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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 20:17–38 
MAIN IDEA: Effective Christian leaders pass on their faith both through teaching and example. 

LEADERS: 

• Family Dedication is coming up on November 13th. If you or someone you know has a child or 
children under five who have not yet been dedicated, here’s the opportunity! Sign up is available on 
the Digital Bulletin. 

• We have a night of worship coming up on November 20th at 7:00 pm at the Totowa campus. All 
are welcome. 

• Registration is open for the Winterblast winter student retreat. This year, they’ll be at Camp 
Orchard Hill, January 20–22. Registration is open via the digital bulletin until November 18. 

• Speaking of winter . . . in this year’s Winter Sessions we’ll be learning about the archaeology and 
historical background to the Old Testament. Whether you’re thirsty for confidence in your Bible, 
or a skeptic wondering if you can trust it (or just really into Indiana Jones), this will be right up your 
alley. Winter Sessions will be held in suite 500 of our Totowa Campus, 7 pm on Monday nights, 
from December 4 to January 16. No sign up necessary. If you can’t make it, check out each class on 
the Emergence Sessions podcast. 
 
GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Who is someone who had a big impact on your journey of faith, and why? 
• Opener: What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? 

 
 

After departing from Ephesus, Paul revisited the churches of Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, and Corinth). During this time, he likely wrote his masterful letter to the church at Rome. 
Several of his letters from this period reveal that he had been taking a collection from these 
(mainly) Gentile churches to bring aid to the persecuted Jewish Christians in Jerusalem—a tangible 
gift of love to testify to the unity of the diverse body of Christ. Hoping to get his gift to Jerusalem 
by Pentecost, Paul stops at the coastal city of Miletus, where he is visited by the elders of the 
church at Ephesus, located only 60 kilometers to the north. His tearful speech to them reveals his 
heart and his way of life, as he seeks to establish them in their faith and leadership, knowing that he 
will likely never see them again. 

LEADERSHIP PATTERNS FOR EVERYONE 

Read Acts 20:17–21. 

Paul’s way of life exemplifies the beauty of the gospel, and because of this he often urges the 
churches to imitate him (1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Eph 5:1; Phil 3:17; 4:9; 1 Thess 1:6; 2 Thess 3:7, 9). This 
is profitable, not just for those who are called to lead, but for all Christians. 
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Why are the standards for leaders applicable for all Christians? 

Humility and Vulnerability 

In the sermon, Steve noted first that Paul’s way of life is characterized by humility and 
vulnerability (v. 19). What does it mean to be humble and vulnerable? 

 Why are these important traits for believers to have? 

What can you do to cultivate humility and vulnerability in your own life? 

Boldness and Helpfulness 

 Steve also pointed out Paul’s boldness and helpfulness (vv. 20–21). Why is each of these 
important in balancing out the other?  

 Can you think of a time when someone was bold but not helpful? 

 Can you think of a time when someone was helpful but not bold? 

Devotion to Public and Private Ministry 

 Time for some definitions. What is public ministry, and what is private ministry? 

 Why are each of these essential for every individual Christian? 

 Which of these is more challenging for you—public or private ministry? What opportunities do 
you have to meet this challenge head-on? 

COUNTING THE COST 

Read Acts 20:22–27. 

 What gives Paul the amazing confidence and courage to press on with his ministry, knowing 
that “in every city imprisonment and afflictions await” him? 

In the sermon, Steve said, “It’s better to lose your life for the right thing than to waste your life for 
the wrong things.” 

 What “wrong things” tempt you to waste your life? 

 What “right things” are worth losing your life for? 
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Read Acts 20:28–31. 

 What are the dangers that Paul is warning about in this passage, and why are they dangerous? 

 What can you personally, and the church in general, do to guard against these dangers? 

 According to what Paul says here, why should we care so much about the church of God? 

MORE BLESSED TO GIVE 

Read Acts 20:32–35. 

 Paul summarizes Jesus’ teaching as “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” When have you 
found this to be true in your own life? 

Leaders: Nowhere in the four Gospels do we have this quote from Jesus exactly. Several observations are in 
order: 

• Verbatim quotation was less important for ancient authors than it is today. Often, we find 
quotations that are summaries of general teachings on various topics (e.g., Matt 2:23). 

• Jesus did teach this concept, though not in these words, in many places. In Luke’s Gospel alone, we 
find it in Luke 6:30, 38; 11:41; 12:33; 18:22. 

• Steve noted also that this was Jesus’ way of life, epitomized ultimately in his death on the cross. He 
cited Hebrews 12:2 to this effect: “. . . looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” 

 What does Paul say here, in his description of his own life, that exemplified the principle of 
giving? How can you live according to his example? 

 How does the gospel exemplify this principle about giving? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for the leaders who give you examples to follow. 

Pray for the Lord to help you to exemplify gospel living for those who look to you as a leader. 


