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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 27:9–28:31 
MAIN IDEA: Even when life gets crazy, God is faithful to us, and enables us to faithfully serve him. 

LEADERS: 

• We’re having a decorating party at the Ringwood campus to spruce up the joint for Christmas! 
Everyone is invited to help out on December 4 from 12–2 pm! Food will be had by all, and a jolly 
movie on the big screen for all the kiddos! Of course, you can bring tasty baked treats of your own 
as well. RSVP on the digital bulletin.  

• Winter Sessions starts next week! Come learn all about the archaeology and historical background 
to the Old Testament. This will be all be going down in suite 500 of our Totowa Campus, 7 pm on 
Monday nights, from December 5 to January 16. No sign up necessary. If you can’t make it, check 
out each class on the Emergence Sessions podcast. 

• Remember to check the digital bulletin for our holiday schedule. 
o Our Christmas service will be on the morning of Christmas Eve: 8:00, 9:15, 

10:30, and 11:45 in Totowa, and 9:00 and 10:30 in Ringwood.  
o For New Year’s, we will remain on this Saturday schedule, but with normal 

service times. 
o Do you and your loved ones like barreling down slopes of snow at high speeds? Of course you do! 

So you should join us on January 2 at Campgaw in Mahwah for Emergence day! (It’s not a national 
holiday yet, but we’re working on it.) One hundred spots are reserved, and tickets are $18 per 
person. Sign up before we’re sold out on . . . >drum roll< . . . the digital bulletin!!! 
 
GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What’s something exciting you’ve got planned for this winter? 
• Opener: What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? 

 
 

During his imprisonment in Caesarea, Paul made use of his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to 
have his case heard by the emperor. Now, in chapter 27, after several years of waiting, he and 
several other prisoners are entrusted to a centurion named Julius, who is to bring them by ship to 
Rome. To make the trip, they secured passage on commercial vessels. Some fellow Christians were 
also allowed to join Paul in his journey—note that “we” is used throughout the narrative, as well as 
the explicit mention of Aristarchus in verse 2. 

With winter approaching, the travel by sea grew increasingly hazardous. In a meticulously detailed 
account characteristic of genuine eyewitness testimony, Luke tells of how they found themselves at 
the mercy of unfavorable winds, eventually becoming stranded at sea. In order to lighten the load, 
the crew throws their cargo, tackle, and eventually even the wheat overboard (vv. 18–19, 38). 
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A FAITHFUL GOD 

Read Acts 27:21–26. 

 How should we explain Paul’s confidence here, against his earlier assertion: “Sirs, I perceive 
that this voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of 
our lives” (v. 10)? 

 Can you recall a time when your confidence in God enabled you to act with calmness and a 
sound mind as a blessing to others during a time of turmoil and uncertainty? 

Read Acts 27:27–38. 

 Paul’s actions must have greatly angered the sailors who were trying to escape from the 
ship. Why does he do this? Why not simply let them go? 

 Back in verse 10, Julius refused to listen to Paul when he warned him of the dangers to 
come. Now, he does what Paul says and keeps the fleeing sailors on the boat. What does this 
change in attitude towards Paul’s advice say about Paul’s impact on Julius during their journey? 
What can this teach us about our own witness? 

 Why do you think the people on the boat had not eaten for so long, and what do Paul’s 
actions in response say about his confidence in God? 

In verses 39–44, the sailors make a desperate move to get the boat to shore, which caused the 
boat to get stuck in the reef. As the ship is being broken up by the powerful surf, the soldiers 
decide to kill the prisoners to prevent any from escaping during the ensuing chaos. However, 
because of his growing respect and affection for Paul, Julius prevents them from going through with 
this plan. All who are aboard abandon the ship and make for land. 

Read Acts 28:1–6. 

Paul’s journey to Rome has been his ambition for long time. In the introduction to his letter to the 
Romans, written nearly eight years before the events described here in Acts, he tells them he 
hopes to come preach the gospel to them (Rom 1:9–15), and envisions his visit being one of 
refreshment and mutual edification, with hopes that they will be able to send him even further on 
to Spain (16:24, 28–29, 32). Luke tells us that on two occasions God had made known to Paul that 
it was his will for him to testify about Jesus in Rome (Acts 19:21 [note, “Paul resolved in the Spirit”] 
and 23:11). And yet, this is how God brings this plan to fruition—Paul is arrested, imprisoned, 
escorted by soldiers, shipwrecked, and ultimately ends up in Rome under house arrest (spoiler 
alert!). 

 What does this teach us about how God accomplishes his purposes? 



FALL 2022 WEEK 10 
GOSPEL MISSION 

 

 3 

 What does this teach us about the priorities that we should have as ambassadors of the 
gospel? 

A FAITHFUL DISCIPLE 

Before setting off for the final leg of their journey, Paul heals the father of Publius “a chief man of 
the island.” They set off once again by sea and are welcomed by Christians, first in Puteoli, and 
then, at last, in Rome, where Paul remains under Roman guard. He makes contact with the Jewish 
leaders there, and, being honest about the events that brought him there, arranges an audience 
with them so that he can once again share the good news about Jesus. 

Read Acts 28:23–28. 

Here we see Paul, doing what he always does, and not pulling any punches. While his honesty is 
commendable, stirring up Jewish opposition in Rome might not help his chances when he is 
eventually granted an audience in Caesar’s court. 

 This quote from Isaiah 6, which is also used by Jesus in the parable of the soils, can be very 
challenging because of the final part: “lest they should see . . . and turn . . . and I would heal them.” 
What is God saying here? Does it mean that he does not want people to see, believe, and turn to 
him? 

 Is Paul here writing off further ministry to Jewish people? Why or why not? 

 Although we should always be candid with people about the consequences of their own 
unbelief and sin, here we see a shift, as Paul pivots his attention to challenge their hard-
heartedness. In this case, he tells them that they are being like their “blind” and “deaf” ancestors, 
who rejected Isaiah. In sharing the gospel, when is the right time to challenge people about their 
resistance to the truth about Jesus? 

 In communicating the gospel, God uses rebuke to bring conviction. How has rebuke helped you 
in your faith journey, either in bringing you to Jesus, or in helping you to mature as a Christian? 

A CALL TO FAITHFUL MISSION 

Read Acts 28:30–31. 

 What truths about faithful gospel mission can you draw from what we are told in about 
Paul’s situation in verse 30? 

 Why do you think Luke ends Acts on such a cliffhanger, without telling us what happened to 
Paul? 
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 All in all, Paul’s ordeal lasted at least four years: two in prison in Caesarea and two under 
house arrest in Rome. What does this teach us about faithful Christian ministry? 

 Despite his circumstances, Paul faithfully proclaims the kingdom of God and the truth about 
Jesus “with all boldness and without hindrance.” What can you do to maintain a strong walk with 
the Lord and faithful service to him during long periods of trials and suffering? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for an awesome time walking through the book of Acts together. 

Pray that God would help you to remember and live out the important truths that you have 
learned in our time in this great book. 

Pray that the Lord would help you entrust yourself to his faithfulness so that you, in turn, can life as 
a faithful disciple of Jesus. 


