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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 16:11–40 
MAIN IDEA: God has different ways of reaching different kinds of people with the gospel. 

LEADERS: 

• Heads up! Our Ringwood Campus will be having a barbecue cookout from 12–2 pm on October 
16. Head to the Digital Bulletin to RSVP. 

• Boxes of Love, y’all! Want an opportunity to bless a family this Thanksgiving? Grab an empty box at 
a Sunday service. In the box, there’s a shopping list. Fill it with the groceries and return it to us by 
October 30.. A family in need will receive it and will be blessed in Jesus’ name. 

• Family Dedication is coming up on November 13th. If you or someone you know has a child or 
children under five who have not yet been dedicated, here’s the opportunity! Sign up on . . . wait 
for it . . . the Digital Bulletin!! 

• Your group has the opportunity to provide meals over at Servant’s Heart.  
o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with all the 

skills to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north 
Jersey. 

o Our groups will provide meals for about 30 people at Servant Heart’s Paterson location. 
Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 

o There are plenty of dates between now and mid-December that need to be filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 

 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: When was the first time you went to a church and why? 
• Opener: What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? 

 
 
Several important things have happened in Paul’s life since we left him last week in chapter 15. He 
and his companions have set out once again from Antioch to return to several of the cities where 
they had planted churches on their first missionary journey. After separating from Barnabas due to 
a disagreement as to whether to bring along John Mark, Paul and Silas meet a young disciple named 
Timothy in the city of Lystra, whom they take with them to join them in the work. At the 
prompting of the Spirit (possibly through Silas, who was a prophet, 15:32), they sail from Troas for 
the province of Macedonia to preach the gospel in lands not yet reached. 

It appears that Luke, the author of Acts, joined Paul at Troas, as he begins in 16:10 to refer to 
Paul’s entourage no longer as “they,” but as “we.” 

As we study Acts 16:11–40, we will consider three different kinds of people whom God reaches in 
unique ways. 
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THE SEEKER 

Read Acts 16:11–15. 

Paul’s usual strategy has been to go first to the synagogues and to strike up dialogue with the Jews 
and god-fearing Gentiles there. At Philippi, however, Jewish influence appears to have been quite 
small. Instead of a synagogue, the place for gathering was a riverside, where people would meet for 
prayer. 

 What details are we given about Lydia in this paragraph? 

Leaders: 

• She is a woman. Luke shows a special interest in the conversion of women and in their involvement 
in the early Christian movement (1:14; 8:3, 12; 9:2; 16:1; 17:4, 12, 34; 18:2, 26; 21:5; 22:4). 

• She is a “worshipper of God.” This denotes a Gentile who is “devout” towards the God of Israel, 
and yet is not a full proselyte (see the direct parallel in 18:7, and also in 13:43, 50; 17:4, 17). 

• She is successful business woman, a seller of purple goods. As Ryan noted in the sermon, these 
were worn by the wealthy (Luke 16:19) and even royalty. 

 What can we infer about Lydia’s beliefs and faith commitments, given that she is attending a 
Jewish prayer gathering on the Sabbath? 

 Who do you know who is a (pre-conversion) “Lydia” today, and what can you do to move 
them closer to faith in Christ? 

 What are the signs of immediate fruit from Lydia’s faith in Jesus that we see in her life? 

 In the sermon, Ryan made a point to mention that our church recognizes the difference in 
roles for men and women that God has given to the church, as we see in the Scriptures (see 1 Tim 
2:12). Further, he clarified that we also recognize how the Scriptures show women in various 
important roles among the people of God (see references below). What are some of the many 
ways that women can and should be serving in the church? 

Leaders: Our church’s formal position on this is as follows: 

Men and women equally bear the image of God and are equals in Christ,1 but they are given different roles, 
both in the family2 and in the church.3 With respect to the church, women may occupy any position of 
leadership4 except for the role of elder/pastor.5 The latter includes teaching responsibilities in the setting of 

 
1 Genesis 1:26–27; Galatians 3:8. 
2 Genesis 2:18; 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22–33; Colossians 3:18–19; 1 Peter 3:1–7. 
3 First Corinthians 12:17–18. 
4 Acts 2:16–18; 16:15; 18:26; Romans 16:1–2, 6–7, 12; 1 Corinthians 1:11; 11:5; Philippians 4:2–3; 

Colossians 4:15; Philemon 2. 
5 First Timothy 2:8–15; 3:1–7; Titus 1:5–9. 
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congregational worship.6 We believe that the biblical terms “pastor” and “elder” refer to identical positions 
of church leadership.7 

We believe that the Bible affirms the gifting and status of women in a variety of important roles aside from 
that of pastor/elder. In the Old Testament, the role or prophetess is assigned to Miriam, Deborah, and 
Huldah, all of whom exercised leadership within the people of God.8 According to the Gospels, Jesus 
welcomed women as disciples, and these women played extremely important parts in the early Jesus 
community.9 The early church, as represented in Acts and the other New Testament writings, reflects Jesus’ 
high view of his women followers. Women prayed and prophesied,10 hosted churches in their homes,11 
fulfilled essential ministry functions as a part of the church,12 and taught men in contexts other than 
congregational worship.13 

THE OPPRESSED 

Read Acts 16:16–18. 

 What similarities and differences do you see between this girl and Lydia? 

Leaders: 

• They are similar in that they are both women and are Gentiles. Of course, there are also many 
similarities in their spiritual conditions as well. 

• They are different in that while Lydia was a woman of means, she seems to have been poor; Lydia 
was free, making money for herself, but she was a slave, earning money to her owners; Lydia was a 
“worshiper of God,” she was not, but practiced divination. 

 Luke tells us that she followed Paul and his companions, crying out, “These men are servants 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation!” Note that she did this “for many 
days.” How might this have been misunderstood in a pagan context? 

 What the girl was saying was technically true. Why, then, did Paul become “greatly 
annoyed” (possibly “disturbed”), eventually commanding the Spirit to come out of her? 

 In the sermon, Ryan called this a “power encounter”—an extraordinary or even miraculous act 
of deliverance from bondage. When have you seen something like this, either in your life or in 
someone else’s? 

 
6 First Timothy 2:8–14; 3:14–15 
7 Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11; Titus 1:5–7; 1 Peter 5:1–2. 
8 Exodus 15:20; Judges 4:4; 2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles 34:22. 
9 Matthew 27:55–56, 61; 28:1–10; Mark 15:40, 47; 16:1–8; Luke 8:1–3; 10:38–42; 23:49, 55–56; 24:1–11; 

John 4:4–42; 19:24–25; 20:1–18. 
10 Acts 2:16–18; 1 Corinthians 11:5. 
11 Acts 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:11; Colossians 4:15; Philemon 2. 
12 Romans 16:1–2, 6–7, 12; Philippians 4:2–3. 
13 Acts 18:24–26. 
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Read Acts 16:19–24. 

 Why were the girl’s owners angry at the Christian missionaries, and how does this 
response display their foolishness? 

 How have you seen oppressors react when God’s justice prevails? 

THE UNINTERESTED OUTSIDER 

Read Acts 16:25–28. 

 All we are told about Paul and Silas’ response to having been unjustly thrown in jail was that 
they “were praying and singing hymns to God.” Luke makes the point of telling us that the other 
prisoners “were listening to them.” What has been your experience with worshiping God in the 
midst of intense pain? How especially does this serve as a testimony to unbelievers? 

 Why should we worship God, even when things get dark in our lives? 

 Besides singing and praying, what else do Paul and Silas do that serves as a positive witness to 
the jailor? What opportunities have you had or do you have to witness to people in similar ways? 

Read Acts 16:29–34. 

 The jailor’s question, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” is wonderful (if only everyone 
would ask this!), but it is also unexpected. What do you think prompted him to say this in response 
to what he had seen? 

 Why do you think that Luke, both here and in his account of Lydia, draws attention to the 
conversion of entire households? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for how he uniquely drew you to himself, and how he is drawing you even now. 

Pray that the Lord would reveal to you the right strategy for reaching different kinds of people in 
your life. 

Pray for the war in Ukraine, and for the wisdom of world leaders in navigating this extremely 
difficult situation. Pray for the people whose lives have been hurt by this conflict, and for the gospel 
to prevail over hearts in the midst of intense suffering. 


