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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 18:1–16 
MAIN IDEA: God gives us what we need to faithfully proclaim his gospel. 

LEADERS: 

• All the Boxes of Love have been taken and are being filled! Be sure to have yours back by next 
Sunday, October 30. 

• Family Dedication is coming up on November 13th. If you or someone you know has a child or 
children under five who have not yet been dedicated, here’s the opportunity! Sign up on . . . wait 
for it . . . the Digital Bulletin!! 

• We have a night of worship coming up on November 20th at 7:00 pm at the Totowa campus. All 
are welcome. 
 
GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What is the greatest act of friendship anyone has ever shown you? 
• Opener: What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? 

 
 

This week, we learn about Paul’s year-and-a-half gospel ministry in the city of Corinth. Throughout 
the New Testament, we see his incredible devotion to the church there, which, through all their 
dysfunction, proved to be a source of great joy to him. 

Let’s begin by considering his reflections on his time there in his first letter to Corinth. 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1–5. 

 What does Paul mean, that he “decided to know nothing among you, except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified”? Why is this the right mindset for all gospel-centered ministry? 

 When was a time when God showed his power through your weakness? 

Ryan structured the sermon around various things that God gives to us so that we can be faithful in 
proclaiming the gospel. 

FRIENDS 

Read Acts 18:1–4. 

Leaders: In the sermon, Ryan spoke of an extrabiblical source that may refer to this same expulsion of the 
Jews from Rome, mentioned here in Luke’s introduction to Priscilla and Aquila. The reference is to 
Seutonius, a Roman historian who was born in 69 AD, and who wrote biographies of 12 Roman “Caesars.” 
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In his book, Life of Claudius, he writes, “Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of 
Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome” (25.4). While “Chrestus” was also a personal name in antiquity, 
many scholars believe this is a confused spelling of “Christos,” referring to the uproar created by the 
preaching about Jesus. This likely happened in AD 49, strengthening the link to what Luke reports here, 
because of the date of Paul’s ministry in Corinth (see the note on Gallio below). 

 Why is cultivating good friendships with like-minded believers a critical part of having a 
fruitful ministry? 

 Who is someone God has given you as a friend to strengthen your walk with Christ and to 
help you better serve him? 

OPEN DOORS AND UNLIKELY CONVERTS 

Read Acts 18:5–8. 

 Initially, Paul encounters “closed doors” at Corinth. The Jewish audience in the synagogue not 
only didn’t believe, but they “opposed and reviled him.” In response, he shakes out his garments (a 
symbolic gesture), declares himself innocent, and declares their blood to be on their own heads. 
What is meant by this, and what does it imply about our responsibility to share the gospel? 

 In your own efforts to share God’s truth, have you ever been in a situation where it was 
appropriate to recognize a door as closed, and then to use your time and efforts more wisely doing 
something else? 

 How should we proceed in the future in situations and relationships where we have found 
closed doors? 

 In verse 7, we meet a man named Titius Justus, who lived next to the synagogue and 
welcomed Paul, apparently embracing the saving message of Christ. One can imagine what effect 
this must have had on those who had rejected Christ, as they came and went from the synagogue. 
What encouragement can we take from this in our efforts to share the gospel? 

 Though we are not told how, Paul’s persistent ministry right next door to the synagogue 
eventually got through to Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue! Given the initial response of the 
Jewish worshippers, this is unexpected. What does this teach us about our continued efforts to 
reach those who have been closed to the gospel? 

THE PROMISES OF GOD 

As Paul experienced in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (to say nothing of his other missionary 
journeys!), success in ministry is often the precursor to intense persecution. As a word of 
encouragement, Jesus appeared to Paul in a vision (probably a dream). 
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Read Acts 18:9–11. 

 God’s promise to be with his people stretches all the way back to the Old Testament (e.g., 
Exod 3:12), and is central to his work in Christ (Matt 1:23; 28:18–20). How does a knowledge of 
God’s presence give us courage to build God’s kingdom in the face of hardship? 

 What does Jesus mean by telling Paul, “I have many in this city who are my people”? How 
does this encourage us to endure hardship in ministry? 

 How have either, or both, of these promises been a help to you personally? 

Read Acts 18:12–17. 

Leaders: An inscription commissioned by Claudius, written to Gallio (the Delphi Inscription) reveals that the 
date of Gallio’s procunsulship in Achaia is 49 AD, giving us an important anchor point for dating Paul’s 
ministry in Corinth. 

 God guards Paul and his ministry through Gallio’s refusal to involve himself in religious 
disputes among the Jewish people. This is a very “natural” thing, but it is clearly intended by Luke 
to be a mark of God’s providential protection. Why is it important to see God’s hand in the 
everyday workings of life, and not just in blatantly supernatural interventions? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for the specific things with which he has provided you in your ministry to others. 

Pray for specific ways that you want God to help you in the ministry that he has given you. 


