great season of doing life together, studying God’s Word, prayer, and helping one 
another to grow closer to him! 

Praise the Lord for what he did to draw you to himself, and pray that he would use you to do the 
same to those around you. 


